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School bus ‘wreck’ tests skills of area emergency personnel 
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 ROSSVILLE—Agonizing screams and muffled gig-
gles emanated from a flipped school bus Saturday at 
Heaton Grain Company in rural Rossville. 
 Twenty-one youngsters, including five members of 
the Hoopeston Explorers post, participated in a mock 
bus accident, a training exercise for Rossville and Hoop-
eston firemen, ambulance personnel and emergency 
room staff at Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospi-
tal. 
 The exercise was planned by the Rossville Fire De-
partment, said Fire Chief Lloyd Smith. The bus was 
donated by Geiger Truck Parts in Watseka, and prior to 
emergency personnel responding, Smith poured sub-
stances simulating antifreeze and other liquids around 
the bus. 

 Rossville emergency personnel 
were paged at about 1 p.m., with 
Hoopeston personnel receiving a 
page about two minutes later. Am-
bulances, fire trucks and rescue ve-
hicles converged on the site and 
began working to rescue the 
“injured.” 
 Using a ladder to reach the win-
dows, emergency personnel entered 
the bus to assess injuries, while other 
firemen used saws and the Jaws of 
Life to cut openings in the bus roof. 
Firefighter coats were duct taped to 
the openings and youngsters were 
brought from the wreckage. 
 Some of the “victims” were taken 
to Hoopeston Community Memorial 
Hospital, allowing emergency room 
staff to take part in the exercise. 

See WRECK on other side 

Ben Buck, right, 

suffers from a 

“severe eye in-

jury”  while 

below, firemen 

cut open a school 

bus used in a 

mock bus acci-

dent Saturday. 
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nel. 
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Now save up to 20% on State 
Farm car insurance. 

                    See me to find out how you may qualify: 

           MIKE PEMBERTON 
           322 E. MAIN, HOOPESTON 
           (217) 283-9341 

     Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there® 

State Farm Mutual Automobie Insurance Company (not in NJ) 
State Farm Indemnity Company (NJ) Home Offices: Bloomington, IL 



Weather 

 A 41-year-old Paxton woman reported Saturday that 
someone damaged the windshield of her vehicle and a 
window back door window of the home in which she was 
staying. The damage oc-
curred in the 600 block of 
West Maple. 
 A 17-year-old Hoopeston 
man reported Saturday that 
someone broke the driver’s 
side window of his vehicle 
while it was parked in the 
700 block of East Wyman. 

 Partly sunny today. High 85. Tonight, partly cloudy. 
Low 62. Tomorrow, partly cloudy. High 80, low 60. 
 For current weather conditions, call the Hoopeston 

Weather Line at (217) 283-6221. 

 A scooter found March 31 in the 700 block of West 
Orange was claimed by the owner Thursday. 
 A 17-year-old woman reported Thursday that she lost her 
wallet Thursday in the 700 block of West Main. The wallet 
contains personal papers, driver’s license and money. 
 No tickets or injuries were reported in an accident at 
7:40 p.m. Thursday in the 1000 block of West Penn. 
 Police said Todd L. Beatty of Hoopeston, in a 1998 
Peterbuilt semi, was backing into a driveway at 1018 W. 
Penn when people started honking and yelling at him to 
hurry up. Beatty pulled too far forward and hit a sign, 
knocking the sign pole over. Beatty also created ruts in 
the lawn when he pulled onto the grass. 
 No tickets or injuries were reported in an accident at 
3:20 p.m. Friday south of Rt. 9 on 1550 East Rd. 
 Police said Lillian L. Perkins of 501 Dice, was leaving 

the parking lot behind Hoopeston Community Nursing 
Home, turning northbound on 1550 East Rd. when she 
saw a 1987 International truck driven by Gary 
Buhrmester of 407 E. Oak, Watseka, who was 
southbound. Perkins struck the truck in the tires. 
 Perkins was at fault for making an improper right turn. 
 Kristy L. Glenn, 23, of #34 Parkview Court, was 
arrested at 9:42 p.m. Friday in the 200 block of South 
First Ave. She was charged with battery on a complaint 
from an 18-year-old woman who told police Glenn hit 
her in the mouth. 
 Glenn was released on a notice to appear. 
 Police are investigating a report made Saturday that 
someone cut the brake line of a truck owned by Rent 
Way, 208 E. Main. The truck was parked behind the 
building. 

   Briefly  

Multi Agency van schedule 
  This week’s schedule for the Hoopeston Multi Agency 
transportation project is: Monday, Hoopeston shuttle; Tues-
day, Rossville shuttle; Wednesday, Danville; Thursday, 
Hoopeston shuttle; Friday, Danville.  
 For more information or to arrange a ride, call the Multi 
Agency at (217) 283-5544. 
 Community center activities include: Monday, ladies 
bridge, noon; Tuesday, ladies euchre, noon; Thursday, 
men’s coffee, 9:30 a.m., , men’s euchre, noon; Friday, ladies 
cards, noon.  
 Teen Reach activities for the week include:Monday, Life 
Skills; Tuesday, Mark Drollinger, Hoopeston Police Depart-

ment; Wednesday, arts and crafts; Thursday, Jumpstart An-
ger Control (Ice Breakers) Friday, movie, games and kara-
oke. 

Calendar winners 
 This week’s winners in the Hoopeston Area Music 
Booster calendar drawing are: April 15, Scott and 
Suzzette Hesser; April 16, Kristy Garrison; April 17, 
Drollinger Insurance; April 18, David and Tiffani 
Dugle; April 19, Mary Mathis. 

For all your  
beverage needs 

Ted’s Home 
Beverage 

101 W. Main 
Hoopeston 

(217) 283-7213 

Police News 

BETH A. FARRELL EYRICH, Agent 
 

711 North Gilbert   West Suite 
DANVILLE IL 61832 

OFFICE: 217-442-8120 
FAX: 217-431-8053 
EMAIL: bfarrell@amfam.com 
24-Hour Claims Reporting: 800-374-1111 

     Hoopeston  
    American Legion 

    Imported Beer of the Month 
Killians Red $2 

Drink of the Month 
Margarita  

$2 

Wreck continued from other side 

 “I think it went real well,” Smith said as the scenario 
wound down. “We learned what things won’t work, 
what you can cut a bus with and what you can’t and how 
to stage our equipment. We also learned how to make 
our guys tired and ready to quit.” 
 Along with teaching skills, the exercise was a lesson in  
teamwork, said Rossville Ambulance coordinator JoAnn 
Mahorney. “We wanted everybody to work together,” 
she said. “We got them out in 50 minutes. For what 
(equipment) we had, it went off very good.” 

Classifieds 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

One bedroom upstairs apartment. Heat & water furnished. $295/
mo. plus deposit. (217) 283-9310.              
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HELP WANTED 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hoopeston Migrant Head Start is accepting applications for the 
following positions for both the Wellington and Rantoul 
sites:   Health Coordinator and Teachers. Applications for these 
positions must be postmarked by April 19th. Applications for 
Disability Coordinator, Bus Drivers, Teacher Assistants and Bus 
Assistants must be postmarked by May 24th. For more details, 
call 815-984-3706 or 815-471-4718. Messages can be left at 
either number. Send applications to PO Box 136, Wellington, 
IL  60973 or email to hmhs98@soltec.net.  EOE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Kenmore washer & electric dryer. Almond color. $150 for both. 
(217) 283-7846.                    101-105 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

White baby crib w/mattress. $100. (217) 283-7008. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SERVICES 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Will clean homes. Call (815) 889-4388. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for 
appointment. (217) 339-2340. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1989 Honda Shadow 1100. 17,000 original miles. $5,000 OBO. 
(217) 283-4132. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad. 

Onion Plants 

Onion Sets 

Seed Potatoes 
 now at   

               Flower Shop 
       1208 S. Second Ave., Hoopeston 

MONDAY: Free jukebox 
TUESDAY: Free pool 
WEDNESDAY:  50¢ drafts 
THURSDAY: Screwdrivers $2 

Check out our Sunday Special!!! 
102 N. Market, Hoopeston 

 BLAKEY—Lewis R. Blakey, 66, of Venice, Fla., 
formerly of Hoopeston, died at 11:46 a.m. Monday, 
April 8, 2002 at bon Secours Venice Hospital, Venise. 
Graveside services will be at 2 p.m. Monday at Floral 
Hill Cemetery. There will be no visitation. Brown-alkire 
Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements. 

Obituaries 


