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Children to help mark library expansion groundbreaking

Children in hardhats will help the Hoopeston Public
Library kick off its expansion and renovation program.

Approximately 50 Summer Reading Club participants,
complete with hardhats and balloons, will be part of a
groundbreaking ceremony at 5 p.m. Monday, said head
librarian Lou Graham.

The children, who have been told of the plans for the
library “are excited,” Graham said. “There’s growing
excitement with our other patrons, too.”

CD], Inc., a Terre-Haute, Ind., construction company,
was awarded the bid on the 5,510 square foot project,
Graham said.

Graham checked out the company’s work at the Clin-
ton, Ind., library. The CDI, Inc. is also doing construc-
tion work on a school in Paris, I1l., and has done exten-
sive work at Indiana State University at Terre Haute.

The company bid $1.046 million on the project but
inked a contract with library officials for slightly less
than $1 million after library officials approved delaying
some phases of the project, such as flooring, until closer
to the time it’s needed, Graham said.

Construction work will begin in the very near future.
However, some things are already underway. The con-
struction trailer has been parked on-site and the location
of utility lines is marked. CDI, Inc., has also taken a
brick sample from the existing wall to match the addi-
tion. “Things are happening, they’re just not real notice-
able,” Graham said.

For Graham, the most exciting part of the expansion/
renovation project will be creating a ground floor en-
trance and installing an elevator, making the library ac-

See LIBRARY on other side

Increased prices mean fewer streets to get summer repairs

Hoopeston officials will scale back planned street
repairs.

Nearly three miles of streets were expected to be
repaired. However, bid prices far exceeded estimates
for the work, said Jay Dingee of Sodeman & Associ-
ates at Tuesday’s Hoopeston City Council meeting.

Dingee said $125,000 was budgeted for certain re-
pairs and an estimate of nearly $121,000 submitted
to the state for the Motor Fuel Tax work. However,
the lowest bid, from Ribbe Trucking of Bismarck,
was for $140,401, Dingee said.

Because of the discrepancy between estimate and
bid, the city had three options: bid the project again;
scale the project back; or make up the difference be-
tween the bid and estimate prices.

In other business, a new shelter is being con-
structed at McFerren Park in memory of former al-

derman Odell Crabtree.

The Crabtree family is erecting the shelter because
“(Mr. Crabtree) always wanted to see a shelter
there,” said Alderman Mike Eckersley, “but there
never was enough money.”

In unrelated action, the council:

learned hydrants will be flushed July 6.

accepted a perpetual care request from Dolores
Crabtree for Odell Crabtree.

will vote at the next meeting on refinancing water/
sewer bonds. Alderman Bill Goodwine, finance com-
mittee chairman, said refinancing will save the city
$341,000 over 11 years. The bonds were first pur-
chased in 1981 and will mature in 2012.

saw two presentations on electronic water meter
reading systems. Officials are considering the system
to provide monthly readings.

= o cos Are Back!

$2 each every Thursday at the

Hoopeston VFW

Along with our $1 beer day, try our

Drink of the Week!
Fourth Ave. & West Orange

North Fork Conservation Club

Friday 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
At the club

Fish, chicken, shrimp & clam dinners
plus 2 sides $5.50

J“"he facls

is available in:
Hoopeston
*Hennings *The Bakery *Schuler’s
*Coffee Cup *L&M *McDonald’s
“Hoopeston Coin Laundry *Shell Mart
“Jerry’s IGA *Weber Drugs
*Convenient *CVS *Wayne’s World
*Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital
*Clark *Pizza King *Price-Less Foods
*Pla~-Mor Lanes *Hoopeston Public Library
“Hoopeston Express Lube *Downtown Motel
Rossville
*Ole Country Inn *Minuteman *Feedbag
*Bray’s General Store
Milford Wellington
*Minuteman *Casey’s Coffee Corner
And on the Internet at

www.justthefacts.tm




Is your car?

We’'ll get your car
road ready by checking

(§§ Tires (5{ Exhaust

X Brakes (X Battery

§§ Shocks & struts

X Air conditioning
Plus change the oil and
rotate & balance tires

NEAL TIRE
~AUTO SERVICE

214 E. Penn, Hoopeston
(217) 283-5571
Open 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
8 a.m.-noon Sat.

Libr Aary continued from other side

cessible to all patrons. (Those are) the things I've been
wishing for ever since I got here,” she said. “That’s go-
ing to be the greatest gift to the community.”

Accessibility will be improved not only for those with
physical disabilities but for others, such as parents of
very young children, who will be able to use the library
“without such mountain to climb.”

The plans also call for a new meeting room, some ad-
ditional space for library materials and rearranging ser-
vices.

In the children’s room, the circulation desk will be
moved to the place currently occupied by the stage. The
stage, which is not accessible to all children, will be re-
moved.

A new adult reading room is planned, allowing the
current reading room to be used by library district young
people.

Library employees will find themselves with more
elbow room as the technical services area is increased,
giving workers spaces of their own.

CD], Inc., plans to complete the project within 210

days but since the time frame includes winter, “I’'m cer-
tainly not holding them to that,” Graham said, adding
she is unsure whether the library will be closed during
any part of construction.

Funds for the project came from the Wilson Besselieu
and Charlotte Russell trusts and a $250,000 grant from
the state of Illinois. However, the funds will only cover
the first phase.

Graham is still seeking funds for the second phase,
which will include more work on the Carnegie part
of the building, opening up the children’s area and
renovating an restroom into a family restroom.
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Police News

Fun For All
Miniature Golf

is open for the
season!
Hours:
Monday-Friday 2-9 p.m.
Saturday, Sunday & holidays,
1-9 p.m.
$1.50/person

Frequent Player passes &

party rates available
McFerren Park, Hoopeston

No tickets or injuries were reported in an accident
at 11:56 a.m. Monday in the 300 block of South
Market.

Police said Elwin L. Goodrum of 802 S. Fourth St.,
in a 2000 Dodge, was stopped to turn left into the
alley behind the post office when he was hit by a
Dodge driven by Megan Houser, 208 N. Dixie Hwy.

Houser reported she tried to stop but her foot
slipped off the brake.

A nine-year-old reported Monday that someone
took a Huffy bicycle from the 600 block of East
McNeil.

The Quick Kick scooter found June 28 was
claimed Monday by the owner.

In the Hospital -
Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital
July 2
Admitted: Tla Thrasher, Hoopeston; Helen Davis,
East Lynn.
Discharged: Dean Walter, Glenn Maul.
Weather 15

Partly sunny today. High 75. Tonight, mostly clear.
Low 57. Tomorrow, chance of showers late. High 83,
low 60.

For current weather conditions, call the Hoopeston
Weather Line at (217) 283-6221.

> Pe,,
& The Corner Closet %

Consignment Shop
Saturday, July 7 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
301 E. Main, Hoopeston
Quality pre-owned clothing,
crafts & treasures

Wellington Lions Club

£ Beef BBQ

Saturday, July 7 5-7 p.m.

Park Shelter
$7 adults, $3 children

Classifieds

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Lincoln Candles. Rich fragrances without black smoke. Many
sizes. In Global Fashions.

RUMMAGE SALES

Backyard sale, 705 S. Fourth St., Hoopeston. Friday & Saturday,
July 6,7, 8-1. Fumniture, truck tool box, dishes, home interior,
Southwest, chickens & clothes.

Huge rummage sale, Friday & Saturday, July 6 &7. 845 E.
Young, Hoopeston. 8-late. Many items too numerous to
mention.

VEHICLES FOR SALE

2000 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo 4x4 2000 WIJ, 4.0L,
Everglade, 26F, UpCountry (includes wider tires, skid plate
group, matching spare, upgraded suspension), Selec-trac (4x4),
trac-Lok For more information, see www.eyrich.net/jeep

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad.




