
Fortune 500 company to purchase 147 Pamida stores 
will be probably be closed under the new deal, but that 
will not affect the local store. “They had no plans to 
close this store because it’s profitable,” George said. 
   The combination of the two companies will be “a 
good fit for each other,” George said. Pamida operates in 
smaller markets, with 92 percent of stores in areas with 
trade populations of less than 20,000. ShopKo has 158 
stores in areas of 20,000 to more than 300,000. 
   “We have identified more than 500 small rural mar-
kets that could support a Pamida retail store, said Wil-
liam J. Podany, ShopKo president and chief executive 
officer. “The Pamida retail strategy of convenience is a 
natural fit for these rural markets. 
   Pamida will continue to be headquartered in Omaha, 
Neb. ShopKo’s headquarters are in Green Bay, Wis. 
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            LPHABET ACADEMY  

Preschool 

     Now taking early enrollment  
for August 1999 classes.  
Children must be 3 by Sept. 1 

Teresa Sollars, Licensed Instructor 

(217) 283-9527 
    The Hoopeston Pamida, along with 146 other Pamida 
stores, is expected to have a new owner in July. 
    ShopKo Stores, Inc., a Fortune 500 company, and Pa-
mida Holdings Corporation have signed a definitive 
agreement for ShopKo to acquire Pamida. Under the 
agreement, ShopKo will assume Pamida’s $265 million 
in debt and capitalized lease obligations. 
    The agreement will mean few changes for the Hoopes-
ton Pamida store, said manager Tim George. The store’s 
name will remain the same and the same people will 
work there, he said. 
    Employees were told of the planned acquisition Tues-
day morning. “They seem to be fairly positive,” George 
said. “They think it’s good.” 
    Stores that Pamida had previously decided to close 

Call: Toby Brown & Clayton Hinkle 
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Great Benefits 
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 Best in Checking 
Advantage Checking 

Hoopeston’s 

Community Bank Member FDIC 

Holy Cow! 

Sign up at Sheridan’s Appliances 
224 E Main Street or call 283-4050 

5 Months Unlimited Internet for $15 
That’s only $3/month. 
Valid through 5/15/99. 

New Customers Only 

Back by Popular Demand 

Lunch at 

Compton’s 
Sports Bar & Grill 

11 a.m.-2 p.m.  
225 E. Main, Hoopeston  (217) 283-5253 

Fresh loads 
Greatest selection 

The most choices 
Garden center full 

Annuals, perennials, 

herbs, hanging baskets,  

patio pots, urns 
   Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 
702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days 

Cemetery Flowers 
Silks & blooming plants 
Hanging baskets, vases,  

stone saddles, urns, pots,  
maches, bushes 

Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 
702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days 

Dignitaries gather for medical center groundbreaking 
    Local dignitaries gathered Tuesday afternoon for the 
ceremonial groundbreaking for Hoopeston’s new medi-
cal center. 
    Members of the Hoopeston Community Memorial 
Hospital and Nursing Home board of directors, city offi-
cials and members of the Hoopeston Health Care Foun-
dation executive committee wielded shovels at the cere-
mony. 
    “This is a new journey for the hospital and the com-
munity of Hoopeston,” said Frank Caruso, hospital chief 
executive officer. 
    “This is a very proud day for the hospital,” said hospi-
tal board president Russ Leigh. 
    The hospital plans to build a $1.5 million medical cen-
ter east of the hospital and a $2 million renovation of the 
hospital. 
    Most funds will be received from a $9 million bond 

issue, but $1 million will come from foundation fund-
raising over the next three years. To date, $175,000 has 
been raised, said foundation chairman Steve Margevich. 
   Construction on the medical center is expected to be-
gin this summer. 



Wolfe 
Funeral Home 

907 W. Main St. 
Hoopeston, IL. 
(217) 283-5088 

In the Hospital 

Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital 

May 10 

   Admitted: Florence Goodrum, Nancy Furrow,  Hoop-
eston. 
   Discharged: none. 

   Showers, thunderstorms today, tonight and tomorrow. 
High today 73, low 58. High tomorrow 68, low 55. 
   For current weather conditions, call the Hoopeston 

Weather Line at (217) 283-6221. 

Weather 

Solution to yesterday’s puzzle 

Obituaries 

Woman died of natural causes 
   A Hoopeston woman found dead Saturday died of 
natural causes. 
   Cathy Cooling, 45, of #12 Parkview Court, was 
found dead at 7:48 a.m. Saturday at her home. 
   An autopsy showed Ms. Cooling died of natural 
causes, said a representative of the Vermilion County 
Coroner’s office. 
   There will be no funeral services or visitation for 
Ms. Cooling. Brown-Alkire Funeral Home was in 
charge of arrangements. 

Classifieds 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADULT CARE 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wanting to assist an elderly person in their home with cleaning, 
cooking, shopping, etc. Contact Linda Zimmerman, (217) 283-
6176. References.                                                                127-133 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

May rent is FREE! 2 bedroom deluxe unfurnished at 503 E. 
Penn St. Kitchen includes dishwasher, disposal. Call (217) 283-
6757.                                                                                     131-144 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Like new Tappan electric stove $175; futon bunk bed, very good 
condition, $225. Call (217) 283-5307, leave message.     118-131 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Three year old White GT205 riding lawn mower with 50 inch 
mowing deck (used half of 1996 and all 1997 mowing seasons). 
Twenty horse Briggs and Straton engine. Fluid filled tires.  
Excellent condition. Asking $2000.  For information call (217) 
283-6463.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PRODUCE FOR SALE 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

High quality asparagus for sale. Richard Layden, 2.5 miles west 
of Hoopeston. (217) 283-6864. Open Sundays. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad 
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C A T E R S A L E S

Dave Ervin, who donated bath and kitchen cabinets to 
the sale, and Andy Braden who donated items. 
   FMC employees who donated items or time for the 
sale include Charlotte Kennett, Jeanette McCann, Sherry 
Hayn, LaVonda Sherrill, Fred Zemke, Shirley Wagoner, 
Cecelia Dixon, Tony Gress, Mark Eighner, Sharee Wax, 

Cindy Boardman, Marj Krueger, Karla Coon, Teresa 
Hedgecock, Randy Branch, John Osborne, Bill Stockton, 
Bill McLean, Brian Bretz, Bill Henk, Kevin and Deb Ty-
ler, Richard Price, Karen Harrell and Jack Blank who al-
lowed employees the time and space at FMC to host the 
event. 

Cemetery Arrangements 
Live & silk 

Monument saddles 
Urns     Vases 

                           Flower Shop 
                           & Garden Center 

S. Second Ave., Hoopeston   (217) 283-6681 

    COMBS – Eleanor J. Combs, 67, of Hoopeston, died 
at 7:44 a.m. Monday, May 10, 1999 at Provena United 
Samaritans Medical Center, Logan campus, Danville. 
Funeral services will be at 10 a.m. Thursday at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Hoopeston. Burial will be in 
Mann’s Chapel Cemetery, Rossville. Visitation will be 
6-8 p.m. Wednesday at Brown-Alkire Funeral Home. 
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(217)  

283-5571 

214 E. Penn 

Hoopeston 

VISIT US @ OUR WEB SITE www.bentire.com 

TIRES FOR PASSENGER CARS-

TRUCKS-VANS 

RV’S & FARM SERVICE 

CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS 

           Briefly 
Concert winner 

    Brenda Weinard is the concert winner in the Hoopes-
ton Area Music Booster calendar drawing. Weinard will 
receive $100. 
    The name of another $100 winner will be drawn 
Thursday night at the Fine Arts Festival at Hoopeston 
Area Middle School. 

Sale a success 
    Saturday’s garage sale sponsored by FMC employees 
was a success. 
    The sale netted nearly $1,300, up from $1,000 last 
year, for the Vermilion County Relay for Life in support 
of the American Cancer Society. 
    Sale coordinator Joan Johnson had special thanks for 


