
measured as “average daily” and “peak flow.” The aver-
age is flow measured throughout the day and averaging it 
between high and low usage. Peak flow is times of day 
when flow is higher than average, such as around 8 a.m. 

and 5 p.m. when families 
are home from work and 
school and doing activities 
such as cooking, bathing 
and doing dishes. 
 Peak flow was about four 
times the average daily 
flow, he said, while during 
storms, flow was “probably 
on the order of several hun-
dred times that.” 
 One choice to fix the 
problem would be to dig up 
and replace sewer lines and 
manholes, which would 
come with about a $2 mil-
lion price tag. 
 What he recommends is 

lining sewers and sealing joints and manholes, at a cost of 
$550,000. “It’s a big chunk of money but your dollars go 
further that way.” 
 Cole had looked into possible grants for the project, 
such as those offered by the USDA, which would have 
paid 30-40 percent of the project. However, Hoopeston’s 
sewer rates would have to be raised to get the grant. 
 USDA bases needed rates based on 1.5 percent of a 
city’s median household income. According to the 2010 
census, Hoopeston’s median income is $38,500, which 
would result in a sewer rate of $48 per month on average. 
“Until you hit that, there’s not an opportunity for you,” he 
said.  
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 After months of study, a representative of a Danville 
engineering firm has made recommendations on how to 
ease flooding on Hoopeston’s northeast side. 
 Sam Cole, of C2 Engineering, said 8,700 feet of storm 
sewers on Sixth St., be-
tween McCracken and 
Thompson were studied 
three ways: visual inspec-
tions of manholes, televis-
ing the entire length, and 
smoke testing - blowing 
smoke in storm sewers to 
look for cross connections 
with sanitary sewers or 
other problems. 
 Also, flow meters were 
installed in three locations 
in the sewer line, to set a 
baseline flow, flow during 
peak times and what hap-
pens as a result of a storm. 
 Normally flow meters are 
left in lines for 90 days, Cole said. Because of a dry spell, 
Mayor Bill Crusinberry asked that the monitors be left for 
an additional 30 days, during which time a storm pro-
vided the needed data. 
 Cole reported that city manholes in the area are 40 to 
50 years old. Many pipe joints are poorly sealed, with 17 
percent leaking water. Most pipes have joints every five 
feet, he said. 
 The smoke test showed 20-25 locations with at least 
some smoke coming out of a crawlspace or basement, 
which could indicate water could get in and sewer gas 
could get trapped in the buildings. 
 Flow tests showed an “extremely large spike” of water 
flow after the storm, Cole said, explaining that flow is 

Engineer outlines sewer fix plan; low rates nix grant chance 

Hoopeston water tank in contest  
 Hoopeston’s ground storage tank could become the 

poster child of water tanks, at least for a year. 

 The tank is one of many in the running for a Tank of 

the Year contest sponsored by Tnemec Company, 

maker of the coatings used in Hoopeston’s water stor-

age tank project, said Ald. Bill McElhaney, water/sewer 

committee chairman. 

 Voting for the contest will be done online at tankoft-

heyear.tnemec.com/ 

 “It’s a pride issue for the town, for the community to 

come together and do a big hoorah for what we’ve 

done,” McElhaney said.  

 The winning tank will be featured in the company’s 

calendars, he added. 



 Hoopeston pays $250 per tree for work and have cut as 
many as 100 trees in a year. Workers already have chain 
saws and chaps and with a bucket truck, could take over 
tree work, saving money, he said. 
 The purchase is expected to be voted on at the October 
18 meeting. 
 In other business, the council: 
● Approved an $11,399 bid from Birkey’s for a new 
mower for the cemetery.  
 Ald. Chad Yaden said bids were also submitted by 
Meunch Service of Cissna Park, for $11,737 and B and D 
Sales and Service of Danville, for $12,000. 
● Heard from Ald. Alex Houmes that Paul Tutwiler was 
named parks superintendent, effective October 1, after 
former superintendent Eugene Warner resigned. Roger 
Uden was promoted to parks lead, Tutwiler’s former 

Weather 
 Slight chance of thunderstorms today. High 82. To-
night, partly cloudy. Low 61. Tomorrow, mostly sunny. 
High 75, low 47. 

position. 
● Learned McFerren Park will be closed from 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Saturday for Learn and Lead Academy’s 
Color Walk/Run. 

Sewer continued from other side 

Ald. Bill McElhaney, water/sewer committee chairman, 
said “the torches and pitchforks come out when you talk 
about $50.” 
 Berns, Clancy and Associates of Urbana does a study 
of area rates. Hoopeston’s is close to the lowest of those 
rates, which is good for customers’ checkbooks but “I 
sorta think if you’re not in the top 10 percent, you’re not 
keeping up with what needs to be done,” he said. 
 The water/sewer committee will study Cole’s results 
and make a recommendation to the full council. 
 In unrelated business, Crusinberry said street/alley em-
ployees have found a used bucket truck that they would 
like to have. The department has accrued money for the 
purchase, he said. 
 The truck, which would be used by multiple city de-
partments, has a 70’ reach and would allow workers to 
trim trees in the city. 
 In fact, Crusinberry said, it was employees who sug-
gested getting a truck just so they could do that. “This is 
one place where our employees have stepped up and are 
willing to do more work,” he said. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Honeywell Apartments: 2 BR, includes water, heat, pest con-
trol, off street parking (815) 984-4513 

HELP WANTED 

Knuth's Body Shop & Towing is accepting applications for 
auto mechanic/auto body repair help. Experience preferred, pay 
based on experience. Must have own tools. Phone calls ac-
cepted at 217-283-6953. Applications available at our office, 
1110 S. 3rd Ave., Hoopeston  

HOUSES FOR RENT 

1-2 BR house for rent. Has storage shed. $450/mo., $450 de-
posit. Call (815) 520-3074. 

RUMMAGE SALES 

HOOPESTON: 713 E. Honeywell. Sat., 7-4. Petites, men’s 
large; men’s pants 33-29 

HOOPESTON: 921 E. Main. Sat., 8-? Name brand clothes for 
girls, boys, men, women, Halloween costumes, toys, movies, 
games & much more. Rain or shine! 

HOOPESTON: in alley behind post office. Fri., 8-noon. Doors, 
lumber pieces, electrical items, barber chair, Jazzy battery pow-
ered chair and LOTS of miscellaneous items. 

ROSSVILLE: 351 N. Chicago. Fri. & Sat. 8-5. Mustard Seed 
Christian Daycare Fundraiser Rummage Sale. Part of the Ross-
ville Fall Festival. Help us raise money to get computers and 
smart boards in our classrooms! 

Email publish@justthefacts.net 

or call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 


