
made her appearance at 2:37 p.m. 
Aug. 26, 1996, weighing 7 lbs., 5 oz. 

and measuring 21”. 
Parents: Amy and Gene 

Shutes, Danville 
Grandparents: Richard and 
Barbara Swope, Hoopeston 
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Hoopeston Area bows out of reorganization talks among schools 
   Talk of reorganization will continue among schools 
in northern Vermilion County, but Hoopeston Area 
will not be included. 
   Hoopeston bowed out at Tuesday’s meeting of 
school officials from Rossville-Alvin, Potomac, 
Armstrong-Ellis Grade School, Armstrong High 
School and Bismarck-Henning. 
   The group discussing options for merging included 
superintendents and two board members from each 
of the six districts. 
   At board meetings this month, only Hoopeston 

Jewel Lewis, O.D. 

Shawn Mallady, O.D. 

Ronald Serfoss, O.D. 

 

expressed a desire to continue negotiating on any of 
six proposals drafted by the districts. 
   Of other districts expressing a preference, none 
included Hoopeston Area as a prime candidate. 
   “Let’s face it - we’re out,” said Gary Miller, 
Hoopeston Area board vice president. “Hoopeston is 
respectfully bowing out with the intention of keeping 
a line of communication open with Rossville.” 
   Distance and Hoopeston’s tax rate of $3.56 per 
$100 assessed valuation made the northernmost  

See TALKS on other side 

Let her know she’s  

the real Sweetheart 
Send a rose today! 

Red, yellow, pink, white or peach 
with baby’s breath and greenery 

Just $6.98 delivered in a bud vase 

Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 
702 W. Main, Hoopeston  283-5578  Open 7 Days! 

To organizers of the National Sweetcorn Festival, held 
locally each Labor Day weekend, rain is the biggest 
nightmare. To those attending the five-day event, 
finding a parking place can be a nightmare, as well. 
    Event officials hope to alleviate some parking 
problems caused by thousands of people trying to park 
their vehicles in McFerren Park with two traffic flow 
measures. 
    First, a free shuttle bus service will run continuously 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday through Monday from a 
grass lot at John Greer Grade School to McFerren Park, 
said James Eyrich, festival parking coordinator. 
    Second, Penn St., which runs past the park entrance, 
will be one-way between Ninth Ave. and Route 1, and 
the turn lane on Route 1 at Penn will be closed. 
    The measures are being implemented to increase the 
flow of traffic and decrease the number of vehicles 
which back up onto Route 1. “In the past, we’ve had 
some heavy traffic congestion,” Eyrich said. “It would 
take 45 minutes to go through the park and not find a 
parking spot. We’d like visitors to park at John Greer 
first.” 

   Shuttle buses, provided by the Hoopeston Area school 
district, will take festival-goers to within less than one-
quarter block of the main gate. 
   Changes on Route 1 and Penn St. were approved by 
the Illinois Department of Transportation,  which will 
provide signs notifying motorists of the changes, Eyrich 
said. Hoopeston Mayor Bob Ault also approved the 
changes, he said. 
   To reach the shuttle bus lot, northbound traffic should 
exit Route 1 on Elm St., then go north on Sixth Ave. to 
Main, then east to the parking lot. Southbound traffic 
should turn east on Main to the lot. 
   Those exiting the lot should use Main St. to Route 1. 
   People who need to go to the park should turn east on 
Elm St. from the highway, left on Sixth Ave and left 
again on Penn St. 
   Visitors with handicapped designations are asked to 
exit Route 1 on Elm St. and use the Elm St. entrance to 
the park to reach designated parking spaces. 
   Because vehicle safety is a concern, Eyrich said cars in 
the shuttle lot will be monitored by parking attendants 
on the scene. 

Free shuttle bus, street changes planned for 1996 festival 



Oil Rebates 

 
 
 

Rod’s  
Home & Auto 

Police News 

   Partly sunny today. High in the upper 80s. Tonight, 
clear. Low in the low to mid 60s. Tomorrow, partly 
cloudy. High near 85, low near 65. 

Weather 

                  Al Mathison 
 

In the Hospital 

Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital 
Aug. 26, 1996 

   Admitted: Otilio Aguilar, Hoopeston; Donald 
Gay, Wellington. 
   Discharged: Constance Fenwick, Hoopeston. 

   Lucille Scott, 225 E. Washington, reported 
Tuesday that someone threw a large piece of cement 
through outside and inside windows at her home. A 
screen was also broken. 
   Rhonda Winchester, 715 E. Wyman, reported 
Tuesday that someone knocked out the back window 
and bent the gear shift of a car owned by Mark Rice. 
   The car was parked at Henning’s Root Beer Stand 
on Route 1 when the damage occurred. 

   Tunis L. Clyden, Milford, fines and costs due, failed 
to appear; warrant issued. 
   Heather Davis, Hoopeston, 22 hours public service 
work converted to $95; to be paid by Sept. 5. 

Just in time for Labor Day 
Beautiful, large, in-bloom 

Hardy Mums 
available at 

Classifieds 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 

FOR RENT 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 

Rossville: 1 b/r, lg. kit/fam. rm., all apl., c/air, gar. $350/mo, 
$350 sec. depos. Month-to-month rental. Illiana R/E, (217) 
283-7800. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 

Hoopeston: 3 b/r, 1.5 bth, fam. rm., all apl. $400/mo., $400 
sec. depos. Mo.-to-mo. rental. Illiana R/E, (217) 283-7800. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 
2-bedroom downstairs apartment. $285/mo. plus deposit. 
call (217) 283-7920. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 

NOTICE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 
Hoopeston Public Library accepting sealed bids on a 1988 
Academic American Encyclopedia, 21 volumes. Excellent 
condition. Bids will be reviewed September 6 at 4 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 

Rates: $2.50/15 words,  $1 @ additional 5 words 

COMPUTER TROUBLES? 
Never used a computer before? 

Want to make better use of your computer? 
Buying a computer? 

Let me help you by: 
Helping you choose a computer and software- Do you really    
   need to spend thousands on a new computer? 
Independently evaluating computers and software you may be 
   considering - how can you tell if that price is too good to be true? 
Connecting you to the Internet, with setup and training along the 
   way. 
Setting up computerized bookkeeping systems. 
Recovering lost files, diagnosing bad hard drives and virus      
   scanning. 
Backing up your hard disk and data. 
Optimizing Windows, memory managers and hard drives. 
Setting up applications to suit your needs. 
Providing hands-on training in: Windows, Windows-95, DOS, 
   word processors, spreadsheets, databases and financial  
   software. 

   Aug. 15: Earl H. Lequire, Hoopeston, illegal 
possession, sidewalk; $45 fine. 
   Charles R. Richardson Jr., Hoopeston, deceptive 
practice, $110.25 restitution; $75, restitution. 
   James Roach, Hoopeston, disorderly conduct, 
summons issued. 

   Cynthia Strawser, Hoopeston, disorderly conduct, 
$45. 
   Frances M. Torres, Ambia, Ind.,., deceptive 
practice, $73.65 restitution; $100 bond applied. 
   Brandi L. Anderson, Bismarck, $300.31 due; 
warrant issued. 

Court dispositions 

Just the Facts 
will be closed 
Monday, Sept. 

2 
for Labor Day. 

Talks continued from other side 

school unattractive to most others. 
   Armstrong-Ellis officials felt a combined district 
with Hoopeston would be “just too large,” according 
to a letter from board president Marj Welchans. 
   Bismarck-Henning compared its tax rate with that 
of Hoopeston’s. “Maybe we shouldn’t sit in 
judgment, but we asked ourselves if the people of 
Hoopeston would want a tax increase,” said board 
member Perry Jaynes. 
   Also, he said, the distance between the two districts 
would be too great to bus students. “How far we bus 
our kids is also a concern,” he said. 
   Although Hoopeston is out, the other districts will 
continue talking. Since none of the six scenarios 
submitted by superintendents was favored, each 
board will now be asked to submit one or two 
proposals, “one that you can live with and one that’s 
what you want,” Miller said. 
   A compilation of curricula will also be made, by 
Randy Hird, Potomac superintendent. Hird said the 
information in needed to give to the public. “If the 
idea is to sell, what are we selling (the public),” he 

asked.  
   Both the proposals and curricula materials will be 
presented when the group meets again, at 6:30 p.m. 
Sept. 25 at the Potomac Grade School gym. 
   Representatives agreed that more emphasis must be 
placed on the tentative nature of the discussions. 
“We’re not laying bricks tomorrow,” said Wayne 
Scarlett of Armstrong-Ellis. 
   Stan Morgan of Bismarck-Henning suggested the 
group use euphemisms for discussions to reduce 
public apprehension.  
   “‘Consolidation’ and ‘reorganization’ are not 
popular words,” he said. By using terms such as 
“joint venture” and “joint agreement,” “maybe we 
can get their mindset away from those words,” he 
said. 
   Although talks will continue, some representatives 
were disappointed early talks did not produce a more 
concrete solution. “I’m a little disappointed we 
couldn’t come to an agreement on the first go-
round,” said Morgan. 


