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Former frame shop to be home to young pinball wizards 
    ROSSVILLE—A local woman is trading the solitude 
of wood and framing mats for pool tables and kids. 
    Sharol Gossett, owner of Gossett’s Village Frame 
Shop, has closed that business, but plans to reopen 
Mama’s Place at the same 112 S. Chicago location. 
    Mama’s Place, scheduled to open “as soon as 
possible,” Gossett said, will be an arcade, with pool 
tables, pinball and video games and dances for local 
youth. “I wanted to be open by Nov. 1, but everybody 
I’ve talked to says that’s impossible,” she said. “But I’m 
going to try.” 
    Gossett operated the frame shop with her husband, 
Leon, for approximately 18 years. When he died about a 
year ago, she kept the shop going, but in recent months 
began to rethink her decision. “My heart wasn’t in it,” 
she said. 
    One day, Gossett looked at the 2,000 sq. ft. building 
and wondered what she could put there. She considered 
several options, including an adult day care service, but 
decided instead to open the arcade. 
    The neat, orderly appearance of the frame shop has 
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•Sewer and Drain Cleaning   •Water Jet Drain Cleaning 

•Septic Tank Cleaning                    •Sewer Line Foaming 
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Railroad detectives end investigation with surveillance 
    Detectives from the CSX Railroad were in Hoopeston 
last weekend, the culmination of a six-month 
investigation into youngsters trespassing on railroad 
property. 
    The detectives’ office received complaints from train 
crews that local teens “were playing chicken with the 
trains” in the downtown area said K.I. Miller, CSX 
special agent. 
    Agents spent Friday and Saturday in Hoopeston, 
meeting with local police and school officials, 
distributing literature on Operation Lifesaver, the 
railroad industry’s safety program. 
    Agents, along with Hoopeston officers and auxiliary 

police, set up surveillance near the downtown crossings 
on both nights. While several people were warned and 
three juveniles arrested on alcohol-related charges, 
railroad detectives made no arrests. 
   “Our main purpose wasn’t to go there and arrest 
people, it was to get the message out,” Miller said. “The 
only way you get people to do what they should is 
through education,” he said. 
   Local police were unaware of the problem, said Chief 
Orval Kaag. “We hadn’t seen anything,” he said. 
   Miller emphasized the danger of the teens’ actions. 
“You can’t stop a train on a dime,” he said. “Trains 
don’t swerve.” 

been ripped apart. Her former work area is being 
transformed into a lounge area for adults, which will 
have a television, coffee pot and poker machines. 
   The front entrance now has a partially mirrored wall 
and a deejay booth. A stage area is under construction. 
   The walls, once were adorned with frames and 
artwork, are now painted black. “I’m 55 years old,” 
Gossett said. “If it were up to me, I”d paint it pink and 
blue, but that’s not what’s cool.”  
   Looking at the walls, she comes up with a positive 
spin on the decor. “There’s no way in God’s green earth 
(youngsters) are going to write on it - unless they bring 
chalk,” she said. “I don’t care if they do.” 
   That laissez-faire attitude will extend to other aspects 
of the arcade. “I don’t want to get to the place where 
kids think ‘We’ve done a no-no, she’s going to kick me 
out,’” Gossett said. “We’ll sit down and talk about it.” 
   Gossett hopes that while kids are enjoying the 
facilities, 
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Weather 

   Seventy percent chance of thunderstorms today. High 
in the mid 70s. Tonight, clearing. Low in the low 60s. 
Tomorrow, windy, cold. High near 46, low near 45. 

Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital 
Oct. 15, 1996 

   Admitted: Pam Moyer and Mary Louise Wagoner, 
Hoopeston. 
   Discharged: none. 

In the hospital 

Obituaries 

    The arcade will be geared toward pre-teen and 
adolescents, but will probably draw older teens on band 
and deejay nights, Gossett said. 
    Although operating hours have not bee set, Gossett 
said she will probably close about 30 minutes before 
curfew to allow youngsters to get home on time. 
    The arcade’s name, Mama’s Place, refers to Gossett, 
called “Mama” by members of the pool league she and 
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they’ll learn a little about life’s choices and consquences. 
She does not plan to hang a list of things youngsters 
shouldn’t do, but hopes to rely on their good sense and her 
willingness to talk things over. 
   “If some kid comes in here and starts cussing, I’m not 
going to toss him out. I’ll take him in the back, buy him a 
Pepsi and we’ll talk about it. He’ll end up making the right 
decision, but it will be his decision.” 

   KELNHOFER -  Ruby L. Kelnhofer, 62, of 
Hoopeston, died at 2:20 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 15, 1996 at 
United Samaritans Medical Center, Logan campus, 
Danville. Funeral services will be at 11 a.m. Friday at 
the Hamilton-Orr Funeral Home. Burial will be in Floral 
Hill Cemetery. Visitation will be 6-8 p.m. Thursday at 
the funeral home. Memorials are suggested to the 
American Cancer Society or USMC Hospice in 

Classifieds 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHILD CARE 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reliable daytime babysitter needed for 1-year-old. Call (217) 
283-6786. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Will babysit. Close to Schumachers. (217) 283-6388. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPUTER EQUIPMENT 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ATI 3-D Xpression PCI 2 mb. Includes optimized version of 
MechWarrior 2 and 2 other 3-D games. Used 1 week. Will sell 
for $175, install for free. Call (217) 283-9348. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HELP WANTED 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Experienced waitresses. All shifts available. Excellent pay rate 
and good tips. Apply in person at Feedbag Restaurant, Rt. 1, 
Rossville, or call manager at (217) 748-6201.                     287-
290 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12X56 mobile home. 2 bedroom, central air, car port. Must be 
moved. Call (815) 984-3787.                                              287-289 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

You’ve tried the rest...now try the BEST! 

Just the Facts classifieds 

Rates: $2.50/15 words   
$1 @ additional 5 words 

her husband belonged to. “I’m probably the oldest 
member (of the league),” she said. “I think they’ve 
always called me Mama.” 
   Gossett admits a youth-oriented enterprise isn’t for 
everyone, but says it suits her. “I think if you give kids 
half a chance, they’ll surprise you,” she said. “I like kids. 
Besides, I think I’m doing this more for me than for 
them.” 
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    A 100-car train traveling 60 miles per hour takes 1.5 
miles to stop once the engineer pulls the emergency 
brake, Miller said.  
    “They just don’t realize how dangerous it is,” he 
said. “We’re just trying to keep someone from getting 
killed.” 
    Playing with trains is also hard on the crew. “Until 
you’ve been in the engine, you don’t know,” Miller 
said. “It tends to give you a shortened lifespan in terms 
of nerves.” 
    The weekend surveillance also applied to motorists 
who drive around lowered railroad gates.  “Any time 
you play a game with a train, you’re going to lose, 
whether you’re in a car or on foot,” he said. 
    Miller considers the weekend to be successful both 
because agents were able to establish rapport with 
local police and because residents are more aware of 
train safety. “I do think we made an impact on the 
local adolescents and young adults,” he said. “For at 

Police News 
Main. 
   Police said Donald R. Spease of Maysville, Mo., 
was backing a 1990 International semi into a loading 
dock and hit a parked 1993 Ford owned by George 
Fix, 37811 State Route 1. 
   Deanna Ramsey, 824 E. Wyman, A2, reported 
Wednesday that someone slashed two tires on her 
Monte Carlo while it was parked at Baer’s Motel. 

Police solve auto burglaries 
  Police say the arrest of a 16-year-old boy allowed 
them to solve two recent auto burglaries. 
  The thefts occurred Oct. 14 and Sept. 13, when the 
boy and another youth allegedly took a 1992 Ford 
Escort owned by Ken and Linda Goodrum of 723 N. 
Fifth St. 
  Police said the young man told them he and another 
boy kep the ignition keys when they took the vehicle 
on Sept. 13. 

   The car was recovered in Iroquois County and was 
returned to the Goodrums. 
   The boy was released to a parent pending a 
juvenile petion being filed. 
   In other police news: 
   Eddie Edwards of 865 E. Seminary, reported 
Wednesday that windows were broken out of two 
vehicles parked at that address. 
   No tickets or injuries were reported in an accident 
at 11:30 a.m. Wednesday in the 300 block of West 


