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Expert Custom Design 
Your colors               Your fabric 

Your pillows            Your pictures 

Bring them, with your ideas 

See Rita 
Our Expert Custom Designer 

Traditions from the Heart 
Rossville, IL. (217) 748-6245 

Buffet 
All You Can Eat! 

Lunch — $4.25 

Wed.-Fri.-Sun 11:30-2 

Dinner — $5.25 

Wed.-Fri. 5-8 p.m. 

(217) 283-5822 
113 E. Main 
Hoopeston 

Performance 

Diesel Service 
7586 E. 4200 North Rd. 

¼ mile north of East Lynn 

(217) 375-4429 

(800) 229-2417 

Greg Samet      Bob Marshall 

    A Hoopeston man’s passion for teaching has won him 

international acclaim. 

    Bill McGee, a martial arts instructor for 15 years, was 

inducted into the Universal Martial Arts Hall of Fame 

on June 12. Only 35 people are named to the hall of 

fame each year. 

    The ceremony, held in Myrtle Beach, S.C., honored 

McGee as Instructor of the Year in shudo kan karate, in 

which he has a second degree black belt. He also has a 

third degree black belt in jujitsu. 

    McGee was nominated by grand master Patrick Burk 

of Danville, who is a member of three halls of fame. 

Burk had earlier observed McGee’s class before nomi-

nating him for the honor. 

    While there are several halls of fame for martial arts, 

this hall of fame “is one of the more prestigious ones,” 

McGee said, adding it is on par with the national Base-

ball Hall of Fame. 

    McGee began studying karate 18 years ago. Then a 

banker, he took up martial arts to relieve stress. “It was 

strictly for the mental aspect, the psychology, the phi-

losophy,” he said. 

    Studying under Kevin Vogel of Danville, McGee ad-

vanced, then opened his own school, or dojo, three years 

later. 

   He operated The Karate Club in Hoopeston for 15 

years. He and his wife, Susan, opened a second dojo in 

Watseka and plan to reopen the Hoopeston school in 

approximately one month. 

   Although McGee has displayed his art in competition, 

his main focus is teaching others. “I’ve always wanted 

to teach,” he said.  

   It was not long ago that he was awarded the title of 

“sensei,” or “instructor,” “a term of endearment that has 

to be awarded to you,” he said. 

   What is unusual about the honor, McGee said, is that 

he is not affiliated with a karate association. “Generally, 

to get this, your association takes care of you,” he said. 

“There was no politics involved in this. That’s quite re-

warding and quite unusual. We’ve been accepted.” 

   Being named to the hall of fame “will open a lot of 

doors for me,” McGee said. “I’ve already had people 

calling, wanting to work out with me. It will get my 

name out on a national and international level.” 

   Receiving the honor allowed McGee to spend time 

one-on-one with the president of the hall of fame and to 

meet a four time world champion no-holds-barred 

fighter. 

   Some of McGee’s students have also been approached 

about performing at other schools and events as a result 

of the honor. 

   However, McGee did not go into martial arts hoping 

to one day win awards. “I’ve worked hard just because I 

love it,” he said. 

   This is McGee’s second teaching honor. In 1985, he 

was named Instructor of the Year in the National Karate 

Association. 

Hoopeston man inducted into martial arts hall of fame 

WOW 
 
Net66 

*     Reliable Service 
*     FAST Browsing 
*     Free Web Page 
*     Low Prices  
*     Easy set-up 

Sign up at Sheridan’s, 224 East Main Street 

Borders Recycling 
                      Buying aluminum cans  

at 35¢/lb. 
Must be smashed & dry 

Will be at Olympic Hardware  
noon-2 p.m. Sunday, July 25 

See why we are the #1 

Internet Service Provider 

for the Hoopeston Area 

No charge for in-home setup & tutorial! 

Call Toby Brown 

Info@htb.net     

(217) 339-2489 
No gimmicks...Just good quality service 

Be Bug-Free 
Sale Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday 

Citronella candle in decorative pot 

Regular $2.98 – Sale $1 
Big healthy Mosquito plants, reg. $3.98 

Sale $1 

Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 
702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days 

                 Do you have your 
                    Frequent Player  

         Pass? 
                              Hours: 

                                    Mon.-Fri. 2-9    
                                     Sat. & Sun. 1-9  

                                             McFerren Park  

                                              Hoopeston 



Introducing 
Amana             Encore 

exclusive models. Amana 
models enhanced    with 

extra features. Amana          models 
you can’t find just anywhere. Amana 
models you simply have to see for yourself. 

Now at your  

Amana Encore 

Dealer 

 
TV & 

APPLIANCES 

224 E. Main, Hoopeston 

(217) 283-5107 
   Mostly cloudy, hot and humid today, tonight and to-

morrow. Chance of thunderstorms. Highs near 91, lows 

near 70. 

   For current weather conditions, call the Hoopeston 

Weather Line at (217) 283-6221. 

Weather 

Police News 

Classifieds 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Deluxe 2 BR apt. Chair lift, A/C, 5 closets, dishwasher, garbage 

Dispose-All. Call (217) 283-6757.                                    188-201 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HELP WANTED 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Full time teller needed at Community Bank, Hoopeston facility, 

Routes 1 & 9. Apply in person at Rt. 1 and 9 facility only. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SERVICES 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Will mow lawns. Reasonable rates. Call (217) 283-9388. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________C

    A hit-and-run accident was reported to police at 9 p.

m. Sunday. 

    James Klaber reported that a 1990 Dodge truck was 

damaged while it was parked in the Pamida lot in Hoop-

eston Plaza. 

will meet at 7 p.m. July 27 at the Cadle home east of 

Rossville. Guests are asked to bring their own lawn 

chairs. Refreshments will be provided by Palmer 

Bank. 

Soccer signup 
   Signup for Hoopeston area DSA soccer will be held 

from 9-11 a.m. July 24 and 31 at the Hoopeston Ameri-

can Legion and 5-7 p.m. July 23, 9-11 a.m. July 24, 5-7 

p.m. July 30 and 9-11 a.m. July 31 at Jerry’s IGA. 

Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital 

July 15 

    Admitted: Marjorie Brockway, Elsie Forshier, John 

Frederickson, Hoopeston. 

    Discharged: Harold Wood, John Alkire, Caleb Scott, 

Susan Henning, Golden Creamer. 

July 16 

    Admitted: none. 

    Discharged: John Frederickson, Elsie Forshier, 

Marjorie Brockway. 

July 17 

    Admitted: none. 

3/8” 14.4 volt Drill with 2 Ni-Cad 

batteries, charger & case $17900 

Olympic Hardware 
526 N. Dixie Hwy., Hoopeston (217) 283-5186 

You think it’s  

hot here? 

-God 

Letter to the Editor 

Memorial should include more vets 
Dear Editor, 

    I have helped in collecting money for the new Vet-

eran’s Memorial and have inquired about having my 

father’s name added to the new Veteran’s Memorial and 

found that that is not possible since he was not deployed 

from Grant Township. 

    Okley Lawson was a resident of Hoopeston for 47 

years, having moved here (like many of our residents of 

Hoopeston) from Kentucky after his discharge from the 

Army. He raised his family here and worked until his 

retirement from Joan of Arc and was proud to call 

Hoopeston his home. He passed away in 1993 and had 

military rights at his funeral. 

    I feel many people do not realize that deployment 

from Hoopeston is the criteria for being allowed to be 

named on the monument. I also feel this is unfair to 

those who lived and contributed to our community, even 

if not for a “lifetime.” 

   I commend the persons involved for their dedication to 

this project. It is good to know so many want to recog-

nize our veterans. And I urge anyone who may want 

their family member listed on the monument and have 

the concerns I do about the criteria to share their feelings 

with the members of the committee. 

Sincerely, 

Charlene Ervin 

Hoopeston 

   Just the Facts welcomes letters to the editor. Letters 

should be sent to P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston, IL 60942. 

Letters should include the writer’s signature and daytime 

phone number, and may be edited for space considera-

tions. 

   Discharged: Alice Smith. 

July 18 

   Admitted: Paul Brenner, Cissna Park. 

   Discharged: none. 

In the Hospital 

         Briefly 
Rossville Historical Society 

   The Rossville Historical & Genealogical Society 


