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We've been weeding ... 
So you can be reading 

We've gone through the collection of seldom
read books. Check the Hoopeston Public Library

sale carts and sale closet for good summer reading 
material. Fiction, nonfiction, mysteries, science fic
tion and magazines are available for purchase. 

The proceeds will go toward purchasing brand 
new bestsellers. 

Give the gift 

that 

FITS 
A gift 
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from: 
!trin�, Ajilfy, �i�ililililion Anl !iii Ii !olinons
(217) 283-6786 203 E. Main Hoopeston 

Lourdine Florek 
editor 

� 

,@
1

the fact, 
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ad manager 

Tuesday, July 25, 1995 
Hoopeston's only locally-owned daily news publication! 

(217) 283-9348 P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston, IL. 60942 

Hoopeston Foods purchase of Pillsbury plant completed 

Friday will be a lucky day for 50 of the appro:d
mately 130 Pillsbury employees who will remain 
with Hoopeston Foods, Inc. 

At a press conference Monday, Hoopeston 
Foods president John Steele announced 50 work
ers will be offered positions with the company. 

Because company and union officials are still 
hammering out a method of informing employees, 
workers will not be notified until the end of the 
week whether they will be asked to remain, Steele 
said. 

Those who do not work for Hoopeston Foods 
will receive severance packages from Pillsbury. 
Pillsbury has also made outplacement services 
and counseling available to all employees. 

Hoopeston Foods will recognize both plant 
unions, Grain Millers Local 399 and Teamsters 
Local 26, and will not request salary or benefit 
concessions from employees, Steele said. 

According to company secretary Tad Ballan
tyne, future concessions will probably not be 
sought. "We don't see a need for concessions 
down the road, either," he said. 

The company recognized the unions because 
"we didn't want to come in and disjoint every
thing," Steele said. "We don't need three years of 
mending. We don't want a confrontational rela
tionship." 

Production is expected to begin Monday, giving 
officials time this week to check machinery and 
order needed supplies, including spices and 
condiments. "We couldn't run but a day or two on 
what we have in-house," Steele said. 

Production at the plant could be twice what it 
was under Pillsbury, Steele said, estimating Pills-

bury output at "nearly five million cases" annu
ally. 

Whether the plant will see increased production 
levels will depend on sales. "You've got to have a 
need," Steele said. "The capacity is there. You've 
just got to have the business." 

Hoopeston Foods will make dried beans its 
mainstay, but officials plan to develop their own 
bean brands, both ethnic and basic. Futher plans 
include expanding the company's import busi
ness, Steele said. 

Illinois-grown beans will receive top priority be
cause they will help keep shipping costs down, 
making the decision to purchase the plant "an 
even better business deal," Steele said. 

Financing for the purchase came from various 
sources, including $3.4 million from American 
National Bank and Trust Co., Chicago; $650,000 
from the Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Community Affairs; $100,000 from the Vermil
ion County Community Development Corpora
tion; and $100,000 from Hoopeston's revolving 
loan fund. 

Steele praised those involved with arranging fi
nancing. "There were a number of times when 
this deal could've fallen apart...but they stepped 
up to the table every time," he said. 

!Police News
Robcri S. Akers, 17, of 607 W. Washington, 

along with two 14-year-old boys and two 15-year
old boys were arrested at 9:41 p.m. Sunday, 
charged with loitering. All were released on no
tices to appear. 
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For Jamie & 

the Red Bomber 

It's the wise advertiser 
who knows his advertising 
dollar reaches more people 

when his ad is in 

Just the Facts 
I-Ioopeston's only 
daily publication! 

Sportsman Bait & Tackle Wart's Marathon 
Wart's on Second 

Wart's 
Convenient one-stop shopping 
For full-service Marathon gas 

Bait & tackle & all your sports good needs. 
Open 7 days a week -

7-7 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 7-5 Sat. & Sun.
Corner of Main & Second Ave., Hoopeston



stay on Target 
with Just the 

Facts 
Hoopeston's only daizy 

DBWs publicalion. 

For advertising 
information, call 

(217) 283-9348

Happy Birthday 
Aunt Martha 
Hope it's a great dayI 

Classifieds 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Hoopeston Lions Club park stand in Mcferren Park will 
be open 7 a.m.-5 p.m.Saturday, July 29, in conjucntion with 
the conference swim meet hosted by the Hoopeston Swim 
Team. The Lions Club will serve fish, burgers and hot dogs. 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

Lose weight, feel great naturally! All-natural product decreases 
appetite, increases energy, One-month supply, $31.50. Money-
back guarantee. Call (217) 283-9348. 

Set of 4 Firestone Pl95/75Rl4 M+S tires; Whirlpool electric 
dryer; Woods 5'Bushog w/3 pt. hitch; portable Hobart welder 
wN-4 \:Visconsin engine (mounted on trailer); two floor jacks 
(1 large, one small) one railroad jack. Call (217) 283-9321. 

PETS 

AKC cocker spaniel, spayed, all shots. $50 to good home. 
(217)283-5619.

Rates: 15 words, S2.50/day Each additional 5 words, S1 
Call (217) 283-9348 io place your ad! 

Up & Coming 
Sp ikers needed 

The Hoopeston Kiwanis Club needs volleyball 
teams for a tournament during the Larry Clay
pool Classic, Aug. 12 & 13, at Chrisman Park in 
Rossville. 

Teams must be mixed, with a minimum of two 
girls on the court. Cash prizes will be awarded 
and proceeds will go the American Cancer Soci
ety. 

To register or for more information, contact 

Phyllis Freeland at (217) 283-5081 or Laura 
Bibb, 283-6608. 

Playcrafters meeting 
The Hoopeston Playcrafters will meet at 7 p.m. 

Thursday, July 27, in the Kankakee Federal 
community room. The meeting is open to the 
public and newcomers are welcome. Tryouts for 
"Dracula" will be held after the meeting. Scripts 
are available at the Hoopeston Public Library 
and may be taken for overnight viewing. 

Letter to the editor 

Editor: 
This is in response to Joyce Brookwalter's letter. 
If you think that all the Sweetcorn Festival is 

about is beer, you are terribly wrong. 
It is true that the beer tent is popular, but whose 

fault is that? If people did not want beer in the 
park, they would not patronize the beer tent. 

How can you say the festival is about beer? Have 
you looked in a schedule of events for past festi
vals? There are many things going on besides the 
beer tent. There are many family and children
oriented events. 

Do you know what the dollar gate fee for enter
ing the park during the festival is used for? It is 

used for the many community oriented projects 
the Hoopeston Jaycees run during the course of a 
year. Some projects include the underprivileged 
children's Christmas party, senior citizens' 
Christmas party, Toys for Tots and Mcferren 
Park upgrades and renovations. The Jaycees also 
donate to various charitable organizations, in
cluding Hoopeston Area extra curricular activi
ties. 

This is just a very small list of the charitable 
things the Jaycees do in one year. Do you still 
think the Sweetcorn Festival is about beer? 

James F. Eyrich 
Hoopeston 

• In the Hospital • 
Hoopeston Community Memorial Hos1iital 

July 20, 1995 
Admitted: Marvin Sprague, Rankin; Mary 

Irene Dnkes, Jeff Wisdom and Guadelupe Ramos, 
all of Hoopeston. 

Discharged: Susan Ennen, Hoopeston. 
July 21, 1995 

Admitted: Marsha Bogard and Robert Dalton, 
Hoopeston. 

Discharged: Eula McBride, Hoopeston. 
July 22, 1995 

Admitted: Mary Beth Justice, Hoopeston. 

Discharged: Jeff Wisdom, Hoopeston. 
July 23, 1995 

Admitted: Leota Bailey and Danny Cobb, 
Hoopeston. 

Discharged: Marsha Bogard, Hoopeston. 

!weather 0 
Partly cloudy today, with a 40 percent chance of 

afternoon thunderstorms. High in the low 90s. 
Tonight, scattered thunderstorms. Low in the low 
70s. Tomorrow, isolated thunderstorms. High 
near 86, low near 73. 

Mern's 
Small Engine Repair 

221 W. Chestnut Hoopeston 
(217) 283-9307

Repair & service of: 
Ko/her, Tecumseh, Onan, 

Briggs & Stratton, etc. 

Pickup & Delivery to local customers! 

Self D�fense - Self Improvement - Self Esteem

• Hoopeston, IL
BILL McGEE 

SUSAN McGEE 
217-283-7306• Watseka, IL

is available in: 
Hoopeston 

*Family Restaurant *Hennings 'The Bakery
*Coffee Cup 'Subway 'L&M *McDonald's

*Hoopeston Coin Laundry 'Burger King
*EIMPC 'Jerry's !GA 'Weber Drugs

'Convenient *Centennial Manor 'Hooks 
*Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital

* American National Can *Pillsbury *Stokely USA
'Schumacher Electric *Clark 'Pizza King 

'Park-view Lanes '\1/arf's ''Pizza Hut *Schuler's 
'Hoopeston Public Library 

Rossville 
'Ole Country Inn *Minuteman 'Feedbag 

Milford 
'Dixie's ''Minuteman ''Casey's *Dairy Queen 

Wellington 
Coffee Corner 




