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Hoopeston 

Family Restaurant 
224 W. Penn

Hoopeston. IL 60942 

F>hune: ( 217 J 283-9583 

And the Winners Are
Winners in the Hoopeston Music Boosters 

calendar drawing are: 
Aug. 29: Craftsman Printing, Hoopeston 

Aug. 30: Coy Cannon, Hoopeston 
Aug. 31: Harry R Johnson & Sons, Hoopeston 

Sept. I: Tommy & Marilyn McMillan, Hoopeston
Sept. I: Nelson & Sti11p., Hoopeston 
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� 

,�
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lhe facl,
Susan Comstock 

ad manager 

Monday,Aug.29,1994 
Hoopeston's only locally-owned daily news publication! 

(217) 283-9348 • P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston, IL. 60942

Police News 

A boy's black John Deere bicycle with a yellow 
scat was found Thursday in the alley behind 525 
E. Main. The bicycle was later claimed by Brian
Hollen.

Warren J. Watkins. 19. of 816 E. Seminary. 
was arrested at 9:50 p.m. Thursday. charged with 
possession of cannabis under 2.5 grams. driving 
while license suspended and operation of an unin
sured motor vehicle. Watkins was arrested after 
police allegedly saw him spinning his tires at the 
intersection of East Main and South Markel He 
was released on $100 cash bond. 

Wanda J. Kitchens, 919 W. Penn. reported 
Friday that someone took n video cassette recorder 
from her residence. 

Steve A. Miller, 20. of 512 E. Thompson. 11as 
arrested at l(J:30 a.n1. Friday. charged with aggrn
, atcd assault and assault on a complaint from 
Shannon J. Hmdy or1hc same address Miller"'" 
taken to the Public Safety Building in Danville 

Richard L. Giles, -102 W. Maple. reported Fri
day that someone took a lawn mower from his 
garage. 

Steve Highfill, 827 F.. Penn. reponcd Frida! 
thal someone damaged a wichcr rocker \Yoodcn 
hummingbird and \\ichcr straight bnck chair a1 
his residence. The windshield wiper or his car 
was also broken. 

No tickets or injuries were reported in an acci
dent al 5:30 p.m. Friday. A 1988 Chevrolet dnven 
b, Barbara Sanford. 204 N. Chicago. Ross,ille. 
backed into a parked 1992 Ford Muslang owned 
by Daniel Reed. 9, I Birch Lane 

M,uy Kooncc,of917 W. Penn. rcportcrl Frida� 
that someone entered her mother's apann,cnt. #-I 

Parkview Court. and took a 40-channel scanner. 
Police are investigating a hit-and-run accident 

reported Saturday. An unidentified vehicle struck 
four posts and the fence at Mcferren Park. then 
left the scene. 

Three boys, ages 15. 14 and 13, were charged 
with curfew violation Saturday. Police said the 
bo) s \\ere knocking on windows in the 800 block 
of Easl Penn al I a.m The boys were released to 
I heir parents on notices to appear. 

A key ring was found Saturday on Penn Strcel 
in fronl of John Greer Grade School. The owner 
claimed it Sunday al the police station. 

Stanley Garrison, 851 E. Seminary. reported 
Sundav thal his daughter·s 20 .. bicycle was stolen 
from his residence The bicycle is pink with a 
pink scat and handle bars. 

Obituaries 

HALL - George Junior Hall. 58. of Fort Myers. 
Fla . former!) of Hoopeston. died at 6:30 p.m. 
ihursday. Aug. 25. 1994. at home. Funeral ser
vices ,,ill he al 2 p.m. todav at the Hamilton-Orr 
Funeral Home Rurial will be in Floral Hill Cemc
len Visitalion \\as held Sunda:, al the funeral 
home. Mcmoricil contributions may be made to 
Hope Hospice Foundation Court. Suite IOO. 8290 
College Parkwai. Fon Myers. Fla .. 33919. 

Weather Q 
Part!, sunn, todai High near 80. Tonight. 

part!, cloud, I.ow near 60. Tomorrow. scattered 
thunderstorms. High near 79. lo\\ near 65. 

Hardy Mums 
The second crop of Hardy Mums 

is in & they're even bigger 
than the first! 

f ltw,,t-w '-¥- c;� � H� &l!..va 
702 W Main, Hoopeston 

Got some extra 
CASH? 

Check our our 
CD rates! 

283-5578 Open 7 Days 

Hoopeston 's e lo/17urru.uru4,• rBwrl Membe, FDIC 

)w,,,;"1 /lw. "'""' ,,,,,, I q I ) u,Jl,, � � 
HOOPESTON MAIN OFFICE HOOPESTON FACILITY WELLINGTON BANK FAC!LlTY 

227 Bank St. Routes 1 & 9 227. E. Main 

(217) 283-7733 1217) 283-9723 1815) 984-3130 

SC'!(I)efense - Sel(lmprovement - Se/f'J•.:1·1eem . . . 

• Hoopeston, IL
• Watseka, IL

BILL McGEE 
SUSAN McGEE 

217-283-7306
r- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,_ - - - - - - -,. 

$ 2 off wlcoupon
$15 hand wash & vac 

inside & out 
tires & windows 
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Blue Sky Car Wash 1 
401 W. Main (217) 283-5348 1 

Mon-Sat 9 a.m.-5 p.m. I 
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On your way 

Back to School 
try a Croissan'wich 

just 99¢ 
Routes 1 & 9, Hoopeston 

"' 

We don't do 

□ windows 
But we do business cards, 
letterhead, brochures, spe-
cial ized note cards and al-
most any other paper need

you have 
Call Just the Facts 

(21 7) 283-9348 

Classifieds 
· · · - �- - -
HELP WANTED 

Janilor
.
ial •.t·r;, i1;�� n1x:de:d part time ila) an<l t.:v�n ing. (2 1 7)

28.�-b-l 2 7 I ,.;;1 ,'1,.; 1ncs:;agc if no unS\\ l.'I 2., :i-2--t l
• -< ----- - -

SERVICES 
Dirt grading. driYewa�' grading. weed mtm ing. with i1 hush hog
mmlcr. Call l .nrr:,· al t_ 2 1 7 J 283-52 1 -t .  
Crnthas I ock:-:mith. 8 1 7  N Thi rd Hnnded and insmcd (2 1 T1
283-733<.,

You can count on 

J ust the Facts classifieds! 

Classified Ra tes: $2.50/day, up to 15 words. 
Each additional 5 words, $1 extra. 

Call (21 7) 283-9348 with your ad ! 

Coverage of Catron case made difficult by story's other side
·i\_11yonc who · s  covered news in Hoopeston for on their city council 

am length of time has to admit that while we ma) The police dcserYc an "alla bm· .. for their  dih-
bc the Sweetcorn Capital of the world we · re eer- gence in investigating the case and their profcs-
tainly not the Hot News Capital. sionalism in .the way it was handled. 

We don' t  have ex-football players accused of al- Catron 's sentencing mm oc the end of the storv 
most decapitating their ex-wives •=-•i,.,_·-=-- -·----n,c---, Police had tracked him to Bangkok.
and we don't have boatloads of ---7 ,.,..,..,  Thailand. Because of the cost in-
refugees sailing for our shores. � valved, it may not be possible to

Once every 25 years. there 's a /.J d A:1., bring him back. 
shooting and occasionally. we c,'""- • Also. officials say, because the cul-
have a flood to boast about. By LOURDINE OSBORNE ture is different. Thailand officials

Other than that. news coverage
ii1 these parts is pretty routine. 

That may be why when "big .. stories happen.
media goes ga-ga. 

Last week"s sentencing of Dennis Catron falls
in that category . It's not evef} day (thankful ly)
that a former Hoopeston city and school official
gets arrested for molesting a child.

It's BlG NEWS! ! !  
But there 's  another side to covering such sto

ries : the families left behind. 
Yeah. ,it 's  BIG NEWS al right. and I guess. as

suc h, it should be splashed across newspaper
pages 31_1,d given prominent a i r  time mt radio and
(Y. ' 

But. I keep asking 111) sel f. wlrnl about the fami-
lies'' 

Whal about the youngster \\ ho \\as molested?
What about Catron· s family? 
Keeping the stof}· alive has to be hard on them. 
l even had people ask why the medi.1 didn · 1

idcnt if\ the alleged local "stars . .  of a porn , idea
th� -victim sa� s he and Catron \\" atchcd. 

The answer is simple. There was no need to
make the families of the "stars" suffer by drag
ging their names through the mud. 

l imagine this case was also difficult for local
police because everyone who investigated it k nc,\
Catron. 

\Ve can onl: imagine \Vhal it must ha, c been 
l ike for them to in \·est igatc somcom: who had
o, crscen their children in school. who 'd scr, cd

ma) be loathe to go to the trouble of
e,traditing him. even if he is found. 

Those famil iar with the cultt1re say that in Asian
countries. molesting a child does not earl') the
stigma it does here. 

And maybe that's OK . 
Oh. ifs always nice to see someone punished

when they 've done something wrong. but maybe
in this case. there are worse punishments than go
ing to prison. 

As a fugitive. Catron will never be able lo return
lo Hoopeston. As a father on the run. he' l l  miss
mtijor CYents in his famrl: • s life.

Thar s got to be punishi i'lg. 
Catron \\ i l l  spend the rest of his l ife looking

m er his should..::r. \Yondcring if he's just one st�p
m" a: from being picked up . 

He ma: not be in jail. but he ' l l  never be free . 
He has lost the degree or respect. of authoril\ .

that he once had. That 's a lot to lose once you\ e
had them 

In a l l  maybe i t 's no1 such a had th ing that hc ·s
not here The punishmenl he chose to inflict on
h imself is worse than what our judicial system
could impose. and its not costing taxpayers a sin•·
gle cent. 

And. as long as he sta� s <m ay . the story will die
down. people will lose irncrest. and his loved ones
can get on with their h,es. 

And those of us in the media cm1 go back to co, ..
cring routine new s  whik we- wait for the nc:-,; t big
S(Of)'.

Professional Launderers 
& Dry Cleaners 
• you can count on·

• Dry Cleaning Service 
•Drop-Off Laundry •Alterations •Shirt pressing

•Commercial Laudry wfpick-up & delivery

Hours: 7 a.m.�9 p.m. 
7 days a week 
(Last wash load 
1 hour before closing 

209,.211 S. First Ave., Hoopeston (217) 263:-5960., 

is available in: 
Hoopeston 

*Fam ily Rcstauranl *Hennings *The. Bakery
*Coftee Cup *Subway *L&M *McDonald's

* Hoopeston Coin Laundry ''Bu rger King
'ElMPC *Jerry's !GA ' *WeberJ)fugs 

' Convenient *Centennial Manor /Hooks 
' Hoopeston Comm�nity M.c,morial Hospiial 

* American National Can *Pil lsbury 'Stol;ely l fSA
''Schumacher Electric 

iTarkv iev.r Lanes i-warf's •1 ·rizza . J-I ur
Rossville 

1'\..lk l. \,un t.ry Inn , 1-Minuteman 1Tc1:.'dbas
Milford 

' f ) ix iL'�s h. itchen '1'Minutcman =

1- Cascy�s
' f1 , 1 i ry Queen . * f-low,i rd Industries

Wellington 
Coffee Corner

Hardy 

Mums! 
Ail Colors! 

1 • n w·r 5 Garden Genter
- ........__ a:-,. C 1,11.. Ii.ft- & Flower Shop 

-..2.__/ South SE:cond Ava., Hoapc�lon (21 7} .'2:63-6681 
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