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Man brings passion for radio dispatch to Hoopeston police 

   OOPESTON     OCK     ERVICE 
Driveway & Parking Lot Grading 

Residential, Commercial, Industrial 

New Driveway Installation 

Dan Sheehan, Owner 
(217) 304-5052 

www.hoopestonrockngrading.com 
 For Tom Bookwalter, police dis-
patching isn’t just a job, it’s a passion, 
one that he’s bringing to Hoopeston - 
for the second time. 
 Bookwalter, who worked at the Ver-
milion County Communications Cen-
ter for 18 years, brings his skills to the 
Hoopeston Police Department. 
 The former Wellington resident be-
gan his new duties April 3. 
 Bookwalter’s career in front of a 
microphone goes back many years. 
After graduating from Wellington 
High School, he joined the Army, 
serving at Doveway Proving Grounds 
in Utah. He then attended Danville 
Area Community College where he 
received an associate’s degree in law enforcement. 
 While taking classes, volunteered for Milford 
Emergency Management and got his first chance to 
dispatch. He decided he liked it. Then, when he in-
terned at the Iroquois County Sheriff’s Department, 
he got more exposure dispatching under Communi-
cations Director Nita Duble. “She said I took to it 
like a baby taking a bottle,” he said. 
 In 1985, Bookwalter got his first dispatching job 
with the Hoopeston Police Department. In 1988, he 
went to Vermilion County Communications, where 
he and co-workers dispatched not only for the sher-
iff’s department but also Danville city 10 ambulance 
services and all village police and fire departments 
except Hoopeston and Rossville. 
 Approximately six years ago, Bookwalter was 
named a supervisor and while he enjoyed the chal-
lenges, the duties took him away from his first love. 
“My love, my passion is radio dispatch,” he said. 

 Although he will have some supervi-
sory duties here - he will be the 
agency coordinator for LEADS (Law 
Enforcement Data System) and will 
also provide quality control for the 
department’s Emergency  Medical 
Dispatch (EMD)  - Bookwalter will 
have more time to do the job he has 
loved for more than 20 years. 
 As LEADS coordinator, he will 
work with the other dispatchers to 
meet criteria for reporting missing 
people, license plates and vehicles. As 
EMD quality control person, Book-
walter, who is certified as an Emer-
gency Dispatch Quality Assurance 
Officer will review tapes and provide 

training to other dispatchers. “I’m not there to find 
fault,” he said. “I’m there to provide guidance and 
offer suggestions.” 
 Bookwalter is known to some as the former Hoop-
eston building inspector and compliance officer, po-
sitions he held for more than three years. 
 Besides getting the opportunity for more hands-on 
dispatching, Bookwalter had other, practical reasons 
for his job change, namely the cost of gas and the 
amount of time he spent away from home. “As you 
get older, the little things become more important,” 
the 49-year-old said. 
 Bookwalter’s hours vary among three shifts: sec-
onds, from 2 –11 p.m., the “power” shift from 6 p.m. 
to 2 a.m. and thirds, from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. Changing 
hours will not be a problem, said the former second-
shifter. “I’m finding it interesting,” he said. “I won’t 
get stale.” 
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Olympic Hardware 
516 N. Dixie Hwy.  Hoopeston 

(217) 283-5186     Open Sundays 

Snips 
 332394, 332401, 332410 
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Metalmaster 
Left Cut, Right Cut, Straight Cut 

BOOKWALTER 

Blooming with the lilys in the 

greenhouse: azaleas, cyclamen, violets, 

jonquils, tulips, hyacinths, hydrangeas, 

hibiscus, Ruella, pansies, Duronia 

Easter is a time for flowers! 

Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 
702 W. Main, Hoopeston  283-5578  Open 7 Days 

%* 

APY 

COMPARE OUR  

CD RATES. 

5.0% 
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured 

1-year, minimum deposit $5,000 
 

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY), effective 4/11/06. CDs are federally 
insured up to $100,000 (principal and accrued interest) per issuing 
institution. CDs are also federally insured up to $250,000 (principal 
and accrued interest) in qualified retirement accounts per issuing 
institution. Subject to availability and price change. Yield and market 
value may fluctuate if sold prior to maturity. CD values may decline in 
a rising interest rate environment. The amount received from the sale 
of a CD at current market value may be more than, less than or equal 
to the amount initially invested. Early withdrawal may not be permit-
ted. You pay no additional commissions, annual fees or periodic 
charges. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. The estate feature 
allows heirs to redeem the certificates of deposit upon the death of 
an owner at $1,000 per CD, subject to limitations. CDs require the 
distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs 
offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks an thrifts nation-
wide. $5,000 minimum investment per issuing institution. 

       Lance Raver 
       Investment Representative   

       209 E. Main St.  

       Hoopeston, IL 60942 

       (217) 283-6220 

       www.edwardjones.com 

EdwardJones 

       MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 



Get the Max Back 
Guaranteed. 

Maximum Refund.  
We get you everything you deserve or 

it’s FREE. 
It’s estimated Americans overpaid their taxes by a 
billion dollars. Don’t be one of them. H&R Block will 
get you the maximum refund you’re entitled to, or 
your tax preparation is free. So every dollar you’ve 
earned is where it belongs. In your pocket. 

Joyce Allen  
110 EAST MAIN 

HOOPESTON IL       (217) 283-5178 
         

 
 

If, due to H&R Block’s Error, you are entitled to a larger refund (or smaller tax 
liability) that what we calculated, we will refund your tax preparation fee for that 

return. At participating locations. Refund claims must be made during calendar year 
in which the tax return was prepared. ©2005H&R Block Services, Inc. 

NOW OPEN 
   Wash:     Car $20      Trucks/SUVs $30  
   Wash & Wax:  Cars $40    Trucks/SUVs $50 
   Shampoo:    Estimate available upon request 

Dependable Auto Collision & Detail Center 
710 W. Honeywell, Hoopeston         (217) 283-9567 

Full Body Shop Repair 
Restoration/Cosmetic Repair for rust & corrosion/Complete 

Body Repair for major accidents/Free Estimates 

HOOPESTON MEMORIALS 
1010½ E. Thompson   (217) 283-7116 

 A 28-year-old man reported at 7 p.m. Monday that he 
received a threatening phone call from a person who had 
committed a crime for which he was a witness. 
 A 26-year- old woman reported Monday that someone 
against whom she has an order of protection had called 
her home demanding to speak to her. 
 Paul A. Nowicki, 39, of 441 Jackson Blvd., Hillside, 

Dispatch continued from other side 

 He especially likes the hours of second shift. At 
Hoopeston. At Vermilion County, he got off at 11 
p.m., then had the drive back to Hoopeston. “Getting 
off at 10 p.m., you can still do things at home,” he 
said. 
 When not working, Bookwalter said he enjoys pho-
tography, a hobby that comes in handy with five 
grandchildren. He and his wife, Edye, are the grand-
parents of Grace, five, and Faith, three, daughters of 
Lucas and Lisa Burge and five-year-old Rylee, Kar-
lee, two, and Emmalee, three months, children of 
Steve and Samantha Bruens. 

 Chance of thunderstorms today. High 72. Tonight, 
partly cloudy. Low 49. Tomorrow, partly cloudy. High 
75, low 54. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

 LONGEST—Rhonda L. Longest, 43, of Milford died 
at 6:57 a.m. Saturday, April 8, 2006 at Carle Foundation 
Hospital, Urbana. Funeral services will be at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday at Knapp Funeral Home, Milford. Burial 
will be in Iroquois Memorial Park, Watseka. Visitation 
will be 10-11 a.m. Wednesday at the funeral home. Me-
morials may be made to a charity of the donor’s choice.  

Obituaries 

Classifieds 
AUCTIONS 

Antique, collectible, clean household, lawnmower, toys, marbles 
trees auction 10 a.m. May 6, Hoopeston Civic Center. For free 
consignment information or to schedule an appointment to con-
sign items, call Jon Witvoet, (217) 748-6289 or (217) 304-0442 

SERVICES 

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for 
appointment. (217) 339-2340 

WANTED: yards to mow. Experienced, dependable and reason-
able. Call (217) 283-7431 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 

1995 XLT Ford V-8. 8’ bed. 98,000 mi. Electric windows, 
doors. $3,300. Can be seen at 862 E. Orange. (217) 283-7323 

ate’s Bait 

Live Bait & Tackle 
Rt. 1 across from Park 

Easy Access Parking 

Open 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Mon.-Sat. 
Minnows, worms, shrimp, wax worms,  

bee moss, cat fish bait 

KBA Limited has  
mini warehousing  

available.  18x20 for $50/mo.   
RV & Boat storage also available.   

Call (217) 375-4226 

Come Ride  
the Bull  
Friday at 

 

9 p.m.-1 a.m. 
225 E. Main St., Hoopeston 

329 W. Main, Hoopeston   283-9090 

BUFFETS Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-8 p.m., Sat. 7 a.m.-8 p.m. 

Closed Sunday 

50¢ off  
full or half order Biscuits & Gravy 

w/coupon. Expires 4/19/06 

 

   Briefly 
Gardening program 

 Master Gardener Sara Johnson will present “Body 
Smart Gardening” at 9:45 a.m. Wednesday at the Hoop-
eston Multi Agency, 206 S. First Ave. Everyone is in-
vited. 

King, Queen of the Hill set 
 Pla-Mor Lanes and the Hoopeston Bowling Associa-
tion will host the King-Queen of the Hill on Friday, 

 An employee of Silver Brothers Inc., 105 E. Washing-
ton, reported Monday that someone damaged heavy 
equipment at McFerren Park. 
 Jennifer L. Schramm, 49, of 626 S. Fifth St. Was ar-
rested at 11:30 a.m. Monday at the police station. 
Schramm, wanted on a Vermilion County warrant for 
failure to appear, was released on $84 cash bond. 

was arrested at 10:44 p.m. Monday in the 800 block of 
South Third St. on a DuPage County warrant for failure to 
appear/aggravated assault. 
 He was taken to the Public Safety Building in Danville. 

Weather 

Police News 

April 14, starting at 6:30 p.m. Sign-up will start at 6 p.m. 
Bowling will be three games with the finals tournament 
style. Entry fee for the event is $20. 
 Those interested should contact JoAnne Gress at (217) 
283-5195 or Doug Wagoner, 283-6541. 


