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Fire chief sets new rating as department goal

Being good isn’t good enough for the Hoope-
ston fire department.

The department, which last year improved its
Insurance Services Organization (ISO) rating
from a seven to a six, plans further improvement
by the end of this year.

Thirteen firemen, along with chief Chuck Fen-~
wick, Mayor Bob Ault and aldermen Drew Allen
and Odell Crabtree, met Monday night with Paul
Boecker of the ISO.

The meeting was to question Boecker on the
June 1993 survey results and scek guidance for
further improvement.

Boecker praised the department, saying ISO re-
views about 1,500 areas in Illinois. “You’re one
of the better volunteer fire departments we deal
with,” he said, adding the department’s equip-
ment is well-maintained and records well kept.

Boecker explained that survey results were di-
vided inio three categories: receiving and han-
dling fire alarms, the fire department, and the wa-
ter supply.

Under receiving and handling fire alarms,

which includes telephone lines and the number of
operators on duty to handle fire calls, the city
scored 5.7 of a maximum 10 points.

In the water supply section, which includes
where and what type of hydrants are installed and
water flow, the city scored 23.55 of a possible 40.

The results of the fire department section, in-
cluding information on equipment and training,
on the surface look less-than-stellar, with the city
getting only 19.97 points of 50-plus maximum.

However, Boecker said, the department’s prob-
lem is not a lack of equipment or training, but
good documentation.

Boecker said firemen who inspect equipment
should do so with new recruits, explaining the usc
of each piece and thereby increasing training
time.

The department can also make cutaways of hy-
drants and pumps {o use as training tools, and
share information with other communities. “We
don’t have to hog all the resources to ourselves,”
he said. “We can share them.”

See “RATING” on other side

Convicted child molester moves to Hoopeston

A man convicted of sexually abusing an Iro-
quois County child has moved to Hoopeston.

John Beckman, 63, formerly of Iroquois, had to
feave Iroquois County as part of his sentencing
agreement, said Gordon Lustfeldt, Iroquois

“County state’s attorney.

' Beckman pleaded guilty to one count of aggra-
vated crimiral sexual abuse in December after he

molested an 11-year-old girl. He was placed on
four ycars’ probation, fined, ordered to have no
unsupervised contact with anyone under 14 years
of age, and was ordered out of Iroquois County to
keep him away from the victim, Lustfeldt said. He
also had to register with the state as a convicted
sex offender.

- See “MOLESTER?” on other side
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Self defense classes-
You owe it to yourself and your loved ones
Call
Bill McGee .*  or

Susan Kietzman
(217) 283-7306
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Salad for 4 12 g
Piza King
111 E. Main, Hoopeston
(217) 283-5911 '
For just $1, you can tell the world how you
feel - in Just the Facts.
Red hearis will bring messages of love in our

Bread Sticks
Feb. 14 edition. To tell that special someone

Liter of Coke
Undecided about bow lo eypress
how you feel, send $1 and your message to:

Dine in, Carry out or Delivery
gown love Yo that spesial Yalentioe?
Just the Facts, P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston, 60942




Hair and nail care

Inyourhome
licensed cosmetologist will
come to your home for all
your personal halr care.
Great for shut-ins.
Phone 283-9322

Rating continued from other side

Also, when driving the trucks to check them,
new members can do the driving, getting credit
for driving time, street familiarity and other
graded areas. “You get a whole lot of credit
whacked out,” Boecker said.

The biggest percentage of the fire department
category is personnel, something Boecker said
Hoopeston will never be able to attain a perfect
score in. The scale lists 15 as the maximum
number of points, although more are possible.
“They only way to get the 15 points is sleepers,”
Boecker said.

Some improvements will be difficult. For ex-
ample, a ladder truck would add another five
points to the total, but at a high cost.

Fenwick said a used 1980 ladder truck - the
oldest model he would want -costs about
$175,000. A new truck could be $300,000, “but

we don’t need that type of equipment,” he said.
“If we were in the city of Chicago, we couldn’t
justify a used one. We can’t justify a new one.”
Plans are already underway for the department
to implement some changes and improve its rat-
ing. :
Crabtree said the city’s communications sys-

tem will be updated when the department moves |

to the new city hall.

Fenwick said the department will concentrate
on improving documentation. Also, he said, he
would like to meet with city officials to formulate
a plan for improving other areas.

The result may be an increased rating for the
city and lower insurance rates for businesses and
homeowners, which are tied to ISO ratings.

And the change may come yet this year. “I
hope before this calendar year is up, we’ll be
reevaluated,” Fenwick said.

You can now get Just the
Facts foxed to your office
every Monday through
Friday.

Just call 285-9348 with
your fax number.

Say t Lovt you with roses

Traditions from the Heart
for your SPECIAL SOMEONE
on Valentine’s Day _

Traditions from the H
111 S. Chicago

Rossville, lHlinois

(217) 748-6245

Baonnie Wolfe, owner Rita Morgan, manager

Molester continued from other side

However, he said, Beckman’s move to Hoope-
ston came as a surprise. “When he was sentenced,
he indicated to the court that he would move to
Bloomington,” he said. “It was never our intent to
flush anybody down to Vermilion County.”

Beckman, now residing at 101 S, Fifth St., fon-
dled the girl over a two-year period. “We don’t
know how many incidents there were,” Lustfeldt
said.

Forcing Beckman out is permissible under state
law and “it was only with a condition like that

Sty e ety

FRANKLIN, Blanch, 80, of Vista CA.,
formerly of the Wellington-Milford area, died
Feb. 7, 1994 at Vista. Funeral services will be 1
p.m. Friday at the Knapp Funeral Home in
Milford. Burial will be in Maple Grove Cemetery.
Visitation will be 4-8 p.m. Thursday at the
funeral home. Memorials may be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association.

that we could be sure he’d have no contact with
the other victims,” Lustfeld said. “There was no
other way to guarantee their peace of mind. It was
not an easy decision to make.”

Beckman was not sentenced to jail because of
his age and poor health.

Hoopeston police have been notified of Beck-
man’s whereabouts.

Hoepeston Community Memorial Hospital
Feb. 7, 1994

Admitted: none.

Discharged: none,

Cloudy and cold today with a chance of
morning flurries. Partly sunny in the afternoon.
High in the mid or upper 20s. Tonight, clouds
developing. Low in the single digits. Tomorrow,
partly cloudy. High near 24, low near 6.
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is available at:

Hoopeston Family Restaurant
Hennings The Coffee Cup L&M
The Bakery McDonald's Convenient

Milford Minuteman Subway:+"
Coffee Corner Pizza King' Hooks
Rossville Minuteman Ole Country Inn
Dixie's Kitchen ~ Milford Casey's
Centennial Manor ~ Hoopeston Laundry
Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital
Burger King Weber Drugs  lerry’s IGA
Ford's Country Kitchen Price Less

Pick up yours today!
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Send news to

Just the Facts
P.O. Box 441
Hoopeston, IL. 60942

Order your Hoopeston Area Music

Booster 1994 Calendar. Pictures of all
musical groups plus lots of
valuable coupons inside.

Stilt only $25.
Contact Cliff & Nancy Luke, 283-5516
or Jenry & Linda Bird, 283-5309






