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An open letter to a mother: 

   One day this week, as I left the 
Hoopeston Post Office, I saw you on 
the other side of Market. You had two 
small children. One was a toddler, the 
other, maybe five years old. 
   You held the younger child but the 
older one danced in front of you, ex-
cited about crossing the street. You told him to look 
both ways, which I thought was good, but you ruined 
my warm, fuzzy moment by calling the child an 
a**hole loudly enough for those coming and going 
from the post office to hear. Several people stopped 
and looked at you as you and your brood strode 
across the street. 
   Ma’am, I don’t know anything about your life. You 
may be a single parent struggling to make ends meet 
and you were having a bad morning. You might have 
just found out someone close to you had a terminal 
illness. For all I know, your dog had just died. But 
you had no business calling your child that, let alone 
doing it publicly. 
   It doesn’t matter how rotten your day, or your life 
is going. That child is a gift to you, one that you 
should cherish and protect, not call vile names on 
street corners. 
   As a woman who has been a single mom, who has 
experienced some of life’s nastier moments, I know 
how easy it is to want to lash out at a child. After all, 
they can be darned annoying at times. But you just 
don’t do what I saw you do this week. 
   Watching you, I wondered why you had children in 
the first place. I’ve seen more kindness exchanged 
between total strangers than you showed to your kid. 
I wondered how you would feel if someone who had 

authority over you called you names 
in public.  
   I know, I know, you’re thinking no-
body is a perfect parent and I should 
mind my own business. You’re right 
about the first part. I’ve made mis-
takes as a mother—we all do. You’re 
wrong about the second part. How 

you treat your child is my business. 
   It’s my business—it’s everybody’s business—
because your attitude is going to warp your child, 
who will grow up angry, feeling powerless. I suspect 
someday your child will lash out at society for the 
way you treat him. Our tax dollars will go for special 
teachers who deal with your child as he throws 
chairs across a classroom. Our tax dollars will go for 
police salaries to protect us when your child beats 
someone. That makes it my business. 
   You’re not the first parent I’ve heard do that. In 
fact, unfortunately, I hear it quite regularly. It makes 
me mad, but I don’t usually say anything. For that, 
shame on me. 
   Society is going to hell in a hand basket because 
people like you don’t care about their kids. Kids run 
the streets because their parents don’t care or be-
cause the parents aren’t home and kids are left unsu-
pervised.  
   Used to be, parents backed teachers and police; 
now they tell kids to disregard anything said by any-
one in a position of authority. 
   Society is also going to hell because people like me 
don’t say anything. We see what you do but because 
we want to be “nice,” we look the other way, keep 
our mouths closed.  

See CONCERN on other side 
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The Carousel Day Care is now 

The Carousel Preschool 
Classes from pre-kindergarten 

Register for morning or afternoon classes. 

Morning session: 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Afternoon sessions: 12:30-5 p.m. 
Meals served.  Limited openings. Register now! 

(217) 283-7248 

          Hoopeston Area      

      Healthcare Foundation 
3rd Annual 4-person 

Charity Golf Classic 
Friday, July 28, 2000 

Hubbard Trail Country Club 
Registration at 9 a.m., 11:30 a.m. 

Shotgun starts at 9:30 a.m., 1 p.m. 

Lunch at noon provided by  

Pork Producers of America 

5 p.m.—Cocktails 

6 p.m. Buffet Supper 

7 p.m. “Fun Money” Casino Night 

9 & 11 p.m. Prize auction w/Fun Money 

To register, call (217) 283-4243 

Appearing Saturday, July 29 at 

Main Street Inn 
Instant Date 

8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. 
$3 single, $5 couple 

306 E. Main, Hoopeston 
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Rossville American Legion  
Post 733 

Customer Appreciation Day 
Saturday, July 29          Noon-? 

Free hot wings dinners 
Church & Thompson, Rossville 



   Partly sunny, chance of thunderstorms today. High 85. 
Tonight, mostly cloudy, showers likely. Low 68. 
Tomorrow, chance of showers. High 87, low 66. 
   For the current weather conditions, call the Hoopeston 

Weather Line at (217) 283-6221. 

Weather 

Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital 

July 25 

   Admitted: Doris Trombley, Hoopeston. 
   Discharged: Earl Clouse. 

In the Hospital 

Wolfe 
Funeral Home 

907 W. Main St. 
Hoopeston, IL. 
(217) 283-5088 

Classifieds 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HELP WANTED 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Village of Rossville is now accepting applications, with 
resume, for full time and part time police officers. Completion of 
PTI or Part Time Academy preferred. Applications will be 
accepted at the Municipal Office through August 7th.     199-210 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Maintenance/Janitorial person needed. Starting wage up to $8 
per hour based on experience. Apply in person at Hoopeston 
McDonald’s. EOE.                                                              207-213 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HOMES FOR SALE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wonderful home. 3 or 4 bedrooms, new kitchen, new appli-
ances, great deck, oversized garage. Call Jeanie Moore—
Coldwell Banker Classic Homes, (800) 443-8009. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PETS 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Free to good home: kittens. Had first shots, vet checked. Leave 
name and number at (217) 283-5517. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROPERTY FOR SALE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Building lot for sale. $4,000. Sixth and Wyman, across from ball 
park. Call Chrissy at (217) 283– 5945.                              199-203 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1988 Mercury wagon. Runs. Needs trans repair, has minor body 
damage. Best offer. 1990 Ford Escort. 1.9 engine, automatic 
trans axle. Frame damage. For parts only. (217) 283-7426.  

209-214 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad. 

Correction 
   Maria Gonzalez was incorrectly identified as 
Maria Garcia in a list of John Bartmess Fishing 
Derby winners in Tuesday’s edition. 
   Just the Facts regrets the error. 

Concern continued from other side 

   I think it’s time that changed. So ma’am, the next 
time I see you calling your child names, I’m going to 
say something to you. You’ll tell me to mind my 
own business or to go to hell, and that’s ok. I can 
deal better with your vile temper than your child can. 
   Maybe, just maybe, my interference will be a 
wake-up call for you to look at the way you’re par-
enting your child. Or perhaps your child will realize 
that not all adults are hateful and that will give him 
the strength to survive your parenting. If nothing 
else, I will have tried and that gives me license to 
complain about people like you. 
   I can’t stop what you do in the privacy of your own 
home—if you want to call your child names until 
you’re blue in the face, there isn’t a thing I can do. 
But when you’re in public, I can and will make an 
effort to stop you. 
   You’re abusing your child and by my tacit ap-

proval, so am I. And I think too much of kids to let 
that happen again. 

Hoopeston Migrant  
Head Start 

Wishes to thank the following 
businesses for making Parent Fair 

2000 a success. Their donations 
were greatly appreciated. 

Dollar General              Subway 

Kankakee Federal         Pizza Hut  

Shala’s Hair Salon        The Bakery  

Designs by Adam          NAPA Auto 

Old National Bank        Neal Tire 

Iron House Gym           Weber Drugs 

Hoopeston Car Wash 

Olympic Hardware 

Hoopeston Convenience Food Mart 

Jackson Construction 

Sheridan’s Appliances 

Hoopeston Fertilizer 

Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 

Janet’s Curl Up & Dye 

Gibson’s Furniture 

Hoopeston Express Lube 

Monical’s Pizza 

Price-Less Foods 

Community Bank 

Brown’s Cash & Carry 

Classique Sash & Door 

Boswell Flowershop 

Schuler’s Greenhouse 

Police News 

    A hit-and-run accident reported by Robert Braden on 
July 21 was unfounded. Police reported Tuesday that 
Braden’s wife accidentally hit his vehicle. 
    Shaun A. Mitchell, 21, of 512 E. Main, was arrested 
at 2:50 p.m. Tuesday  in the 500 block of East Main.  
    Wanted on a Department of Corrections warrant for 
violation of parole, Mitchell was taken to the Public 
Safety Building in Danville. 
    Clinton R. Lake, 18, of 908 W. Main, was arrested at 
7:31 p.m. Tuesday at 411 S. Dixie Hwy. 
    Lake, wanted on a Vermilion County warrant for fail-
ure to appear rule to show cause, was taken to the Public 
Safety Building in lieu of bond. 
    Two people were arrested after an attempted traffic 
stop at 11:16 p.m. Tuesday at West Penn and First Ave. 
    Danny Rocha, 20, of 725 E. McNeil, was charged 

with fleeing and attempting to elude a police officer, no 
valid driver’s license and disobeying a stop sign. 
   Police said Rocha was arrested after an attempted traf-
fic stop. Rocha fled in his vehicle and, after an approxi-
mate six-block chase, tried to flee on foot before he was 
apprehended.  
   He was released on notices to appear. 
   A 16-year-old girl in Rocha’s vehicle was charged 
with illegal consumption of alcohol by a minor. She was 
released to her parents on a notice to appear. 
   An 18-year-old man reported Wednesday that a cell 
phone is missing from the 700 block of East Orange. 
   A blue Murray 18-speed bicycle was reported taken 
Wednesday from the 100 block of North Fourth St. The 
bicycle was recovered Wednesday. 
   An 18-year-old woman reported Wednesday that a 

girl’s red Huffy bicycle was taken from the 300 block of 
South Market. 

New books at the library 

Fiction: 

   Heirs and Parents by Ralph M. McInerny (mystery) 
   Fallen Stars, Bitter Waters by Gilbert Morris 
   The Return by Mark T. Mustian 
   Prairie Fire by Catherine Palmer 


