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State finances, containing costs on minds of board candidates 
 Just the Facts is spotlighting candidates running in 

contested elections for Hoopeston Area School Board, 

which has contests for both in and out of the original 

Hoopeston School District; Hoopeston City Council, 

which has a contest in Ward 2; and Grant Township. 

 Three people are running for two seats on the “in town” 
portion of the Hoopeston Area School Board, representing 
the original Hoopeston School District. 
 Incumbents Lawrence Jahn and Dave McFadden are 
being challenged by newcomer Debbie Klaber in the 
April 4 contest. 
 For Jahn, major issues facing the district now are state 

funding for education, which, without a state budget, is 
difficult to predict - and related concern - the federal gov-
ernment’s push for charter schools and school choice, 
which, he said, will reduce money the district now gets for 
Title 1 and other government programs. 
 Another area of concern is getting the word out the 
community about the great things that are happening in 
the district, he said. If re-elected, he will work with the 
incoming superintendent to develop a detailed communi-
cation plan.  
 Also, fewer young people are becoming teachers. Illi- 
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nois has a teacher shortage, which will soon be nation-
wide, Jahn said. Hoopeston Area has been successful in 
hiring well-qualified teachers to replace those who retire. 
He and his wife, Gloria, also a retired teacher, started a 
scholarship to a HA student enrolled at DACC in educa-
tion to encourage youth to become educators. 
 Finances will continue to be an issue into the future. 
Jahn said the board took a positive step in controlling ex-
penses by closing Honeywell Grade School, which will 
have a net savings of more than $250,000 per year.  
 The board is also looking at adding solar panels to the 
rooftops to curtail energy costs and is investigating an 
onsite windmill for the administrative building. 

Obituaries 

 BARRAGREE - Dennis Barragree, 77, of Rossville 
died at 6:30 a.m. Friday, March 24, 2017 at Colonial 
Manor, Danville. Visitation will be 10 a.m. until the noon 
funeral Thursday at Anderson Funeral Home, Hoopeston. 
Burial will follow in Mann’s Chapel Cemetery, rural 
Rossville. Memorials are suggested to donor’s choice. 

Classifieds 
FREE 

Free recliner and/or futon. Must pick up. Call 217 283 
4045.  

HELP WANTED 

Practice Representative: 
Our growing chiropractic offices in Danville and Hoopeston are 
looking for an employee who enjoys talking with people and 
getting out into the public, who is dependable, team-oriented, 
and has a flexible schedule. Are you that person? This position 
consist of marketing and sales duties. If this is you, send resume 
to Box K, Just the Facts, P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 60942. 

Chiropractic Assistant 
Looking for a Great job in the medical field? Busy chiropractic 
office in Danville needs a team oriented, multi-tasking, front 
desk person. Candidate will be trained to assist with patient 
care. Customer service and phone skills a must. X-ray techni-
cian certification a plus. This is a full-time position. Send re-
sumes to Box L, Just the Facts, P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 
60942. 

Treasured Roots Flower Shop is in search of an energetic, en-
thusiastic individual to join our team! Must love cats, people, 
and plants. Duties include, but not limited to, running register, 
assisting customers, answering phones, making deliveries, 
lifting heavy items, unloading trucks, watering plants, weeding 
the garden, unpacking flowers, cleaning, mowing, tribute de-
sign, and much more! Must have a great upbeat attitude, good 
sense of humor, and professional work ethic.  25-35 hours a 
week- must be available to work weekends  Applications can 
be picked up at 702 W Main St Hoopeston IL  

NOTICES 

Sealed Bids will be received by the City of Hoopeston, Illinois 
for planting the perpetual car urns and pots for the Floral Hill 
Cemetery. The specifications may be picked up at the City 
Municipal Building. Bids will be opened April 4, 2017, at 
10:00 a.m. at the City Municipal Building. 

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids and waive 
technicalities in bidding. 

Gail Lane 
City Clerk 

Dates of Publication 
March 22, 2017 
March 29, 2017 

Email publish@justthefacts.net  

or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

Weather 
 Partly sunny today. High 58. Tonight, mostly cloudy, 
showers likely. Low 42. Tomorrow, showers. High 58, 
low 46. 

 The 76-year-old has been on the board for 14 years and 
is its vice president. He retired from the Hoopeston Area 
school district, where he was a business teacher, director 
of vocational education, computer instructor and technol-
ogy coordinator. He presently teaches computer applica-
tion courses through DACC Community and Corporate 
Division. 
 McFadden, 54, was appointed to the board two years 
ago and is running for his first full term. 
 Like Jahn, McFadden sees finances as a major issue. 
“There is no sign that the current budget situation in 
Illinois will improve any time soon,” he said. “This 
will continue to put a financial strain on state school 
districts.” The board must be good stewards of “the 
positive financial position that the previous district 
leaders have provided us” and also “strike the right 
balance between controlling expenses and providing 
opportunities for our students.” 
 Also, he said, HA needs an effective communications 
program, a priority of newly-hired Supt. Suzi Hesser. “We 
have amazing people doing amazing things in our schools 
every day,” McFadden said. 
 McFadden, owner of Anthem Chevrolet-Buick, has 
lived in the community for 21 years. He and his wife, 
Stacy, have four daughters. 
 Klaber, 63, retired from the Hoopeston school system 
after 36 years of teaching. She sees upcoming transitions 
of closing Honeywell Grade School and the change in 
leadership with a new superintendent as a major issue. “I 
hope to help support Mrs. Hesser and help students and 
staff as they make the transition of buildings and staff,” 
she said. 
 Excellent stewardship and leadership means the dis-
trict’s finances are stable. “The job of the board will be to 
continue to provide quality education for our community 
while being confronted with the uncertainty of state fi-
nances. 
 Klaber is a lifetime Hoopeston resident. She and her 
husband, Jim, have two sons and a granddaughter. 


