
Local family is no fair-weather friend to weather service 

 Toronto Blue Jays catcher Darrin Fletcher 
will be the featured speaker at Friday’s Distin-
guished Service Award banquet sponsored by 
the Hoopeston Jaycees. 
 The banquet will begin with a social hour at 6 
p.m. at the Hoopeston American Legion. Larry 
Baughn of WHPO will be the master of cere-
monies for the event. 
 Fletcher, 35, made his major league debut in 
1989. He set a new career high in 2000 with 
a .320 average and 20 home runs, along with 19 
doubles, one triple, and 58 RBI in 122 games. 
His 2001 average was .226, compared with a career 
average of .270. 
 In  August 2000, Fletcher became the seventh Blue 
Jay and the ninth catcher in the history of the American 

League to hit three home runs in a single game. 
He is one of seven Blue Jays to have hit 20 
home runs in a season, tying the major league 
record held by the Baltimore Orioles since 1996. 
 Fletcher’s interest in baseball comes from mul-
tiple generations of involvement with the sport. 
He is the son of former Detroit Tiger pitcher 
Tom Fletcher and grandson of Glen Fletcher 
who spent 11 years in the Red Sox organization. 
 He graduated from Oakwood High School 
where he lettered and earned All Conference 
honors in baseball, basketball and football. He 

attended the University of Illinois where, in 1987, he 
finished third in NCAA Division I batting at .497. He 
was named Big 10 catcher and Player of the Year in 
1987 and was third team All-American. 
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New at  
Hoopeston Express Lube 

Ladies Day 
Ladies, bring your vehicle 
In on Tuesday and receive 

      $2 off! 

 ROSSVILLE—Over the 
last 50 years, Hoopeston’s 
weather  has  inc luded 
droughts, floods, sun and 
snow and for all that time, the 
John Mushrush family has 
recorded it all. 
 On Monday, that dedication 
was rewarded when represen-
tatives of the National 
Weather at Lincoln awarded 
Audrey Mushrush with the 
Edward H. Stoll award for 
length of service to the or-
ganization. 
 Approximately 50 people,  
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See Phyllis Freeland  

For all your 

financial needs 
   $ Home Mortgage      
   $ Checking Account 
   $ Home Equity Loans    
   $ Auto Loans 
   $ Account information  
       24-hours through AccountLine 
 
 
 
        

       www.kfs-bank.com   
       323 East Main St. 

                   Hoopeston, IL 60942 

                 (217) 283-5548 

Hubbard Trail 
(217) 748-6521  1397 N 3680 E Rd., Rossville 

Will be closed  
in January & February 

We’d like to say Thank You for your  
patronage and we look forward to  

seeing you in March. 

Cancer Society Benefit 

9 p.m.-1 a.m. Saturday 

American Legion 
502 E. Penn, Hoopeston 

with  Full Circle 
$3 single/$5 couple 

All door proceeds to American Cancer Society  
& local hospice 
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Audrey Mushrush reacts as Billy Ousley of the National Weather Service relates a 

story at a luncheon honoring Mushrush on Monday. 



   Briefly 
Softball Association meeting 

 The Hoopeston Girls Softball Association will hold its 
first meeting of the 2002 season at 4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 
13 at the Hoopeston Multi Agency. All board members 
and coaches are urged to attend. 
 For more information, call John Hardcastle, 283-7456 
or Susan Redden, 283-7265. 

Clip that coupon 
 A coupon in Sunday’s News Gazette will help Honey-
well School get more mileage from the Campbell’s La-
bels for Education program. 
 The coupon is good for 100 bonus points and school 

 Sandy Heath of New Horizons Insurance will talk on 
long term health care, Medicare supplements/alternatives, 
pricing information, benefits 
and finding a company to fit 
individual needs.  
 The presentations will be-
gin at 12:30 p.m. 
 For more information on 
the speakers or luncheon, call 
Betty Shaffer at the Multi 
Agency, (217) 283-5544. 

 Partly sunny, breezy today. High 45. Tonight, partly 
cloudy. Low 35. Tomorrow, partly sunny, unseasonably 
warm. High 53, low 35. 
 For current weather conditions, call the Hoopeston 

Weather Line at (217) 283-6221. 

officials are asking that residents clip the coupon and 
bring or send it to the school. The coupon must be at-
tached to 20 labels but officials said the school has of 
labels to attach to each coupon. 
 For more information, call the school at 283-6666. 

Health care information 
 Two experts on health care costs will be the featured 
speakers following the Community Potluck at noon 
Thursday at the Hoopeston Multi Agency. 
 Charlene Drawdy of Hoopeston Healthcare Foundation 
will speak on Medicaid cuts and how it will affect local 
residents. 

Weather continued from other side 

including family and friends and dignitaries Matt 
Bisbee of U.S. Rep. Tim Johnson’s office, state Rep. 
Bill Black, state Sen. Judy Meyers and Hoopeston 
Mayor Chalmers Flint attended the gathering at 
Merita’s Restaurant in Rossville. 
 John Mushrush started the tradition in August 
1951, becoming a volunteer weather observer. Each 
day, until his death in 1999, he would dutifully re-
cord the day’s temperature, precipitation and other 
statistics and give the information to the National 
Weather Service. When he became ill before his 
death, Mrs. Mushrush would gather the information 
and turn it over to her husband. “Nobody touched his 
books,” Mrs. Mushrush said. “They were his. John 
was a weather watcher. There’s nobody else who 
could do it like John.” 
 After Mr. Mushrush’s death, Mrs. Mushrush took 
over the task of reporting the weather. “It’s not al-
ways fun,” she said. For example, to measure snow, 
she must take samples from five or more spots, melt 
the snow and divide the total by the number of sam-
ples.  
 While not always fun, “it’s educational,” Mrs. 
Mushrush said. “It gets me up. It gets me going. I’m 
thankful John did it and that I could take it over.” 
 Through the years, the family and the weather ser-
vice have had their differences.  Shortly after Billy 
Ousley became the NWS data acquisition program 
manager, he visited the Mushrush home. Finding no 
one home, he noticed an electronic weather re-

Weather 

 A 22-year-old Hoopeston woman reported Sunday 
that a diamond wedding ring set was taken from the 
800 block of South Third St. 

Police News 

cording device and, thinking it belonged to the ser-
vice, took it. When the Mushrushes came home, they 
promptly called to get their equipment back.  
 That Mr. and Mrs. Mushrush worked together on re-
cording weather is common, Ousley said. “Usually what 
happens is the husband wants to do it...and the wife ends 
up doing the work,” he said, smiling at Mrs. Mushrush. 
 Representatives from other meteorological agen-
cies, including Illinois climatologist James Angel, 
who cited the Mushrush family for providing 
“priceless data for us,” including the 1988 drought 
and 1993 flood. 
 Ousley said honoring the family did not mean the end 
of the association between the National Weather Service 
and the Mushrushes. “In 50 years, we’ll be here to do it 
again,” he said. 

Classifieds 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADULT CARE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Will do private care for elderly. References available. Call (217) 
283-5399. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Very nice, modern 2 bedroom, second floor apartment. Kitchen 
appliances furnished, water furnished. No pets, no smokers. 
$425/mo plus deposit. Phone (217) 283-9698 or 283-6990 for 
appointment to see. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HOUSES FOR RENT 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2 bedroom w/basement. New carpets, pain. Built-in oven & 
stove. Refrigerator, dishwasher. 1 car garage. $400/mo, deposit, 
references. (217) 283-5769. Available Feb. 1 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HOUSES FOR SALE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Single story 3-4 bedroom with full basement and garage. 624 E. 
Young in Hoopeston. $35,000. Phone (217) 283-9698 or 283-
6990 for appointment to see. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LOST & FOUND 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2 medium-sized black dogs, Lab/Retriever mix. Answer to 
Shadow and Magic. Last seen on West Elm. Call (217) 283-
6020, ask for Patrick or Tira. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1990 Buick Park Ave. Excellent condition, no rust. White with 
red leather interior. New tires, new battery. $3,000. Call (815) 
984-5123.                         7-11 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1988 Dodge cargo van/work truck. PS/PB ,V-6. Must sell. 
$1,000 OBO. (217) 283-6263. Leave message.        7-11 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad 214 E. Penn, Hoopeston(217) 283-5571 

Most American Cars 

Most American Cars 

 $1795 

$7995 

Aerobics/Interval 

Circuit/Resistance 

Training 
Tone Up NOW!! 

Mon.-Wed.-Thurs. 

5:15-6:15 p.m. 

Betty Shaffer 

(217) 283-5715 


