publish@justthefacts.net

Thursday, March 16, 2017
www.justthefacts.net

Suzzette Hesser, newly-hired Hoopeston Area superintendent, shakes board member Mark Schaumburg’s hand at
Tuesday’s school board meeting, as retiring Supt. Hank Hornbeck and other board members look on.

Former John Greer teacher hired to lead Hoopeston Area
Suzzette Hesser knows a bit about the Hoopeston Area
School District, both as a teacher and a parent of students
who attended the school.
Now she will get to know the district from a different
angle.
Hesser was hired as the district’s new superintendent at
the school board meeting Tuesday evening.
“I am so excited to be coming back to work with the
board, the students, the staff and the families,” she said
after the unanimous board vote.

“My passion is to inspire others to achieve their dreams
through education. It is truly an honor to have the opportunity to work with the students, staff and community to
continue the tradition of excellent in the Hoopeston Area
schools and Expect More!”
Hesser, a Bismarck native, began her teaching career at
John Greer approximately 22 years ago, teaching fifth
grade. After about seven years in Hoopeston, she was
hired by the Sterling Public School District. There, she
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served as teacher, and principal in a pre-K-8 district.
In what some might consider a step back, in 2014,
Hesser went back to teaching. She is currently a fifth
grade teacher at Lincoln Elementary. “I didn’t want to
spend too much time away from teaching,” she said. “I
think that happens sometimes and you lose sight of the
students.”
Hesser, 47, graduated from Eastern Illinois University,
Charleston, with a bachelor’s degree in elementary education. She completed a master’s degree in educational
administration at EIU and is currently working on her
doctorate in educational leadership from Aurora University in Aurora. Her dissertation is on improving in-service
teacher development.
At John Greer, Hesser had the distinction of becoming
the first teacher in Vermilion County to earn National
Board Teacher Certification. She attended Harvard University’s Graduate School of Education Principal Center
in Boston, Mass., for intensive instruction on the use of
data and change leadership. She was also chosen to participate in the AASA (School Superintendents Associa-

tion) Aspiring Superintendent’s program in Washington,
D.C. during the 2016-17 year.
“I am beyond thrilled to be here,” Hesser said after the
meeting. “My husband and I loved being here.”
When she began teaching at John Greer, Hesser’s children were in kindergarten through John Greer. When
they left, the youngsters were in Honeywell through middle school and the family was involved in many areas of
the community, including youth sports and church. “We
had a great experience,” she said.
When Hesser takes the reins on July 1, she plans to
spend several months “listening and learning” to staff,
students, parents and the community.”
Hesser was hired with a three-year contract at a base
salary of $120,000, said board President Russ Walder,
who called the search for a new superintendent “a rewarding experience,” saying the board “interviewed people from all over the state.”
Walder gave a brief history of the search, which started
in May when the board hired the Illinois Association of
School Boards, at $7,400, to conduct a nationwide search
to replace Supt. Hank Hornbeck, who has served in that
capacity since July 2007.

Briefly
At the library
Upcoming events at the Hoopeston Public Library
include:
"Dollar-A-Day Boys: The Civilian Conservation
Corps in Illinois" a special multi-media program by
author and speaker Bill Jamerson, 6:30 p.m., Thursday lower level meeting room.
While this program is geared toward adults, it
would also be of interest to middle/high school students interested in history.
Treeclimbers Genealogy Group meets at 10 a.m.
Saturday, March 18 in the Teen Room (upstairs north
end). This program is open to anyone interested in
genealogy and family research.

Weather
Mostly sunny today. High 39. Tonight, cloudy, chance
of showers. Low 32. Tomorrow, chance of showers. High
53, low 33.

His last day will be June 30.
That search resulted in four candidates interviewed but
none hired after the board did not reach a concensus,
Walder said. A second search began in January.
“This was the only position I applied for,” Hesser said
of the search.
Hesser and her husband, Scott, have three adult children, Alex, Andrew and Jennifer Brady. They also mentor two young men, Andrew and Joseph, who live with
their family.
In her free time, Hesser enjoys reading, Christian concerts and kayaking.

Classifieds
HELP WANTED
The City of Hoopeston is accepting applications for a part time
Zoning/Compliance officer. Application and job description are
available at Hoopeston City Hall, 301 W. Main St., Hoopeston
Practice Representative:
Our growing chiropractic offices in Danville and Hoopeston are
looking for an employee who enjoys talking with people and
getting out into the public, who is dependable, team-oriented,
and has a flexible schedule. Are you that person? This position
consist of marketing and sales duties. If this is you, send resume
to Box K, Just the Facts, P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL 60942.
Chiropractic Assistant
Looking for a Great job in the medical field? Busy chiropractic
office in Danville needs a team oriented, multi-tasking, front
desk person. Candidate will be trained to assist with patient
care. Customer service and phone skills a must. X-ray technician certification a plus. This is a full-time position. Send resumes to Box L, Just the Facts, P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston IL
60942.
Treasured Roots Flower Shop is in search of an energetic, enthusiastic individual to join our team! Must love cats, people,
and plants. Duties include, but not limited to, running register,
assisting customers, answering phones, making deliveries,
lifting heavy items, unloading trucks, watering plants, weeding
the garden, unpacking flowers, cleaning, mowing, tribute design, and much more! Must have a great upbeat attitude, good
sense of humor, and professional work ethic. 25-35 hours a
week- must be available to work weekends Applications can
be picked up at 702 W Main St Hoopeston IL

Email publish@justthefacts.net
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