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Il. Rep. Tom Bennett, (R-106) speaks Monday in Hoopeston. 

then tried to keep up as residents peppered him with their 
thoughts. 
 One revenue-generating idea is legalizing and taxing 
marijuana, providing new revenue for Illinois, which has 
the worst credit rating in the nation. 
 Emory Zimmerman said no to legalization, saying there 
are too many drunks on the road and Illinois doesn’t need  

See BENNETT on other side 

 State Rep. Tom Bennett asked for opinions from resi-
dents at a town hall meeting Monday. He didn’t go away 
empty handed. 
 On everything from spending to legalizing marijuana, a 
small group of citizens shared their thoughts with the 
Republican representative. 
 “We have a lot of things that aren’t working,” Bennett 
said, kicking off the meeting. He mentioned some town 
halls that become “rambunctious” but said he knew that 
would not happen here. “We’re all respectful,” he said. 
“We’re all Americans. 
 “I need to know what you think,” said Bennett, who  

 Area residents share opinions at Bennett town hall meeting 



Weather 
 Mostly sunny today. High 84. Tonight, mostly clear. 
Low 61. Tomorrow, sunny. High 88, low 66. Sunday, 
sunny. High 92, low 68. 

Bennett continued from other side 

more impaired drivers on the roads. 
 Valarie Hinkle wondered whether marijuana is a gate-
way to harder drugs. “That’s what I’ve always heard,” 
Bennett said, briefly touching on the pervasive use of 
heroin, methamphetamine and other drugs. 
 In fact, residents don’t like many proposals coming out 
of Springfield, like increasing the state income tax, a $15 
minimum wage and the lack of a balanced budget. 
 Residents blamed Democrat Speaker Mike Madigan 
for many of the state’s woes. Zimmerman called him “the 
bottleneck of everything in the state of Illinois.” 
 Citizens do favor spending cuts including a work pro-
gram for able bodied welfare recipients, pension reform 
and not using state funds on programs that ensure contin-
ued Democrat domination. 
 Those who attended Monday’s meeting were given a 
survey covering the top issues facing the state. For those 
unable to attend  but who would like to provide input for 
Bennett, the survey is available at www.repben 

nett.com/. 

   Briefly 
Bake sale fundraiser 

 Three local girls will hold a bake sale Saturday to 
raise money for furry friends. 
 Amelia and Linnea Chase and Emily Ray will hold 
the bake sale from 8-11 a.m. Saturday at Treasured 
Roots Flower Shop, 702 W. Main, Hoopeston. All 
proceeds will be donated to the Hoopeston animal 
shelter. 

Hydrant testing, flushing 
● Hoopeston Fire Department will test hydrants dur-
ing the evening hours of June 12 and 26. This may 
cause rust in water for some residents. 
● City workers will flush hydrants on Fridays 
throughout the summer, weather permitting. 

Basketball camp set 
 Coach Matt Colston and the high boys basketball team 
will host a summer basketball camp for anyone interested 
in improving their game and becoming a better basketball 
player.  
 Camp is open to incoming third through sixth grader 
boys and girls and will be from 10-11:45 a.m.. Monday, 

June 12-Thursday, June 15 at John Greer. Cost is $30, 
with checks payable to HAHS Basketball.  
 Walk-ins are welcome, but every camper should have a 
guardian with them on the first day of camp to sign the 
consent form. The form is also available at, 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Hoopeston: Cozy 2 Bedroom, 1 Bath. Recently painted, well-
maintained. Refrigerator, stove, full basement. Walk to shop-
ping. Nice yard. Quiet area. Handicap accessible. Nonsmoking, 
no pets. References checked. Available June 1. $485/mo, $485 
dep. Call or text 217-260-8762. 

HELP WANTED 

The Pit Stop at Fast Lanes accepting applications for part time 
cooks, prep workers. 20 hrs a week. Must have or be able to get 
food sanitation license .Evening work. No phone calls accepted. 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

Danby 5,000BTU window air conditioner. $75, excellent con-
dition,815-457-2021  

RUMMAGE SALES 

HOOPESTON: 511 & 513 W. Orange. Fri & Sat., 8-? Pam-
pered Chef items, carpet & vinyl pieces, clothes, lots of misc. 

HOOPESTON: Inside Estate sale. 702 E. Elm. Fri. 7:30-?, Sat., 
7:30-?, everything half price. 

HOOPESTON: 702 W. Washington. Sat. 7-? Lots of clothes, 
toys, household. 

HOOPESTON: 836 E. Elm. Fri. & Sat., 8-1. Vintage/seasonal 
glassware and dishes, picture frames, décor items, tons of mis-
cellaneous items. Everything must go! 

HOOPESTON: 820 N. Fourth St. Fri. & Sat., 8 a.m. Collecti-
bles, fishing equipment, John Deere stool & wall clock, 8 ft. 
fiberglass stepladder, glassware, Much more to see! 

Email publish@justthefacts.net or  

call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

       Fish Fry 
       5-8 p.m. Friday 

 American Legion 
502 E. Penn, Hoopeston 

Cod, chicken, shrimp, chicken tenders with fries 
or onion rings, plus baked beans, slaw, roll 

SUPER SALAD BAR  
$3 extra w/meal $8 as entrée 

www.hoopeston.k12.il.us..For more information, contact 
Colston at colstomr@hoopeston.k12.il.us. 


