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POSITIVE THINKING FOR EVERYDAY!
For Women, Men, Teens
Sessions begin Tuesday, Nov. 5th
Mﬂ-rning 9-11 or Evc:ui:ng 6-8
Cost: 515 per session

Call Bertha 217 283-6876
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Meet the Tech

Dwayne White
31 years experience

Dwayne has been a Ford Parts
Manager for 20 years and has a
total of 31 years experience in the |
automotive parts industry. Dwayne
has been a part of the Crown Ford
family for 4 years. He is Ford Parts

Certifled and is a Rantoul native.

Meet the Tech Special
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$ 2999*
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A model of the former Nickel Plate that ran through Hoopeston now runs near the ceiling in Anderson Funeral
Home’s children’s room.

Train celebrates past, provides joy for young, young-at-heart

You might say Ryan Anderson is “training” kids about
the cycle of life.

Anderson, owner of Anderson Funeral Home in
Hoopeston, has added a new feature to the funeral
home’s children’s room - a model of a train that might
have run through Hoopeston on the former Nickel Plate
line.

The train is comprised of the engine, coal car, boxcar,
grain car, flatbed, coal tender and caboose. It runs on a
wooden trestle suspended from the ceiling, its speed
determined by a remote control.

The idea for the train came one day when Anderson
was looking at old photos that decorate the funeral
home. A photo of the former depot got him thinking. “T

thought ‘we’ll do something on the ceiling, try to do
See TRAIN on other side
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Betty Shaffer, ACE Certified

United Methodist Church

¥ 403 E. Main, Hoopeston

JOIN ANYTIME

on. & Thurs.  5:15-6:15 p.m
Starts Monday, Oct. 14

#interval #Circuit/Strength Training

#5Stability Ball Workouts #Step

Call (217) 283-5715

The Village Guns & Ammo Shop
God Bless America

41700 Main St. P.O. Box 1 East Lynn, IL 60932

Mon.-Fri. 9-5
Call for After Hours or Sat./Sun. appts.
Office: (217) 375-9136  Cell: (217) 799-3363
Over 150 guns in stock*All ammo available

WE BUY GUNS!

Dennis A. Selsor Jr., Owner villageguns.com

Broker Associate

Saturday, Oct. 26 8 p.m.-midnight

McFerren Park Civic Center
featuring

Costume Contest
Mixed Drinks Domestic Beer
$10 per person Must be 18 to enter, 21 fo drink




“Pain is inevitable -
Suffering is optional”
We've got your back!
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Tr ain continued from other side

something outside the box of a funeral home,’” he said.

Once Anderson decided to get a train, he contacted
Chad Thomas of the Hoopeston-based East Central Illi-
nois Model Railroading Club. Thomas coupled Ander-
son with Steve Malan, of the Effingham area, who pro-
vided the train.

Those who knew about the project, kept tabs on its
progress. One of those people was Robert Danner, who
was battling cancer. His usual question “are you going
to get this thing going before I die?,” became a joke
between the two men.

When Mr. Danner died on July 12, the train was not
yet running, but Anderson wanted it going for the visita-
tion. He turned again to Thomas, telling him, “I want
this to run. I need this to run.”

In Mr. Danner’s honor, the train ran on time.

Since then, Anderson runs the train three to four times
per visitation. Sometimes it’s run for children and some-
times it’s run for adults, who are equally interested in it.

One time, a youngster was having so much fun with
the train during a visitation, he asked his mother to leave
and come back to get him. Anderson knew the boy’s
family and granted the request. “We’re ministering to
kids about life and death,” he said

It is looking at his business as a ministry that
causes Anderson to offer activities that make his
funeral home less funereal and more fun.

Another of those activities is holding trick-or-
treating outside the funeral home. Anderson started
that tradition in 2006, when about 100 youngsters
showed up for treats that include hotdogs and hot
chocolate. Last year’s event drew 550, he said.

Anderson also has plans to remodel part of the fu-
neral home to resemble a train car, where families
can gather for meals after services.

To go along with the train, Anderson is collecting
information and memorabilia from the Nickel Plate,
properly known as the New York, Chicago and St.
Louis Railroad.

Anyone with information, photos or other mementos
is asked to contact him by phone at (217) 283-6696 or
email at andersonfh427 @hotmail.com.

Photo by Willis A. McCaleb/

Center for Railroad Photography & Art

A piece of history Ryan Anderson found in researching

the former Nickel Plate Railroad is this photo of rail-

road workers at the Hoopeston station, including, from

left, James Hoover, Agent Fred Flora and Don Tran-

barger. The photo appeared in the September 1953
issue of the Nickel Plate Road magazine.

Computer Understanding
M-F, October 21-25 from 9-11:30
For those with little or no computer experience.
Instructor: Larry Jahn
Location: DACC Higher Learning Center, Hoopeston
Cost: $80
For more information or to register contact
the Hoopeston site at 283-4170 or stop by

L Mon.-Thurs. from 9-5. y

Lithgow Automotive
offering

Full Service
Auto Repair

All Vehicle Makes, Models and Types
Open 6 days a week

Call or stop by for an appointment,
1121 S. Dixie Hwy., Hoopeston IL
217-283-5171

Financing Available!
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Chance of showers today, tonight. High 70, low 46.
Tomorrow, partly sunny. High 59, low 40.

Classifieds

HOUSES FOR SALE
Contract possible. 2-3 BR, basement, dollhouse. 704 E.
Maple, Hoopeston. $39,000. (217) 304-3477
VEHICLES FOR SALE
2002 Ford Mustang convertible. Good condition. Asking
$5,500. (217) 504-1598
Call (217) 283-9348 or email

publish @ justthefacts.net to place your ad!




