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Local police work leads to conviction in Gary, IN triple 

Local police find gun used to kill 

mother, father and grandmother 

    A Hoopeston police investigation last summer helped 

get a conviction on a triple homicide in Gary, IN. 

    On Aug. 19, 1995, officer Roger Beaty received a call 

concerning a suspicious person near Jerry’s IGA, Routes 

1 and 9. 

    That person, Ronald M. Berry of Rensselaer, IN., was 

convicted last week of killing his mother, father and 

grandmother, all of Gary. 

    Berry, who was asleep in bushes near the grocery 

store, told Beaty he had had a motorcycle accident two 

to three miles east of Hoopeston. Beaty then called 

Vermilion County Sheriff’s Deputy Mary Wright to 

help locate the motorcycle.    

    Wright agreed to take Berry to find the motorcycle. As 

Beaty patted  Berry down for possible weapons, Wright 

picked up a backpack Berry was carrying. “It weighed 

about 50 lbs.,” Beaty said.  

    A check of the backpack revealed a Smith and 

Wesson 9 mm gun with laser sights. “To this day, Mary 

and I don’t know why he didn’t go for that gun,” Beaty 

said. 

    Berry was taken to the local police station, where he 

gave police a false name and date of birth. When he 

gave his correct name, police records showed Berry was 

wanted on a warrant from Jasper County, IN. 

   Berry was placed in Wright’s squad car to be taken to 

the Public Safety Building in Danville. While she was 

enroute, Beaty received a call from Gary police saying 

Berry was suspected of shooting the three family 

members, then setting fire to the house they were killed 

in. 

   While Gary police suspected Berry of the killings, 

they had no proof. “All they had was circumstantial 

evidence,” Beaty said. “The only witness to the crime 

was the gun. Gary police didn’t have a case without the 

testimony and the gun. They were very appreciative.” 

   Beaty and Wright attended various aspects of the trial, 

including a suppression hearing when defense attorneys 

tried to get the gun dismissed as evidence, claiming 

Beaty and Wright illegally searched the backpack. The 

court ruled, however, that officers were right to search 

Berry’s backpack as a protective measure. 

   Berry is scheduled to be sentenced June 5, Beaty said.  

He will not get the death penalty. 

   The murders were committed for monetary reasons, 

Beaty said. “He wanted Grandma’s money is what it 

boils down to,” he said. 

   Berry’s arrest and subsequent conviction were good 

news to Beaty. “The good guys won one,” he said. 

Steak Fry 
 

Friday, May 17 
5:30-8 p.m. 

American Legion 
502 E. Penn, Hoopeston 

       Steak         $10 

                                           

                                          Bob & Kathy Butterworth 
                                          Independent Sales Representatives 

                                          R.R. #1  Box 170 
                                          36937 N. 990 East Rd. 
                                          Rossville, IL   60963-7152 
                                          (217) 283-9208 

Sportsman Bait & Tackle  Warf’s Marathon 
Warf’s on Second 

Warf’s 
Convenient one-stop shopping 
For full-service Marathon gas 

Bait & tackle & all your sports good needs. 
Open 7 days a week -  

7-7 p.m. Mon.-Fri.               7-5 Sat. & Sun. 
Corner of Main & Second Ave., Hoopeston 

   The Illinois Employement and Training Center 

opened a full service office in Hoopeston on 

Monday, May 5. 

   The office will be in the Multi Agency Service 

Center, 206 S. First Ave. A representative of the 

Illinois Department of Employement Security will be 

in the office on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Friday from 9 a.m. to noon and 1-4 p.m. The 

representative will take unemployment claims, 

register for job service and refer on jobs.  

   All functions that are presently handled by the 

Danville office for both Job Service and 

Unemployment will be available. 

   Job Training Partnership will be in Hoopeston 

from 9 a.m. to noon Thursdays to do intakes and 

orientations. 

Full service employment office opens at Multi Agency 

 

 

Brown’s Cash & Carry would like to say “Thank 
You” to everyone who shared in the celebration of 

our 50th anniversary. Your continued support  
is very much appreciated. 

To all of my friends I have worked 

with at Edard D. Jones, 
  Dreams can come true! I am excited and proud 
to announce that I have accepted a position with 
Barron-Chase Securities, Inc. at 207 E. Main St. I 
have enjoyed serving you in the past and look 
forward to serving you in the future. Feel free to 
stop in and see me anytime. Just ask for Sharon. 
  God bless all of you. 

Sharon Dixon 

It’s a Veggie Sale 
at Marcia’s Bloomers 

thru Saturday 

All vegetable plants, 20% off Cash & Carry 

75¢ 3 pack now 60¢ 
2,000 tomato plants! 

6 miles east of Rossville  (217) 748-6465 

Memorial Day Flowers & Plants 
Choose from the store with choices 

•Hanging baskets, silk or planted 
•Poles for hanging baskets, single & double 
•Silk arrangements to fit on monuments 
•Traditional urns, planted or with silk 
•Pots of silk flowers or planted 
•Cemetery vases, fresh flowers or silk 
•Wreaths, stands, waterproof ribbon 
•Silk bushes, literally hundreds, all colors 
•Artificial vines and ferns 
•Geraniums, petunias, spike and vines 
  and other colorful plants to do your own 
•Styrofoam, cemetery cones, 3 sizes urns, 

  stone saddles, hanging baskets, loose silk 
  flowers to do your own. 

Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 
702 W. Main, Hoopeston  283-5578  Open 7 Days! 



   Partly sunny and warmer today. High near 80. 

Tonight, partly cloudy. Low in the mid 60s. Tomorrow, 

isolated thunderstorms. High near 85, low near 65. 

Weather 

Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital 

May 13, 1996 

   Admitted: Lillian Betka, Rankin. 

   Discharged: none. 

In the Hospital Midwest Heating  

& Air 
*Residential 

*Commercial 

*Sales & Service 

(217) 283-7977 

free estimates 

                  Al Mathison 
 

You’ve hammered  

  and nailed and  

    painted and  

papered to make  

      your home  

        beautiful. 

Now, what about your yard? 
Make the outside of your home as 

lovely as its interior 

Final Touch 
Landscape Design 

Design  Consultation  Installation 
13900 E 3785 North Rd. Hoopeston, 

IL. 
(217) 748-6924 

   CORREL - Florence Lucille Correll, 86, of 

Hoopeston, died at 12:50 a.m. Tuesday, May 14, 

1996, at Hoopeston Community Nursing Home. 

Funeral services will be at 1 p.m. Thursday at the 

Brown-Alkire Funeral Home. Burial will be in Floral 

Hill Cemetery. Visitation will be 11 a.m. until the 

time of services Thursday. 

Classifieds 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 
FOR RENT 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

Trailer pad for rent. Rt. 9 and Sixth Ave., Hoopeston. Call 

( 2 1 7 )  2 8 3 - 6 9 7 2 .               

131-137 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 
LOST AND FOUND 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

Reward for return of or information leading to return of two 

lost white female dogs. Phone (217) 283-7426.            136-

143 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

Mediterranean style tv/radio/phono console. TV and phono 

need work. Make an offer. (217) 283-6266. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

   SERVICES 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

Erik’s Restorations restores ceramics, pottery, china and 

decorative itesm. Erik Hultquist, consultant. Call (217) 283-

9554. 

124-138 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 
VEHICLES FOR SALE 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11

 12  13

 14  15  16

 17  18  19  20

 21  22  23  24

 25  26  27  28

 29  30

 31  32  33  34  35

 36  37  38  39

 40  41  42  43

 44  45  46  47

 48  49  50

 51  52

H A L T S S T A R E S

D E N I E D T A L E N T

R A T E S B A L L T O

A L E T R A C K P I N

P E S T A R K C A R E

E D R A N K P R I E S

M A S T W E A R

S L A P S R A T S A T

T O N S B E D H O B O

R O E F L E E S L A W

A S T I E D U N I T E

P E D A L S H E A V E D

S N O R E S E D G E S

to the members of 
Hooterville Iron Car 
Club for cruising 
Hoopeston Community 
Nursing Home & 

Country Terrace Apartments. Your  
thoughtfulness was deeply appreciated 

The Staff & Residents 

Just in Monday - 

More bedding plants! 
Hanging baskets, patio geraniums, 

perennials 
For Memorial Day, pots, baskets, stone 

top pieces, hanging baskets, shepherd 
hooks,  

cemetery cans 

 
 
 
Cypress Mulch, top soil, potting        

soil, weed & feed fertilizer,  
crabgrass preventer, grass seed in 

bulk,  
bone meal, Vermiculite. 

 

2 for 1 Sale 
Onion plants 

Vidalia, Spanish, Bermuda 
Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 

702 W. Main, Hoopeston  283-5578  Open 7 Days! 

Jewel Lewis, O.D. 

Shawn Mallady, O.D. 

Ronald Serfoss, O.D. 

 

Police News 

   Jackson D. Stockdale-Wilson, 17, of Danville, 

was arrested at 10:12 p.m. Monday. He was wanted 

on a Vermilion County traffic warrant for failure to 

appear. 

   No tickets or injuries were reported in an accident 

at 3:35 p.m. Tuesday in the Hoopeston Area High 

School parking lot. 

   Angel K. Bane, 39077N 990 E Rd., backed her 

1984 Plymouth Horizon from a parking space at the 

school into a parked 1989 Isuzu Amigo owned by 

Paula J. Stockdale of Hoopeston. 

Salute your 
graduate in 
the May 24 

edition of Just the 
Facts for just $5. 
Call (217) 283-9348 

for details! 

Obituaries 


