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 Hoopeston Retirement Village Foundation (HRVF) 
plans to spur economic growth in two areas of the city, 
with prep work this year and construction in 2018. 
 City officials had sought bids for 4.4 acres of former 
Ora J. Baer property on Rt. 1.  
 At Tuesday’s Hoopeston City Council meeting, a sin-
gle bid - for $1,000 - and a development plan was sub-
mitted by HRVF. 
 Representing Hoopeston Retirement Village Founda-

Nursing home foundation to spur business growth in Hoopeston 
tion, Harry Brockus, CEO of Carle Hoopeston, said the 
plan calls for the property to be subdivided into two 
tracts. 
 First Farmers Bank and Trust will consolidate their two 
locations into a new facility on the first tract. A land swap 
with Cox Memorials will provide extra area for increased 
drive-up banking, he said. 
 FFBT’s current Bank Street facility will be demolished. 
 David Eikenberry, First Farmers chief operations offi-
cer, joined Brockus at the meeting and said First Farmers 
“Is excited about being a part of” development in Hoop-
eston. 
 Brockus said the second tract will be developed to in-
clude a restaurant offering food currently not available in 
Hoopeston, and retail stores to enhance what is currently 
available here. 
 Construction on First Farmers’ new bank is expected to 
begin in spring 2018, followed in October 2018 by con-
struction for the restaurant/shopping area. 
 The development is expected to create 20 to 30 tempo-
rary jobs during the construction phase and 30 to 40 full- 
and part-time jobs when completed and create an addi-
tional $100,000 in sales tax and $20,000 in additional 
property tax, Brockus said. 
 Speaking about the loss Hoopeston’s economy has 
suffered, most recnelty with the closing of Shopko and 
Pizza Hut, Brockus said the foundation wanted to focus 
on economic development. The opportunity to work with 
First Farmers “will bring some excitement” to Hoopeston 
and its economy, he said. 
 Brockus said the foundation has completed a site plan 
for a parcel of land it purchased earlier this year, located 
on Rt. 9 between Marathon and Chrysler of Hoopeston. 
A motel and another restaurant are to be located there. 
 “We’re committed to economic development for the 

 See GROWTH on other side 



From the Blotter 

Weather 
 Thunderstorms likely today. High 83. Tonight, partly 
cloudy. Low 64. Tomorrow, mostly sunny. High 82, low 
61. 

 Hoopeston police are reporting an increase in vehicu-
lar burglaries and advise residents to lock their vehicle 
doors. 
 Police are investigating a vehicle burglary reported at 
11 a.m. Tuesday in the VFW parking lot, 428 W. Orange. 
A Hoopeston man reported several items were taken 
from his vehicle. 
 Alyssa M. Eighnor, 30, of Sheldon, was arrested at 
9:55 a.m. Tuesday in the 800 block of East Seminary. 
Wanted on an Iroquois County warrant for possession of 
burglary tools, she was extradited to Iroquois County. 

   Briefly 
Breast cancer group to meet 

 Hoopeston Breast Cancer Support Group meets the 
third Thursday of each month at The Pit Stop at Fast 
Lanes. The next meeting will be August 17. 
 Spread the word and join us for a meeting to offer sup-
port to past and present breast cancer survivors. For more 
information, call Pat Foster, (815) 984-4040. 

At the library 
 Upcoming events at Hoopeston Public Library include: Classifieds 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Hoopeston: Handicap accessible. Clean, 2 bedroom, 1 bath apt 
in 4-Plex. Refrigerator, stove, W/D hookups. Full basement. 
Walk to shopping. Nice yard. No pets, Non smoking. Available 
September 1. 217-260-8762.  

HELP WANTED 

Ravens Livestock and Farms Inc., is looking for a local driver. 
Must have CDL and farm background. Also looking for sea-
sonal help, no CDL required. Call (217) 304-1943. 

 NAPA Hoopeston is looking for a full time Counter/ Delivery 
person. Responsible person would be very knowledgeable of 
automotive and truck parts. Must be able to answer phones and 
wait on customers. Must have very good knowledge of com-
puters. Must do daily and monthly paperwork. Must be capable 
of doing all activities that the store manager would do in case of 
their absence. ASE certified counter person preferred but not 
required. If interested, pick up a application at NAPA 226 E 
Main St. Hoopeston. 

Computer Works is seeking a part time person, 6-10 hours per 
week. Must be able to work Saturdays. Some computer knowl-
edge helpful. Pays minimum wage. Stop in at 303B E. Main 
St., Hoopeston, to fill out an application. 

HOUSES FOR SALE 

Hoopeston: 4 bedroom, 1 1/2 baths, 1 car detached garage. 
Large rooms, newer roof, great neighborhood close to Maple 
School. Asking $40,000. Call 217-304-6547 for more informa-
tion.  

Property for Sale in Hoopeston: 3 bedrooms, 4 full baths, fin-
ished basement, large Great Room, heated in ground pool and 
much more. Large barn with great rental income. More infor-
mation at www.1111eastthompson.com or call 217-304-6547. 
Asking Price, $349,000  

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

Drum set, trumpet, xylophone for sale. Call Computer Works at 
(217) 283-9552 to inquire. 
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Growth continued from other side 

next five years,” Brockus told aldermen, who approved 
the HRVF proposal 7-0, pending document execution 
and signing. 
 Ald. Ryan Anderson was absent. 
 In unrelated business, the council: 
● Voted 7-0 to amend its ordinance pertaining to part-
time police officers, changing wording to comply with 
Illinois requirements. 
● Heard from Ald. Carl Ankenbrand that school will start 
Monday and asking motorists to use extra caution. 
● Heard from Ald. Brandon Hamilton, police committee 
chairman, that officers are reporting increased vehicle 
burglaries and suggested residents lock their vehicles. 
● Heard from Joel Bird, District 1 county board represen-
tative, that the board proclaimed September 2 as Chief 
Mark Drollinger Day in Vermilion County. 

 Back-to-School Summer Bash, 2 p.m. Thursday. A 
last hurrah of before school starts, for kids in grades K-5. 
Planned activities include games, sidewalk chalk fun, a 
story and refreshments and a special appearance by 
Ronald McDonald. In the event of bad weather, activities 
will be held in the lower level meeting room. 
 Tree Climbers genealogy group, 10-11 a.m. Saturday. 

For beginners or those who want to take their search to 
the next level. Learn how to use the HPL's online re-
sources, including Ancestry.com.  
 Cooking the Books, 6-7 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 24. 
“Summer’s Bounty” is this month’s theme. Pick a fea-
tured recipe, prepare it and bring it to the library to share 
with others. 


