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 If Phyllis Freeland forgets 
how long it is until her retire-
ment starts, all she has to do is 
look over her shoulder. 
 Freeland, who will retire Dec. 
30 after more than 22 years in 
banking, received a clock that, 
for about two months now, has 
counted down the days, hours, 
minutes and seconds left in her 
career. 
 “Isn’t it fun,” Freeland asked, 
looking at the clock in her office 
in the Hoopeston branch of 
MainSource Bank. 
 Freeland was hired at the for-
mer Citizens Federal bank 22 
and a half years ago as a part-
time teller. “I never achieved 
that position,” she said. 
 While hired as a teller, while 
she was training, the bank’s four 
supervisors left, changing Free-
land’s career plans from teller to 
supervisor. 
 During her career, Freeland has seen the bank’s name 
change to Gibson Federal, Land of Lincoln, Household 
Bank, Kankakee Federal, Capstone and now Main-
Source. 
 She’s seen other changes, too, in banking regulations 
and increased use of technology of which, she admitted, 
she is not fond. “Everything’s done with the computer,” 
she said. “I don’t need that responsibility. I need to be in 
the backyard worrying about begonias and yelling at my 
children because they’re not raising the grandkids right,” 
she said, smiling. 

Shop Computer Works for all your holiday needs. New 
and used desktops, used laptops, digital cameras, 
driving wheels, printers, CD holders, all in stock now. Or 
we can custom-build your computer for you. Kodak 
picture paper, mailing labels, Norton Antivirus 2006 also 
  in stock. Shop at Computer Works,  

303 E Main, Hoopeston or give Teresa 
a call at 217-283-9552. Wireless 

internet service also available. 
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Olympic Hardware 
516 N. Dixie Hwy.  Hoopeston 

(217) 283-5186     Open Sundays 

Charlotte Ann Russell  

Medical Center 
Your Hometown Healthcare Provider 

Committed to you and  
your family. 

Hours: 
Monday-8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday-8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Free Blood Pressure Screening 

1st Wednesday of each month 
Jan. 4, 1-5 p.m. 

217-283-5644 
801 East Orange St., Hoopeston, IL 
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Phyllis Freeland, left, stands in front of a clock counting down to her retirement as 

manager of the Hoopeston MainSource Bank branch. The clock also indicates the 

time until Donna Crose, right, fills the position. 
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 Freeland is looking forward to retirement. She talked 
of her early married days, then the years spent raising 
children. “Now we go back to being spouses again,” she 
said of her time with husband, Tony. 
 The couple would like to sell the house that was big 
enough for their large family but too large for the two of 
them. Then, Freeland said, she would like to travel to 
“off the road places. I’d like to plant an azalea and a 
hibiscus and never have to worry about them freezing.” 
 Freeland’s retirement will be celebrated with an open  

See BANKER on other side 



and outs from Freeland. She is enjoying not only her 
new job, but the chance to become more involved in 

Hoopeston. “It’s been a long time since 
I’ve had the opportunity to be so in-
volved in the community,” she said, 
adding she has already been recruited 
for the Hoopeston Chamber of Com-
merce board of directors.  
 “I feel very fortunate that I know a lot 
of our client base. I know a lot of the 
staff. They’re wonderful. If I don't 
know something, I have three people in 
a 20-foot radius who can help me.” 
 In the past few weeks, Crose said she 

has learned much from Freeland and said their beliefs 
and management styles - and those of the MainSource 
management - mesh. “It’s a very exciting time for me to 
come back.” 
 The women said the transition has been a smooth one 
and each has good words to say about the other. 
 “She’s going to be good for the bank, good with the 
customers,” Freeland said of Crose.  
 “(Freeland) deserves her retirement,” Crose said. 
“People are going to miss her. I have big shoes to fill. I 
have some huge shoes to fill.” 

KBA Limited has  
mini warehousing  

available.  18x20 for $50/mo.   
RV & Boat storage also available.   

Call (217) 375-4226 

Banker continued from other side 

house from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday at MainSource Bank, 
323 E. Main. Those who attend will not only get to say 
goodbye to Freeland, who also cele-
brates her birthday Dec. 30, but hello to 
the new branch manager, Donna Crose. 
 Crose graduated from Hoopeston East 
Lynn High School, then worked at Wel-
lington State Bank. For the past 18 
years, she has worked at First Midwest 
Bank in Danville. Starting as a teller, 
Crose served as assistant in the loan 
department, loan officer, oversaw new 
accounts, lending and for more than a 
decade, has been a manager, including 
vice president of retail lending and, most recently, cash 
manager. “Like Phyllis, I’ve worn many hats,” Crose 
said. “There hasn’t been much that I haven’t seen.” 
 Crose started at MainSource  Nov. 23, learning the ins 

 Chance of rain today. High 43. Tonight, chance of rain 
or snow. Low 31. Tomorrow, partly cloudy. High 46, 
low 30. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

Classifieds 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Hoopeston Auxiliary Police is now accepting applications. Ap-
plicants must be 21 years of age. Applications available at Hoop-
eston Police Dept., 301 W. Main, anytime. 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Rossville: 1-2 bdrs. Riverview Apartments. Completely refur-
bished, on-site washers & dryers. 1 bdr. $310/mo., $310 deposit. 
Call (217) 840-3672. 

2 BR. Available Jan. 1. $300/mo.. (217) 304-2145 

HELP WANTED 

Part time clerk needed for municipal court. No more than 20 
hours per week. Successful candidate will be available immedi-
ately.  Applications are available at Hoopeston City Hall and 
must be turned in by Dec. 28. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

SERVICES 

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for 
appointment. (217) 339-2340 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

329 W. Main, Hoopeston   283-9090 

All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast Buffet 

5-10:30 a.m. 7 days a week 
New Year’s Eve -  

All-You-Can-Eat Buffet 4-10 p.m. 
Serving beef, chicken, seafood & more 

Reservations appreciated but not necessary. 
New Year’s Day open 5-11 a.m. only 

New Year’s Eve Dinner 
Charcoal grilled Pork Chops or  

10 oz. New York Strip—$20/couple 
Call for Reservations! 

Maui Club 9-1 
Party favors & champagne at midnight! 

BJ’s Pump 
  1023 W. Main, Hoopeston (217) 283-5700 
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 Call    

         Jerry Urich, Realtor® 

       Home Team Century 21 
        (217) 304-3477 
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That is why we are offering the 
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Special Package includes: 

●Basic limited service of staff 
●Removal and embalming 
●Basic obituary in local newspaper 
●Two hour visitation day of service 
●Funeral ceremony 
●Casket coach 
●Memorial book and cards 
●Solid metal 20ga. steel casket 
●Basic sealing grave liner 
●Tent and chairs at cemetery 

Total package price $4,995 

Wolfe Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services 

Hoopeston  Rankin  Rossville  Potomac 
283-5088  397-2222  748-6555  987-6425 

Where Quality & Compassion Come Together 

Your Family’s Comfort is Our Main Concern! 

Rickie J. Cade 
Owner/Operator 

616 E. Honeywell Ave., Hoopeston, IL 

Phone: (217) 283-7762 
Cell: (217) 304-3289 
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 EGBERT - Naomi Egbert, 89, of Mesa, Ariz., 
formerly of Rossville, died at 12:20 p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 26, 2005 at Awest Haven Adult Care, Mesa. 
Arrangements were incomplete at Wolfe Funeral 
Home, Rossville. 
 HOSKINS - Kate Hoskins, 91, of Hoopeston died 
at 4:50 a.m. Friday, Dec. 23, 2005 at Hoopeston 
Community Memorial Nursing Home. Funeral ser-
vices will be at 1 p.m. Thursday at Hamilton-Orr 
Funeral Home. Burial will be in Floral Hill Ceme-
tery. Visitation will be 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Thursday at 
the funeral home. Memorials are suggested to the 
nursing home. 

Obituaries 

Weather 

 

Open House  

to commemorate  

Phyllis Freeland’s  

retirement 

9 a.m.-5 p.m.  

Friday, Dec. 30 

MainSource Bank 

323 E. Main, Hoopeston 


