
“They were very appreciative. They were saddened by 
the fact that we were closing but grateful that they were-
n’t out any money. 
 Although closing at the beginning of the season may 
provide a hardship for some farmers who must find new 
suppliers, Stipp said the action prevents a loss of reve-
nue for farmers. “If we remained in business and tried to 
service our customers for 2002, we’re not sure if we 
could have prevented (the closing) from happening in 
the future,” the letter to customers said. 
 While farmers have to find new suppliers and employ-
ees have to find new jobs, the biggest loss is to the Stipp 
family, which has operated the fertilizer plant for three 
generations.  
 Stipp, who grew up in the plant, returned in 1984 after 
finishing college and spent 10 years working in the 
equipment side before being named president in 1994. 
What he or other family members will do now is un-
known. “At this point, we have no idea what we’re go-
ing to do,” he said. 
 The closing did not come as a surprise and, Stipp said, 
family members have a sense of peace about it, which 
he credits to faith. “We believe our Lord is taking care of 
us. Our faith has carried us. We’re going to be OK.” 
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 After 54 years of serving the farming community, 
Hoopeston Fertilizer is closing its doors. The closing is 
effective immediately. 
 A sagging ag economy and continued bankruptcies are 
major factors in the decision, said company president 
Jeff Stipp. 
 Six full-time employees will be affected by the clos-
ing.  
 The plant will be open long enough for the Stipp fam-
ily, including Stipp’s father, Earl, and brother, Rich, to 
dispose of the inventory and tie up loose ends. 
 One worry already taken care of is those farmers who 
prepaid for chemicals for the 2002 farming season. In 
negotiating the closing, the Stipps wanted to make sure 
their customers were taken care of. “We didn’t want to 
leave anybody hanging,” he said. “Refund checks were 
personally delivered to farmers and their landlords. We 
made sure they got every nickel.” 
 Having been on the receiving end of not being paid 
made the decision to repay the money easy. “That’s one 
of the reasons we wanted to give the money back, be-
cause we know how it feels,” he said. 
 Farmers were grateful for the gesture. “There was an 
overwhelming response from the farmers,” Stipp said. 

LORRAINE  
Screen 1: “A Beautiful Mind” (PG-13) 

Nominated for 8 Academy Awards including Best Picture. 
Starring Russell Crowe 

Presented in SDDS/HPS-4000, Flat, 135 minutes 

7:30 p.m. nightly,  3:30 p.m. Sat. & Sun. 

Screen 2: “Showtime” (PG-13)   
Starring Eddie Murphy and Robert De Niro 

Scope, 95 minutes, presented in Dolby Stereo 

7 p.m. nightly, 4 p.m. Sat. & Sun. 
“Panic Room” starts next Friday! 

 

Did you overpay? 
We’ll double check last 
year’s return for free. * 

Take the  
Double Check  

OUCH. 
Challenge.  

To learn more, call  
1-800-HRBLOCK  

or visit 
www.hrblock.com 

 
just plain smart* 

217-283-5178       APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 

110 E. MAIN STREET   WALK-INS WELCOME 

HOOPESTON, IL 60942  9 a.m.-6 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 

                9 a.m.-4 p.m. Sat. 

It’s the little things that make a difference  
•Put a Yankee Midsummer’s Night sachet 

 in his sock drawer - $2.99 
•Tie a Ty Baby Beanie on their Easter Basket  

(this is not a Beanie Baby) $3 
•Take home an Easter lily, decorated & pretty, from $8.99 

 Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 
702 W. Main, Hoopeston  283-5578  Open 7 Days 

Dare to be Tan!! 

We can’t change how much you pay to tan. But 
we sure can change how much you pay for your 

tanning lotions & accelerators! There’s a 
cheaper place to buy! 2 words: Global Fash-

ions. So go tan. Bu only after you’ve saved on 
your tanning lotions in Global Fashions. 

$250 REWARD! 
FOR INFORMATION LEADING TO THE ARREST & 

CONVICTION OF WHOMEVER DAMAGED THE POSTER 
DISPLAY CASE AT THE LORRAINE THEATRE AND 

TOOK A “TIME MACHINE” POSTER.  
Call the Hoopeston Police Department with information-

Your identity kept strictly confidential!  

DO THE RIGHT THING & GET $250.  
Reward offered by Lorraine Theatre. 

C2001 H&R Block Tax Services, Inc. Based on a survey of non-itemized 1998 
returns for taxpayers with mortgage interst *Average retail value of the free review 
is $25. Re-filing fees may apply 

IN THE PAST 
AMERICANS  
OVERPAID 

$311 MIILION 
IN TAXES 

I Want You 
    to make plans for dinner at 

      Hubbard Trail 
    Serving prime rib, rib eyes,  

cat fish, chicken breasts, shrimp & pork chops 
5:30-9 p.m. Friday 

featuring John McElhaney & Ashley Leverenz 
Reservations appreciated but not necessary 

(217) 748-6521 

We do Full Service Oil Changes... 
...ALL day...EVERY day 
...EVERY make...EVERY model 

                Let our professionals treat  
     you and your car right! 

 

Hoopeston Express Lube 
   Hoopeston Plaza  Rtes. 1 & 9  (217) 283-5373 

Discover why State Farm 
insures more homes  
than anyone else. 
See State Farm Agent: 

MIKE PEMBERTON 
322 E. MAIN, HOOPESTON        
(217) 283-9341 

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there™ 
     STATE FARM FIRE AND CASUALTY COMPANY 

HOME OFFICE: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 



 DANIELS - Velma M. Daniels, 97, of Hoopeston, 
died at 12:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 20, 2001 at 
Hoopeston Community Nursing Home. Graveside ser-
vices will be at 10:30 a.m. Friday at Floral Hill Ceme-
tery. There will be no visitation. Brown-Alkire Funeral 
Home was in charge of arrangements. 
 HOLLEN - George Hollen, 74, of Hoopeston, died at 
1:40 p.m. Wednesday, March 20, 2002 at Hoopeston 
Community Nursing Home. Funeral services will be 11 
a.m. Saturday at Brown-Alkire Funeral Home. Burial 
with military rites will be in Floral Hill Cemetery. Visi-
tation will be 5-8 p.m. Friday at the funeral home. Me-
morials are suggested to Hoopeston Community Hospi-
tal and Nursing Home, 701 E. Orange St., Hoopeston, 
IL 60942. 

Hoopeston Area grade schools  
 MONDAY: Waffle sticks, sausage links, fruit juice, apple-
sauce, milk. 
 TUESDAY:  Chicken sticks, peas, breadstick, dipping sauce, 
pears, milk. 
 WEDNESDAY: Spaghetti-Os, max stix, peach slices, 
sweetie bears, milk. 
 THURSDAY: Pepperoni pizza, celery sticks, fruit chews, 
milk. 
 FRIDAY: No school. 

Hoopeston Area Middle/High School 
 MONDAY: Ravioli/breadstick or hamburger/bun, salad, 
applesauce, milk. 
 TUESDAY: Salisbury steak or chicken sticks, mashed pota-
toes, green beans, pears 
 WEDNESDAY: Burritos or mini corn dogs, fries, salad, 
cheese sauce, pears, milk. 

 THURSDAY: Pepperoni pizza or hot dog/bun, salad, trail 
mix, milk. 
 FRIDAY: No school. 

 Rossville-Alvin schools 
 MONDAY: Spaghetti, cheese stick, green beans, peaches, 
garlic bread, Rice Krispie treat 
 TUESDAY: Pizza Hut, salad, applesauce, ½ apple, ½ or-
ange, milk. 
 WEDNESDAY: Corn dog, tator tots, pineapple, fruit pizza, 
milk. 
 THURSDAY: Chicken nuggets, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
Jello/fruit, banana, bread, butter, milk. 
 FRIDAY: No school.  

Check Us Out! 
We have the Right 
Account for You! 

Hoopeston’s 

Community Bank Member FDIC 

 Mostly sunny today. High 35. Tonight, clear. Low 20. 
Tomorrow, partly sunny. High 45, low 31. Sunday, 
chance of rain. High 50, low 32. 
 For current weather conditions, call the Hoopeston 

Weather Line at (217) 283-6221. 

Weather 

Lunch Menus Classifieds 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Visit Brianna’s Baby Shop on E-bay, seller netitnow. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2 bedroom apt. Second floor. Appliances furnished. No pets. 
Deposit required. (217) 283-6025.              79-92 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHILD CARE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mother of 2 will baby sit in my home, any age, any shift. Call 
(217) 283-5622, ask for Susie. Competitive rates.       79-85 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HELP WANTED 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Kankakee Federal Savings Bank has an immediate opening for a 
part time teller in our Hoopeston Office. We are looking for 
customer oriented individuals who want to excel. Candidate 
needs to be friendly and possess strong interpersonal communi-
cations skills. Previous banking experience helpful but not nec-
essary. Bilingual skills are a definite plus. The first month would 
be full-time hours with a part time schedule after the first month. 
Kankakee Federal Savings Bank offers excellent pay and bene-
fits. Apply in person at any Kankakee Federal Savings Bank. An 
Equal Opportunity Employer m/f/h/v. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HOUSES FOR RENT 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 bedroom house in Hoopeston. Appliances furnished. Call 
(217) 283-7028 between 5-8 p.m.               79-84 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

RUMMAGE SALES 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

After-moving-sale, 903 E. McNeil, Hoopeston. Saturday, March 
23, 7-4. Furniture, afghan, glassware, clothes, toys, craft books, 
lots more. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Get ready to rummage! It’s that time again!851 E. Seminary, 
Hoopeston. Saturday, March 23, 7-? Kids clothes (various sizes), 
twin & full beds, wooden rocking chair, coffee table, lots of toys, 
crib, some baby items, adult clothing, holiday decorations, other 
misc. Everything must go!!!! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SERVICES 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Will do private sitting, any shift. Call (217) 283-7167. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for 
appointment. (217) 339-2340. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1989 Honda Shadow 1100. 17,000 original miles. $5,000 OBO. 
(217) 283-4132. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad. 

Pork Chop  

Night 
Friday       5-8 p.m. 

American Legion 
502 E. Penn, Hoopeston 

  Butterfly pork chops,  

  baked potato, salad, roll 

Come in and watch the  
Illini game Friday night! 
RV & The Escapees  

9-1 Saturday     No cover charge 
Rickey G’s  

Village Pub 
125 S. Chicago, Rossville 

Garage Sale Prices!!!! 
Saturday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Winter clearance 

25 & 50¢ rack 

Summer starts in resale! 

Global     Fashions 
305 E. Main, Hoopeston 

Wellington Lions Club 

Pancake &  

Sausage Day 
Saturday, March 23  6-11 a.m. 

Lions Club Park Shelter 
$3.50 adults, $1.50 children 

TAX SERVICE PLUS 

307½ E MAIN   HOOPESTON 
283-6990   FAX 283-4429 

 
 TAX SERVICE    ELECTRONIC FILING 

FAST TAX REFUNDS 
 

 GAIL LANE  owner 

Obituaries 

   Briefly 
Tiny Tots 

 “Family and Relatives” is the theme of this week’s Hoop-
eston Public Library Tiny Tots story program at 10:30 a.m. 
Friday at the Multi Agency.  The program is open to chil-
dren ages 1-4 who are accompanied by an adult. 

Damn Yankees 
 Hoopeston Area High School’s drama and music depart-
ments will present the spring musical Damn Yankees at 7:30 
p.m. March 22-23. in the high school auditorium. 
 Admission is $3 for adults and $2 for children. 


