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 Additionally, cosmetolo-
gists will receive special train-
ing to spot the signs of do-
mestic violence and sexual 
violence as part of their li-
cense renewal process under 
House Bill 4264. Advocates 

of the measure said the training is intended to reduce 
domestic violence by increasing awareness and offering 
victims another place to turn for help – especially those 
who may not feel comfortable going to the authorities. 

See LAWS on other side 

 SPRINGFIELD—As citi-
zens throughout the state of 
Illinois ring in the New Year, 
nearly 200 laws will take ef-
fect. A significant number of 
the new laws target crime, 
make changes to the criminal 
justice system, seek to assist law enforcement, and ad-
vance safety provisions for Illinois motorists. Other new 
laws cover everything from veterans’ affairs to families 
and children, hunting and trapping, and public safety. 
Criminal justice reforms poised to take effect 

 One measure to allow greater flexibility in granting 
probation for certain non-violent offenders with no prior 
conviction for a violent crime is set to take effect on Jan. 
1. Senate Bill 3164 is part of a bipartisan package of leg-
islative reforms to Illinois’ criminal justice system, and 
was introduced at the recommendation of the Governor’s 
Illinois State Commission on Criminal Justice and Sen-
tencing Reform. 
 The commission was charged with identifying policy 
changes to reduce recidivism and make significant reduc-
tions to the state’s prison population, which had increased 
by more than 500 percent in the last forty years. Senate 
Bill 3164 is one measure that seeks to reduce the number 
of non-violent offenders in Illinois’ correctional facili-
ties—which are operating at roughly 150 percent of rec-
ommended capacity. 
Laws aim to address sexual assault, domestic abuse 

 Another new law, Senate Bill 3096, seeks to increase 
the reporting, investigation, and successful prosecution of 
sexual assault cases in Illinois. This new law gives vic-
tims a longer period of time to request a rape kit, speeds 
up forensic testing to address the backlog of testing rape 
kits in sexual assault cases, and requires more detailed 
reporting of sexual assault cases by police. 

Barickman highlights new laws that take effect in new year 



Veterans and military families aided by new laws 

 Student musicians may now be excused from school in 
the case of a military funeral procession under a new law 
that takes effect on January 1. House Bill 4432 ensures 
that any Illinois public student, grades six through twelve, 
is permitted to attend a funeral of a deceased veteran 
during school hours for the purpose of playing “Taps,” a 
bugle call traditionally performed during flag ceremonies 
and military funerals. 
 To honor fallen soldiers, House Bill 4344 creates the 
Heroes Way Designation Program Act. The law allows 
for the families of veterans who were killed in action 
while on active duty to apply for a designation to honor 
the departed with a personal sign on designated roadways 
under the jurisdiction of the Illinois Department of Trans-
portation. 
 This new law was inspired by a similar law in Missouri 
that allowed interstate interchanges to be designated for 
Missouri residents who were killed in action on or after 
September 11, 2001, in either Afghanistan or Iraq. 
New laws focus on children 

 Children under the care of the Department of Child and 
Family Services (DCFS) will now have access to a 
greater family support system. House Bill 5656 requires 
that DCFS provide visitation privileges and accommoda-
tions to the grandparents and great-grandparents of a 
child under the department’s supervision—as long as it’s 
in the best interest of the child. 
 Amending Childhood Hunger Relief Act, Senate Bill 
2393 is a new law this year that requires all school dis-
tricts in Illinois to implement and operate a "breakfast 
after the bell" program. The legislation asserts that 
schools must provide breakfast for their students after the 
instructional day has begun—and may also begin serving 
before the day has begun. 
New laws provide new ways to hunt and trap 

 In order to trap wild game in past years, the Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) required that all individuals 
must complete a hunting training course. Senate Bill 

From the Blotter 
 A woman reported at 8:30 a.m. Tuesday that someone 
damaged her fence in the 800 block of South Third St. 
Police are investigating the hit-and-run accident. 

Weather 
 Party sunny, then chance of flurries, breezy today. High 
35. Tonight, chance of flurries. Low 25. Tomorrow, 
mostly sunny. High 35, low 29. 

Laws continued from other side 

Minors protected by new laws 

 Child victims of battery will be able to give testimony 
via a one-way closed circuit television thanks to Senate 
Bill 2880. This legislation allows children involved in 
battery or aggravated domestic battery cases to avoid the 
serious emotional trauma and distress of testifying in a 
courtroom. 
 Senate Bill 2370, sponsored by Senate Republican 
Leader Christine Radogno (R-Lemont), requires legal 
counsel during the interrogation of minors under the age 
of 15 who have been charged with murder. This law ad-
dresses concerns that minors may not fully understand 
their legal rights, and as a result should have legal repre-
sentation present when speaking with police.  
New law strengthens employee privacy 

 Another new law, House Bill 4999, seeks to further 

Classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

Part-time CNA, for all shifts must be able to work Holidays and 
weekends. Apply in person at Autumn Fields Adult Commu-
nity 325 E Orange St Hoopeston.  

HOUSES FOR RENT 

UPPER LEVEL DUPLEX AVAIL: JAN. 1. 726 S. Third St. 3 
BR, 1 bath w/large living room, kitchen. In and outside entry. 
Garage, stove and fridge and water furnished. $425 plus secu-
rity dep. References. Call (217) 304-3477. 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 
2012 red go cart, very good condition, 125cc engine, clutchless 
3 speed with reverse, electric start, 4 wheel disk brakes.  $899.  
Call (815) 984-3741. 

Email publish@justthefacts.net  

or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

2410 has lifted that requirement and now permits that 
individuals ages 18 and under can trap wild game without 
certification as long as they are accompanied by an adult 
age 21 years or older. 
 Lastly, thanks to House Bill 5788, a new fishing law 
states that fishermen can now add catfish to the list of 
species that may be caught with a pitchfork, underwater 
spear gun, bow and arrow, or a bow and arrow device. 
Under the new measure, the DNR will authorize the sell-
ing of species taken by the above methods. 
 Being able to sell these fish not only benefits fisher-
men, but is also crucial to the state’s overall environ-
mental health. The current overpopulation of Asian Carp 
throughout the state is causing irreparable damage to 
Illinois’ waterways and ecosystems. The DNR’s authori-
zation will allow fisherman to sell the carp carcasses, 
which are often taken by non-traditional methods and can 
be used to make fertilizer—providing incentives to catch 
them in greater numbers. 
VIDEO: 17 in 17 
 While nearly 200 new laws will take effect as the New 
Year begins, click here to see a video highlighting 17 of 
these new laws. 
 More details on these laws, and a full listing of all the 
new laws taking effect on January 1 can be found at 
www.senategop.state.il.us. 

protect employee’s online privacy by strengthening and 
clarifying existing laws that make it unlawful for any 
employer or prospective employer to require an em-
ployee or prospective employee to provide usernames 
and passwords to their personal online accounts, includ-
ing social media accounts. 
“Bath salts” sales 

 Senate Bill 210 aims to curb the sale of all synthetic 
cathinones, drugs that are often sold under the disguise of 
legitimate products such as “bath salts.” “Bath salts” have 
made headlines in recent years for the bizarre, zombie-
like behavior exhibited by those under its influence.  Un-
der this new law it will become a Class 3 felony with a 
maximum fine of $150 to sell these drugs in a retail store. 
Police dog retirement plan 

 Police dogs will be able to enjoy their retirement in 
permanent homes with the police officers and staff they 
worked with under Senate Bill 3129. Should the officer 
or employee who worked with the dog be unable to take 
their canine work companion, under the new law the dog 
may be offered to another officer or employee in the 
agency, a non-profit agency, or a no-kill animal shelter 
that will find an appropriate owner for the dog. 
New transportation laws increase public safety 

 Don’t forget to stop at a railroad crossing when the 
warning gates and lights are on! Under Senate Bill 2806 
the fine for failure to stop at a railroad crossing will dou-
ble. A first violation will now cost you $500 and subse-
quent violations will cost $1,000. 
 Private transportation companies will be allowed to 
operate video recording devices under Senate Bill 629. 
The new law stipulates that vehicles using this type of 
technology must have a notice posted stating that a pas-
senger’s conversation may be recorded. Any data re-
corded becomes the sole property of the vehicle’s owner. 
The Annie LeGere Law 

 Prompted by the tragic death of 13-year-old Annie 
LeGere, who suffered a fatal anaphylactic reaction while 
at a sleepover party, House Bill 4462, also known as the 
Annie LeGere Law, will take effect as 2017 begins. 
 Annie’s Law provides better access to live-saving treat-
ment for allergic reactions by expanding training for law 
enforcement on how to recognize and respond to anaphy-
laxis, including the administration of an epinephrine auto-
injector. 


