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Fire siren blares again after two-month absence

It rang for years.

Then it didn’t.

Now. it’s back.

The Hoopeston Fire Department has ended its
two-month trial of not ringing the fire siren. ac-
cording to chief Chuck Fenwick.

Sounding thc alarm began again for two rea-
sons. Fenwick said.

First. although all firemen have pagers. some
work in noisy arcas and were not always able to
hear the devices.

The siren is more easily beard by firefighters
employed at American National Can. FMC and
Pillsbury.

And. Fenwick said. if workers fail to hear the
sircu. ofientimes family members will hear it and
call firemen ai work.

The second reason the sircn is sounding again

is because “blowing it or not blowing it didn’t
make a difference™ in the number of spectators
driving by fire scenes. Fenwick said.

The siren was silenced in April as a trial method
of reducing the number of spectators at fires.

The department has had no major fires since
then. “We hope that trend continues.” Fenwick
said. adding since there were no big fires. it’s not
possible 1o tell if silencing the alarm was success-
ful.

The department. with the city council’s bless-
ing. has said those who interfere with firemen do-
ing their job will be ticketed by police.

That policy. institituted about two months ago.
will continue. “That hasn't changed.” Fenwick
said. “We're going to pursue it. If someone cre-
ates a probiem. they 'l be issued a citation.”

So far, no one has been cited.

Man hepes to stage comeback of local theater group

It’s been said that all the world’s a stage. and a
Hoopeston man want to make sure that’s truc {o-
cally.

Tony Hasbargen hopes to resurrect a local the-
ater group.

He's got a possible site - the high school audito-
rium.

He’s got plays in mind. like “Our Town" or “A
Merchant in Yonkers” by Thornton Wilder or “A
Comedy in Three Acts™ by Neil Simon.

He’s even got tentative play dates - Oct. 7-9.

Now. Hasbargen is looking for at least 20 people
who are willing to “say “Yeah, I'd be willing to
act or be a stagehand or whatever.™

If enough peoplc are intercsted. Hasbargen
would like to produce threc plays yearly, two for
adults and one for children.

While he is the driving force behind getting a
group together, that doesn’t mean he wants to be
in charge. “Pretty much everybody would con-
tribute,” he said. 1 don’t want to dictate every-
thing. If somebody can direct. T don’t have to di-
rect. [ can be a stagehand.”

Hasbargen’s interest in theater stems from his
school days. “When I was in high school, I en-
joyed the theater.” he said. The theater environ-
ment is an uplifting experience.”

See STAGE on other side

Pots for the porch, patio,
pool or yard
full of blooming plants

Large selection of colors

from $7.50
Flowers & Gifts by Molly Cullert

702 W. Main Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 days

E & R Small Engine Repair

Kohler Engines
Tecumseh Engines, Transmissions
Briggs & Stratton
Intersstate Batteries dealer
Hows - Full Range of Products

Optimal Grease Dealer
310 W. Penn, Hoopeston (217) 283-5948

Ready for your
enjoyment
over 8Q different types
of bedding plants
Annuals, Perennials, Herbs
Open 8-6 7 days a week
Our plants arc grown
on the farm!

Rural Route, Rossville
(217)748-6013

51st National
Sweetcorn Festival

-License Piates - $20
Display plates
July 8th-Sept. 5th
Call Amy Cox-Rush for
more information
(815) 984-3435 (home) or
(815) 457-2214 (work)

N

Land of Lincoln

#1 Fest



at Burger King

Register to win a Lion King T-shirt
‘and watch for our anniversary special!)

_&Routes 1&89, Hoopeston

For a good time

and to get the latest weather,
sports scores or
what’s hot on television

Call
Browling Computer Services
283-5556 -~ 24 hours/day

Classmeds

' ANNOUNCEMENTS

Don't lurm,l Cthe Wl]ken Fam‘ﬂv Rcumon Tui\ 10 in t]u. Mlltord
Park shdler

GARAGE SALES

Large bdd\\dl’d rumlﬁ'lgc sale. 317 N. 8th Ave.. Sal., ilil?.i'.‘g
a.m.-1oon. (_ome one. come ail. 181-182

MISCELEI:JE(;US FORSALE ~

Flowers & Dream» 8() different kmds of bcddmo plaan‘ [All
pldms grown on the farm. (217) 748-()013

SERVICES
Dirt grading, driveway grading, weed mowing with bush hog
mower. Call ldrn dl (2[7) 283-5214.

Use Just the Facts classifieds!
Classified rates: $2.50/day, 15 words.
Each additional S words, $1 extra.
(217) 283-9348
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If Hasbargen is successful in forming a theater
group. it won't be the firsi time Hoopeston has
had one.

The Hoopeston Amateur Theater group. known
informaily as The Play Crafters. quit producing
plays in 1983. said Steve Eyrich. former group
treasurer.

The group, which had been active for at least
15 years, produced such plays as “Blythe Spirit”,
“The Importance of Being Ernest” and
“Brigadoon.”

In 1983, the group planned a production of
“Finian’s Rainbow.” but could not find enough
actors. The group “jusk kind of went to slcep for
lack of interest,” Eyrich said.

Hasbargen would like to awaken local talent.
for personal and other reasons.

First. the 26-year-old drives 68 milcs fo work
in Monticello. Ind. “I don’t want to drive for
something I enjoy doing.” he said. “1 wouldn't
mind driving 10 minutes.’

Also. a theater group would provide an addi-
tional activity in Hoopeston. "h ‘s something that
can benefit the whole town.” he said. adding
young people could benefit ruost of all.

Finally, Hasbargen said it’s hard to tell what
might happen in the future.

“Who knows.” he said. “We might have the
next Jack Nicholson. Anything's possibic.™

If forming a group is successful. Hasbargen
would someday like to build a playhouse. similar
to Sullivan’s Little Theater on the Square. and
perhaps draw big-name stars.

Two stars. Gavin McCloud. of “The Love
Boat,” and Tom Wopat of “Dukes of Hazzard”
fame, have appeared in Sullivan. he said.

Hasbargen is dedicated to realizing his dream.
“I’. going to do whatever I have to do to make it
fly.” he said. “It’s been dead too long. 1 just want
it back.”

Those interested in forming a group may call
Hasbargen at (217) 283-5223 after 4 p.m.

Rossville Park District
to hold b-ball shootout

The Rossville Park District is sponsoring the
HOOP'94 - There It Is - Basketball Shootout on
July 30-31 at Christman Park in Rossville.

Registration forms may be picked up at Heilig
Meyers Furniture in Danville or Harris Insurance
in Rossville.

The limited registration deadline is July 22.

Besides team competition, there will be an indi-
vidual three-point shooting contest, individual
freethrow contest and a special freethrow contest.

For more information. call Marilyn Danner at
(217) 442-4447 or Kevin Thomas at (217) 748-
4118.

Commodities giveaway set
Grant Township will have a commodities give-
away from ! to 3 p.m. Juiy 8 at the township
garage. ’
Those participating must have an updated biue
commodities card.

Police News

TMAGEMAKER

PIHHOTOGRAPHY
- Reasonably priced
Wedding Photography
&

Senior Portraits
Toby & Paige Brown

Rossville (217)339-2487
“A quality alternative to expensive professionals”

Congratulatio—ns Birthday Weddings
Say it with a
“Pop Up” card, flowers
or a balloon from

‘Craditions from the

111 8. Chicago, Rossville (217) 748-6245
Bonnre Wolfe, owner Rrta Morgan, manager

Police arc investigating the theft of a bicycle
‘reported Tuesday.

A Hoopeston youth reportcd his black and red
Western Auto Dirt Duster was taken from a bicy-
cle rack at the Hoopeston Public Library. 110 N.

In the hospital

Fourth St.

Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital
) June 28, 1994

Admitted: Doris Whipple. Hoopeston.

Discharged: Randy Pratt. Alvin.

Weather

Mostly sunny today. High in the mid 80s.
Tonight. fair. Low in the low to mid 60s. Tomor-
row. partly cloudy. High near 85. low near 64.

Thursday Irivia/kFriday Feasf
Be first to call 283-9348 between
8 and 8:30 a.m. to win a
FREE Friday lunch.

Today’s question: How many stars were on the
Amcrican flag in 1952?
Tomorrow’s lunch provided by:Burger King
Last week’s winner: no one

Last week's answer: David Pearson won the

W For the KKINQ size appetite

try our King Size fries
and King size drink
in a collectible cup

’ RN
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