Come on out to the

Rankin Lions Club

Fish Fry

Feb.3 5:30-8 p.m.
113 S. Main, Rankin
Carry-outs available

Hoopeston Lions Club
All you can eat

Pancake &

Sausage Day
Saturday, Feb. 4 6 a.m. -2 p.m.
St. Anthony’s Parish Hall
$3 donation Under 6 - free

] =4

ﬂnnouncing

New hours at

Snack

Shak, Too

Effective Friday,
we'll be open til midnight on Fridays &
Saturdays and starting

Monday, we'll open at 5 a.m.
114 E. Main 283-5780 Delivery Available

This Valentine’s Day, send your
Sweetheart a box of Wolf’'s Candy

]
“/ﬂ/‘l@f S Flower Shop
South Second Avenue, Hoopeston (217) 283-6681

Lourdine Florek
editor

j’
< the facls

Susan Comstock
ad manager

Friday, February 3, 1995

Hoopeston’s only locally-owned daily news publication!

(217) 283-9348

P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston, [L. 60942

Hoopeston man on ‘cutting edge’ of recyling

Used mower blades, scraps
become handcrafted weapons

You might say Jimmy Goodrum is
onthe cutting edge of recycling.

In his spare time, Goodrum, a
Hoopeston police officer, transforms
dull, discarded lawn mower blades
into knives.

Goodrum’s hobby began about
three years ago, when he received
homemade knives from another
Hoopeston resident, Don Rhodes.

“He told me to make my own designs and I did,”
Goodrum said.

Goodrum prefers Lawn Boy blades because
“they only have one hole in them and the length
is right for what I make,” he said.

Local lawn mowing services and repair shops
keep Goodrum in material. He prefers used blades
“because they’re thrown away and they’re free.”

Once Goodrum has a blade, he choses one of
three designs: a Bowie-like knife, one curved like
an Arabian knife, or a variation of the Celtic
knife.

The paper pattern, drawn by hand, is placed on
the mower blade and traced with a lead pencil.
Goodrum then cuts the blade with a concrete saw,
taking care not to heat the metal and remove tem-
pering from the steel. The blade is then belt-
sanded to remove rust pits.

Goodrum then starts work on the handguard -
usually made from steel or brass - also recycled
from various sources - making sure the guard fits

snugly on the blade.

Once that is completed, Goodrum creates the
handle, using oak or walnut scraps he gets from
his cabinetmaker cousin, Tim Goodrum.

The pieces are then bored and anchored with a
bolt, which Goodrum countersinks to make flush
with the handle.

After rounding the handle, Goodrum begins
sharpening the blade, grinding at a downward an-
gle about one-half inch from the edge. The edges
are then belt-sanded for smoothness, before being
fine-tuncd on Arkansas oil stones. “I sharpen it to
the point where it’ll shave the hair off your arms
and leave the skin,” Goodrum said.

The entire knife is then sprayed with clear paint
to keep the blade from rusting and the handle
from getting wet and splitting.

But the process doesn’t end there. Goodrum also
makes leather sheaths for his creations, again, us-
ing a self-designed pattern and sewing them to-
gether with eight feet of leather shoe laces.

“Then the knife is done,” he said.

Creating a single knife takes about 12 hours,
while the sheath takes about 2% hours to com-
plete.

While Goodrum knows he could make good
money on his knives - anywhere from $100 to
$300 because they are hand-crafted - he doesn’t
sell them.

He's made approximately 10 large knives and
an equal number of smaller versions from hack-
saw blades, most of which were given to friends.

“Right now, it’s a hobby,” he said. “If I start
selling them, it becomes a job. It takes all the fun
out of it if it becomes a job.”

ROSSVILLE JAYCEES

INVITE ALL YOUNG PEOPLE AGES 21-40
TO ASOCIAL
7 P.M. MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6
OLE COUNTRY INN, ROSSVILLE
FOOD & BEVERAGES NO CHARGE
CHILDREN WELCOME WITH PARENTS
FOR INFORMATION, CALL
DON KAEB 283-6609

Welcome
Blake Edward

son of
Jennifer and Stephen
Hutchison
Born Jan. 30, 1995
4 [bs., 10 oz,
17%" long

Self Defense - Self Improvement - Self Esteem

BILL McGEE
SUSAN McGEE
217-283-7306

» Hoopeston, IL
e Watseka, IL

The Musitard Seed

Unique gifts
for all occasions
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The things you
do to look

youns...

...Buf there’s more
fo a woman than
a pretty face

Classifieds

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Hoopeston AMVETS Chicken & noodles dinner. 5-7 p.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 4 104 N. Market.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

Owmers of local answering service wish to sell. Priced to sell
quicKly. Serious inquiries. Call (217) 283-5525 or 283-3442.
Ask for Dave or Rhonda. 34-37

HELP WANTED

Medical receptionist, female. Typing required. Willing to
learn office procedures. Call between 9 am.—4:30 pm., (217)
283-6200. 31-37

VEHICLES FOR SALE

1986 Cadillac Eldorado Rosewood. $3,750. Call (217) 283-
6432 9 am.-4 p.m.

SERVICES

Car, boat and motorcycle storage available. Call for details.
(217) 283-6585.

THINK SPRING

as in Spring Cleaning.
Get rid of those unwanted items
with a Just the Facts classified.
Classified rates: 15 words, $2.50/day

Each additional S words, $1
Call 283-9348 to place your ad!

Up & Coming...

Blood drive scheduled
The Rossville Women of Today have sched-
uled a blood drive to be held from 4-7 p.m.,
Tuesday, Feb. 7 at the Methodist Church Fel-
lowship Hall.
Cat tags available
Licensing tags for cats are now available. Tags
are $5 for neutered cats and $10 for non-
neutered animals.
Tags arc available at city hall and Dr.
Maudlin’s office, 901 W. Main.
Volunteers needed
Volunteers are needed to deliver SAMS meals

>

Ralph M. Plecker, 33, route 3, Hoopeston, was
ticketed for failure to yield at a marked intersec-
tion following an accident at 4:35 p.m. Wednes-

School menus

Hoopeston Area grade schools

Feb. 6: Chicken patty/bun, tri tator, graham
cracker, pcars, milk.

Feb 7: Hamburger/bum, french fries, slaw,
cheese, pickles, fruit cocktail, milk.

Feb. 8: Pizza burger/bun, salad, applesauce,
milk.

Feb. 9: Ham & cheese/bun or corn dog/ tator
tots, pudding, pincapple, milk.

Feb. 10: BBQ/bun, corn, salad, peaches, milk.

Hoopeston Arca Jr./Sr. High School

Feb. 6: Chicken patty/bun or hot dog/bun, tri
tator, cookie, pears, milk.

Feb 7: Hamburger/bun or fish/bun, french fries,
slaw, cheese, pickles, fruit cocktail, milk.

Feb. 8: Pizza burger/bun or Z rib/bun, salad,
applesauce, milk.

Feb. 9: Ham & cheese/bun or corn dog/ tator
tots, macaroni salad, pudding, pineapple, milk.

Feb. 10: BBQ/bun or turkey/bun, corn, salad,
peaches, milk.

Police News

to homebound senior citizens, just two days ev-
ery seven weeks. Call the Hoopeston Multi
Agency at (217) 283-5544.
Create a Valentine

The Hoopeston Public Library is sponsoring
an “I Love My Library” Valentine contest. Peo-
ple of all ages may submit a Valentine depicting
whey they love their library. The winner will re-
ceive a Valentine box of candy.

The contest will run Feb. 1-14.

Scripts available

Scripts for the Hoopeston PlayCrafters are

now available at the Hoopeston Public Library.

day.

Plecker, in a 1978 Chevrolet El Camino, was
westbound at South Sixth Ave. and West Main
when he reportedly struck a 1988 Honda driven
by Tammy Brougher, 326 E. Thompson.

Police are investigating a hit and run accident
Thursday morning. An unidentified vehicle
struck a parked 1994 Mercury owned by Crown-
Ford Mercury, 623 S. Dixie Hwy.

The owners rcported the car had been driven
fwo or three places before damage was noticed.

In the hospital L 1

Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital
Feb. 1, 1995
Admitted: Karen Sweet and Marjorie Brock-
way, both of Hoopeston.
Discharged: Murrell Strickler and Viola Car-
der, both of Hoopeston.

Weather O

Seventy percent chance of snow today. High in
the mid 30s. Tonight, clearing, ow in the mid 20s.
Tomorrow, windy. High near 30, low ncar 25,
Sunday, partly cloudy. High near 32, low near 14.

For a good time

Call me
Time/Weather/ Lottery

line. Call & see
what you’re missing!

Browling Computer Services
283~5556 ~ 24 hours/day

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
MARATHON MAN -

GARY WARF
6868686060608680686886860608

We don’t do
windows

But we do business cards,
letterhead, brochures, spe-
cialized note cards and al-
most any other paper need
you have
Call Just the Facts
(217) 283-9348

When you think of
Valentine’s Day, think of
cut flowers, candy and balloons
from

Craditions from U

(217) 748-6245
Bonnie Wolfe, owner

111 S. Chicago, Rossville, 1L
Rita Morgan, manager





