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    There are at least two sides to every 
story and the tale of Carl Valentine’s 
resignation last Monday as Hoopeston 
police chief, and subsequent unex-
plained ouster three days later, is no ex-
ception. 
    Valentine has been quoted as blaming 
officers who complained about changes 
in the department, and city officials  who did not suffi-
ciently back him. It is insulting to the police department 
and officials to think such action would be taken based 
on complaints about shift changes and other minor 
points. 
    Valentine was strongly supported until recently, when 
those inside and out of the department made official 
complaints to the Hoopeston Police Commission. The 
complaints allege, among other things, that Valentine 
sexually harassed officers and others. A hearing would 
have determined the validity of the allegations but that 
process was sidestepped when he resigned. 

    Valentine was quoted as saying he 
was aware of officer complaints and that 
those complaints would have stopped if 
city officials had given him more sup-
port. But at what cost to the city would 
that support have come?  
    The “disgruntled employee” defense 
was first used several months ago when 

Valentine was investigated for mishandling drug seizure 
funds. Valentine approached the media to tell his side of 
the story, which included blaming the investigation on 
unhappy officers. Valentine was cleared of wrongdoing, 
but his method of dealing with officer criticism was in 
place. 
   This is not the first time Valentine has had difficulty at 
a police department. An article in the March 18, 1987  
Palm Beach (Fla.) Post said Valentine fired three offi-
cers in his first five weeks as acting police chief. Two 
had  
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As of Aug. 10, 1998,  
the back room of the Rossville 
Community Ambulance Service 
building will no longer be open to 
the public due to space needed 
for equipment and records.           Briefly 

Music Booster winners 
   This week’s winners in the Hoopeston Area Music 
Booster calendar drawing are: Aug. 10, Becky John-
son, Hoopeston; Aug. 11, Alison Alkire, Hoopeston; 
Aug. 12, W. Thomas Roberts, Community Bank; 
Aug. 13, HAHS Student Council; Aug. 14, Reba 
Fleming, Hoopeston.     

Multi Agency van schedule 
   This week’s schedule for the Hoopeston Multi 
Agency transportation project is Monday, Hoopeston 
shuttle;  Tuesday, Shafer Lake, Monticello, Ind. 
(leave at 8 a.m.) Wednesday, Danville; Thursday, 

Hoopeston shuttle; Friday, Danville. 
   For more information or to arrange a ride, call the 
Multi Agency at (217) 283-5544. 
   Community center activities this week include: 
Monday, ladies bridge, noon; Thursday: men’s coffee, 
9:30 a.m.; potluck, noon, blood pressure checks, 12:30 
p.m., men’s euchre 12:30 p.m.; and Friday, unemployed 
discount program, 1-3 p.m. 

Bowling meeting 
   The Friday Mixed League will meet at 7 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 14 at 10 Pin Alley.  
   For more information call Teresa Cox, 9217) 283-
5195. 
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at 11:43 a.m. Friday in the 200 block of West Penn. 
   Police said Betty J. Cox, 922 W. Penn, was east-
bound on Penn in a 1996 Ford when her vehicle hit a 
parked 1992 GMC owned by David M. Lowe, 505 
Dellwood, Tilton. 
   Lonnie R. Davis, 24, of 707 E. Young, was arrested 
at 12:47 a.m. Sunday, charged with driving on suspen-
sion and no insurance. He was released on $100 cash 
bond. 
   Joseph Schwartz, 204 E. Honeywell, reported Sun-
day that someone took a wallet, alcohol and other 
items from his car while it was parked at 512 E. 
Young. 
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rested at 6:50 p.m. Thursday, charged with battery 
on a complaint from Roy Scott Brown, 215 N. Gil-
bert, Danville. 
   Police said Brown reported Prather struck him in 
the face when he returned his children to her home 
after visitation. 
   Prather was released on a notice to appear. 
   No tickets or injuries were reported in an accident 

   Partly cloudy, chance of thunderstorms today, to-
night and tomorrow. Highs 85, lows 68. 
   For current weather conditions, call the Hoopeston 

Weather Line at (217) 283-6221. 
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Obituaries 

Resignation continued from other side 

their firings overturned, then resigned. The third filed 
suit and reached an out-of-court settlement. 
    While at Lake Clark Shores, Valentine resigned, 
rescinded his resignation, then resigned again a week 
later, according to reports in the Miami (Fla.) Herald and 
Palm Beach Post. 
    A Miami Herald article of April 1, 1987, said 
Valentine resigned over public accusations of official 
misconduct. The April 2, 1987 edition carried a story in 
which Valentine rescinded the resignation. In an April 7, 
1987 story, the Herald said Valentine was cleared of the 
charges but resigned again, citing a desire to be with his 
sick father in Arkansas. 
    More currently, residents of Brookland, Ark., where 
Valentine was chief prior to coming to Hoopeston, be-
gan a petition drive to have him removed. James 
Grimes, a Brookland town council member while 
Valentine was chief, was among approximately 300 
people signing the petition which circulated in January-
February 1997. “My opinion of him as a chief would be 
real low,” Grimes said. “On a scale of 1-10, I couldn’t 
recommend him.” 

   Another Arkansas resident, Jody Foster, agreed with 
Grimes. “As long as things are going his way, he’s 
great,” he said.  
   Foster a trustee of the Fraternal Order of Eagles when 
Valentine worked as club manager – while chief in 
Brookland – was one of five trustees who signed a letter 
of recommendation for Valentine. Foster said he would 
not sign such a letter again. “I did it before I got to know 
him,” he said. 
   Valentine resigned from Brookland in March 1997 
with an April. 4 effective date, Grimes said. He began 
his duties in Hoopeston April 7, 1997. 
   And there you have another side of the story. 

   Alvin R. Lovell, 19, of Parkview Court #36, was 
arrested at 7:33 p.m. Thursday, charged with transfer 
of tobacco products to a minor on a complaint from 
Debbie Schueller, 625 E. Penn. 
   Police said Schueller reported Lovell gave tobacco 
products to Schueller’s 14-year-old son. 
   Lovell was released on a notice to appear. 
   Mary Ann Prather, 31, of 716 E. Main, was ar-

Classifieds 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LOST & FOUND 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lost: yellow Labrador puppy w/green collar. Lost in Bryce-
Milford area. If found, call (815) 889-5459. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PRODUCE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

White & yellow bicolor corn. Young and tender, just like a 
baby’s kiss. Layden’s Sweet Corn. Call for availability & 
location. (217) 283-6864. 2.5 mi. west of Hoopeston on 
Thompson Ave.                                                         219-232 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1978 Honda 500T. New plugs, air filters, points. Runs & 
looks good. Best offer (815) 984-4014.                     218-222 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                A Just the Facts classified makes  

                those unwanted items disappear.  

          Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad 

    BURTON – James Burton, 94, of Rossville, formerly 
of Hoopeston, died at 8:25 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 6, 1998, 
at Hoopeston Community Nursing Home. Funeral ser-
vices will be at 2 p.m. Monday at the Wolfe Funeral 
Home, Rossville. Burial will be in Rossville Cemetery. 
Visitation was 5-8 p.m. Sunday at the funeral home. 
    SHEETS – Kathleen W. Odum Sheets, 81, of Stuart, 
Fla., formerly of Danville and Hoopeston, died at 5:15   

a.m. Friday, Aug. 7, 1998, at Martin Memorial Hospital 
South, Stuart, Fla. Funeral services will be at 11 a.m. 
Tuesday at the Sunset Funeral Home and Cremation 
Center, Danville. Burial will be in Sunset Memorial 
Park, Danville. Visitation will be one hour before ser-
vices Tuesday at the funeral home. Memorials are sug-
gested to the American Diabetes Foundation, 1101 
Northlake Destiny Drive, Maitland, Fla., 32751. 

Police News 


