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    Twenty-two young women are competing this year for 
the title of National Sweetheart during the 53rd National 
Sweetcorn Festival. 
    The second preliminary round will 
be held at 7 p.m. tonight at the 
McFerren Park Civic Center. 
    The pageant uses a point system 
following the format of the Miss 
America pageant. Each contestant is 
given points on a 1-to-10 scale by 
each of five judges in four categories, 
including interview, talent, evening 
gown and swimsuit. 
    Interviews, held Thursday, make up 
30 percent of the total score. The 
talent competition accounts for 40 percent of the score, 
with swimsuit and evening gown making up 15 percent 
each. 
    The top 10 finalists will compete in Sunday’s finals, 
where the National Sweetheart will be named. First 
through fourth runners up will be named, as well as a 

Saturday spotlight shines on talent, beauty, at pageant 
talent winner and Miss Congeniality. 
   Like contestants, pageant judges are selected from 

around the United States. Judges at 
the local pageant all have experience 
working with and judging state 
pageants in the Miss America system. 
       The pageant provides a good 
training ground for candidates who 
hope to someday wear the Miss 
America crown. 
       Since 1974, five young women 
have gone from winning the National 
Sweetheart title to winning Miss 
America. They are: Rebbecca King, 
1974; Grace E. Ward, 1982; Debrah 

L. Turner, 1989, Carolyn Sapp, 1992; and Leanza 
Cornett, 1993. 
   Eleven former contestants at the National Sweetheart 
Pageant will represent their states at this year’s Miss 
America pageant, including the 1995 National 
Sweetheart, Tara Dawn Holland of Kansas. 

Today’s highlights 
   A one-mileFun Run/Walk starts the day at 
7:30 a.m., followed by the Sweetcorn 5K Run at 8 a.
m. Both events will be held at Honeywell School. 

   The Grand Parade gets underway at 10:30 a.
m. traveling down Main St. Entries will include 
bands from around the area, fire trucks, classy cars 
and, of course, National Sweetheart contestants. Be 
sure to come early and get a good seat! 

   Free, hot, buttered sweet corn, ready to eat, 
will be served from 1-5 p.m. 

   “The Southern Justice Band” will perform 
free from 2-6 p.m. in the beer tent. Come to listen or 

kick up your heels for a while. 

   Experience the crashes as drivers try for the 
number one spot in the first of two demo derbies. 
Tonight’s action begins at 6 p.m. in the McFerren 
Park annex. 

   The second preliminary round of the 
National Sweetheart Pageant gets underway at 7 p.m. 
in the McFerren Park Civic Center. 

   Round out the day’s entertainment with “Full 
Circle,” playing in the beer tent beginning at 8:30 p.
m. 

See complete schedule on the other side 
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GRESS LIQUID WASTE REMOVAL 

506 N. 7th Ave. • Hoopeston, IL. 60942 
800-340-6389 • Fax: 217-283-6233 

 

•Sewer and Drain Cleaning   •Water Jet Drain Cleaning 

•Septic Tank Cleaning                    •Sewer Line Foaming 

•Sewer Televising                                  for Root Control 

•Electronic Sewer Line Locating 

•Grease Traps 



Weather 

   Partly cloudy today. High in the mid 80s. Tonight, 
clear. Low near 60. Tomorrow, continued partly cloudy. 
High near 85, low near 65. 

                      Outside Entertainment -  
                         Jeff Bibik Magic Show 
                      Free Sweetcorn Served 
                      Art Show Opens - Girl Scout House 
   1 p.m.        Children’s Fishing Derby 
   1-4 p.m.     Bingo - Legion Shelter 
   2-4 p.m.     Children’s Games  
                         (sponsored by McDonald’s) 
   2 p.m.        Outdoor Entertainment -  
                         “Starlighters” Big Band Music 
   6 p.m.        Demo Derby II - Annex 
   7 p.m.        National Sweetheart Pageant Finals 
                         Civic Center 
   10 p.m.      Pageant Reception/Dance - Civic Center 

Monday, Sept. 2 
   8 a.m.         Flea Market Opens 
   9 a.m.         Gates Open - ($1 Admission) 
   9:30 a.m.    Antique Auto Show 
                      Display Area Opens 
   11 a.m.       Outdoor Entertainment - 
                      Chuck Field & Ziggy 
   Noon       Midway Opens 
                      Garden Tractor Pull - Annex 
                      Free Sweetcorn Served 
                      Beer Tent Opens 
   1 p.m.        Bingo - Legion Shelter 
                      Art Show Opens - Girl Scout House 
   3 p.m.        Dance in Beer Tent -  
                         “Willard Cratchloe” 
   4 p.m.        Bessie Bingo 
   4-9 p.m.     Ride Special - $9 

   Buses will continuously run the route between the 
school and park, and parking attendants will be on 
hand at the lot to increase vehicle safety. 

Saturday, Aug. 31 
   6 a.m.         Flea market opens 
    7:30 a.m.     1 Mile Fun Run/Walk - Honeywell School 
    8 a.m.         Sweetcorn 5K Run - Honeywell School 
    9 a.m.         Gates Open - $1 Admission 
    10:30 a.m.  Grand Parade - Downtown Hoopeston 
    Noon       Midway Opens 
                       Display Area Opens 
                       Outside Entertainment - Unca Cha Cha 
                       Art Show - Girl Scout House 
                       Hooterville Iron Car Show  
                           (south end of park) 
                       Beer Tent Opens 
                       Hot Rod Car Show 
    1-5 p.m.      Free Sweetcorn Served 
    2 p.m.         Outdoor Concert  
    2-6 p.m.      Dance in Beer Tent - “The Southern 
Justice                         Band 
    3 p.m.         Outside Entertainment - Teika the Clown 
    6 p.m.         Demo Derby I - Annex 
    7-10 p.m.    Bingo - Legion Shelter 
    7 p.m.         National Sweetheart Pageant -  
                           Civic Center 
    8:30 p.m. Dance in Beer Tent - “Full Circle” 

Sunday, Sept. 1 
    8 a.m.         Flea Market Opens 
    9 a.m.         Gates Open ($1 Admission) 
    10 a.m.        Horseshoe Pitching Contest -  
                           across from Annex 
    Noon       Midway Opens 
                       Display Area Opens 

A Full Service Investment Banker, 
Looking Forward to Helping You 
With All of Your Investment Needs. 

National Sweetcorn Festival Schedule of Events 

   Navigating McFerren Park in a vehicle during the 
National Sweetcorn Festival can be pretty trying. It 
seems there are almost as many cars as ears of corn. 
   To help motorists, a free shuttle service is being 
offered. A bus will travel between John Greer Grade 
School, 609 W. Main, and the park, between 11 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. 
   To get to the shuttle parking lot, turn from Route 1  
east on Main Street and follow the signs. 

Parking changes designed to make navigating festival easier 


