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Five candidates run for two ‘in’ seats on HA school board 

Thursday  

is $1 beer 

night at 

V.F.W. 

Public Welcome 

Benefits welcome! 

Time for Spring Cleaning? Don’t forget your computer. 
Has your computer slowed down or frozen up? Are you 

getting pop-up errors? Bring your computer in for an 
annual spring cleaning. We also carry canned air and 

glass cleaning products to keep your computer 
sparkling, inside and out. Give Teresa a call at 217-283-
9552 or stop in at 303B E Main Street, Hoopeston. Office 

hours 10-5 Mon-Fri, 10-2 on Sat. Computer 
Works, help is just a phone call away. 

Cooketech wireless also available.  

 Editor’s Note: This is the second in a multi-part 

series detailing candidates for the April 17 

General Election. Information is based on 

answers to a candidate questionnaire. 

 Hoopeston Area voters have choices in 

the April 17 race for school board. 

 Five candidates are running for two 

seats in the “in” part, which used to be the former Hoop-

eston School District. 

 Incumbent Mark Wagoner and newcomers Joel Bird, 

Kathleen Franklin, Stephen P. Highfill and Mark 

Schaumburg are running for two four-year terms. 

 Incumbent Steve Unger did not seek reelection. 

 In the “out” part of the district, Chris Elliott of Rankin 

is running unopposed. Current member Mark Eighner 

did not run again. 

 Bird, 30, is a Hoopeston Area High School graduate 

and attended DACC. He is a grain inspector and man-

ager of Champaign/Danville Grain Inspection’s Hoopes-

ton office. 

 Issues facing the district include keeping the school 

here and into the future. “I would like to be able to see 

the school flourish and keep the jobs here in the city,” he 

said. “I don’t want to see a child’s education suffer be-

cause of them being a number at an over-populated 

school.” 

 Bird said assets he would bring to the position include 

the ability to be impartial and listen to both sides of an 

issue, especially because he has no children in the dis-

trict yet, and a strong dedication to the school and to 

Hoopeston. 

 Franklin, 42, has an associate’s decree in computer 

networking and is working towards a bachelor’s degree 

in information systems technologies. She is employed as 

an associate end user support person. 

 Franklin sees the major issues and communication 

between parents teachers, students and administration 

and low test scores and graduation rates. As for 

communication, “implementing the STI program 

was a good start; but there is more room 

for improvement,” she said. 

 STI allows parents to monitor their stu-

dents’ progress, homework, grades and 

other information online. 

As for the low test scores and 

graduation rates, Franklin said scores 

are higher at the grade school level, 

then drop. “I believe to address this, 

we need to look at curriculum and if 

we are providing adequate tools for 

our kids,” she said. “We need to find 

ways to keep kids in school. Every 

single kid has the ability to succeed 

and every single kid should be encouraged to find that 

within themselves.” 

 Franklin said she has been sending children through 

the district for 16 years. “I am very familiar with its 

strengths and weaknesses,” she said. 

 Highfill, 35, graduated from Hoopeston Area and at-

tended DACC and Eastern Illinois University. He is 

currently manufacturing supervisor at Hoopeston Foods. 

 Issues facing the district involve the need to put aside 

personal agendas and feelings when voting on matters 

and maintaining a reasonable budget. To ensure this, 

Highfill said he would ask himself, “Is this decision the 

best decision for all of the children involved,” and would 

also make decisions to stay within budget restrictions. 

He also said he would like to thoroughly investigate 

before making a decision that affects an individual stu-

dent, whether it be fore a positive or negative matter. 

 Schaumburg, 43, graduated from Buckley-Loda High  
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Just Like Home... 

 We might have the largest facility in 
town, but our aim is to make you feel 
as comfortable as if you were in your 
own home. Planning a funeral for a 
loved one is never easy but Anderson 
Funeral Home has updated and 
expanded its facilities in order to give 
the families we serve a more relaxed, 
home-like atmosphere.  
 Call or visit Anderson Funeral home 
and see why we offer 

“Not Just the Standard Service... 

The Service that Sets the 

Standard.” 

427 E. Main St. 
Hoopeston, IL 

60942 

214 S Dixie Hwy., Hoopeston  
Next to The Pump 

  

      Fish Fry 
    5-8 p.m. Friday 

American Legion 
502 E. Penn, Hoopeston 

Also chicken breast & shrimp & grilled fish 

Includes salad or slaw, baked beans, fries, roll.  

Carry-outs available 283-6312 

FRANKLIN 

Half Price 

Easter Sale 

going on now! 

Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 
702 W. Main, Hoopeston  283-5578  Open 7 Days 



every Thursday  7 p.m. 

Hoopeston  

American Legion 
502 E. Penn 

Candidates continued from other side 

School and Lincoln Tech in Indianapolis, Ind. He is a 

station leader at Baltimore Aircoil, Paxton, where he has 

worked for 23 years. 

 Schaumburg said he is open-minded and will be well-

informed before making important decisions. He doesn’t 

believe there are major issues facing the district at this 

time but said hiring a superintendent is a priority. 

 Four of Schaumburg’s six children currently attend 

Hoopeston Area schools. 

 “If elected...I will do my very best to see that the 

 Breezy today. High 51. Tonight, blustery. Low 31. To-

morrow, partly cloudy, chance of rain late. High 53, low 41. 

 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 

Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

Classifieds 
AUCTIONS 

This Friday, April 13, 10 a.m. 411 W. Washington. Rain or 

Shine! House and furnishings, many antiques, tools, collectibles 

RUMMAGE SALES 

107 N. Summit, Rossville. Fri., Sat. & Sun., 8-? Furniture, 

brand name clothes (lots of boys & baby) toys, misc. 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 

2006 Mercury Grand Marquis LS, Mileage 6,563, Silver 

Birch Color, Fully Loaded.  Call 217-283-7336.  

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad. 

Hoopeston Area school system is 

maintained in ways that benefit both 

its students and the community,” he 

said. 

 Wagoner, 48, attended Hoopeston 

schools and graduated from the Illi-

nois Police Training Institute. He is a 

self-employed contractor and has 

served on the board for four years, 

three as vice-president. 

 Issues facing the district include working with the new 

superintendent to make sure the desires of the board are 

being addressing and improving communication at all 

levels. Also, with many teachers eligible to retire, it is 

important to attract quality people and then support and 

encourage them once they’re here. Working with the 

Rossville-Alvin district and possibly adding more voca-

tional classes are also important, he said. 

 Wagoner said he brings honesty, a hard work ethic, de-

pendability, integrity and common sense to the board and 

that he speaks what he feels, even if it is not politically 

correct. He has two children attending Hoopeston Area 

High School. 

 “I look forward to serving the good people of this dis-

trict for the next four years,” he said. 

WAGONER 

 HOUMES - Mary M. Houmes, 87, of East Lynn died at 

3:10 a.m. Tuesday, April 10, 2007 at her daughter’s home 

in rural Rankin. Funeral service will be at 11 a.m. Satur-

day at East Lynn United Methodist Church. Burial will be 

in Floral Hill Cemetery, Hoopeston. Visitation will be 4-7 

p.m. Friday at Anderson Funeral Home, Hoopeston. Me-

morials are suggested to the church or Hoopeston Com-

munity Memorial Hospital. 

Weather 

Obituaries 


