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All Your Protection
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Four vying for three seats on Hoopeston Area school board

Editor’s note: This is the sec-
ond in a series on candidates in
the April 1 election. The series
covers Hoopeston and Rossville
city and school candidates.

Three incumbents and one new-
comer are running for three seats on the Hoopeston Area
School Board.

Incumbents Mike Pemberton and Steve Unger are
being challenged by Mark Wagoner. Mark Eighner,
representing the area outside the former Hoopeston
School District, is running unopposed.

Unger, 52, has served on the board for eight years. He
is a farmer, rural mail carrier and co-owner Unger’s
Jewelry. He has a BS degree from Central Missouri
£ State University.

The major issue facing the district is
finances, Unger said. “To provide for the
| | education of this community’s youth, we
' | must develop a plan which may include
cutting programs, higher taxes, joining
neighboring school districts or a combina-
tion of all of these.”

Hoopeston Area is already cutting staff

UNGER

/ Stop in or call about our \
Spring Specials
just in time for Memorial Day

- Hoopeston Memorials
' Open 9-5 Mon.-Fri.
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Tax Preparation

Electronic Filing
Fast Tax Refunds Availabl

Phone: (217) 283-6990
Fax: (217) 283-4429

sYear round tax service

Call for details
Walk-ins are also welcome

g S AP 9-noon Sat. *Payroll & Bookkeeping Service
Evenlng & Sunday hours by appointment 3072 E. Main St. *FOID, Fax & Notary Service
1010 E. Thompson, Hoopeston Hoopeston, IL 60942 ; : ;
’ *Cust d B S
\ (217) 283-7116 Home: 283-5016 pstomized Business senvices

where possible, joining Rossville
in some sports and busing students
between Hoopeston and Rossville
as savings measures, and investi-
gating a tax referendum, he said.
“The most effective way to raise
income is to increase the number of students in the dis-
trict and we believe we need to join other school districts
to secure our future.

“I believe this will be a difficult and challenging next
four years and I hope to bring experience, open thinking
and the ability to make the best decisions for education
and the taxpayers.”

Pemberton, 41, is seeking his second term on the
school board. A graduate of Illinois State University, he
is self-employed as the Hoopeston State Farm agent.

Assets Pemberton said he brings to his position in-
clude four years’ experience, during which he has
chaired the finance committee, been a member of two
contract negotiations teams and has
served as board secretary. Other assets
include management experience with
16 years associated with State Farm
and community service, which in-
cludes serving as president of the
Multi Agency board, as well as being
a member of the United Fund board
and Holy Name Men’s Society of St.
Anthony Catholic Church.

Pemberton said issues facing the district include fund-
ing and the need for unification between Hoopeston
Area and Rossville-Alvin.

“Due to the huge budget deficit Illinois faces, school
districts need to plan on receiving no additional state
dollars above current levels and, quite possibly, a cut in
See HA on other side
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Onion plants 75¢ a bunch
Vidalia, Spanish, #1015
Seed potatoes
Yukon Gold, Pontiac, Cobbler, etc.

Flowers ¥ Gifts by Molly Cullert

702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days

Looking for a bank that’s
customer friendly and on the go?
That’s us!

Gmmwﬂmqyzwmé¥
Hoopeston, lllinois 3%

Member FDIC
Your hometown bank since 1913

221 Bank St. (217) 283-7733 Rtes. 1&9 283-9723
221 E. Main, Wellington (815) 984-3130

Tacos are

back!
Thursday 3-8 p.m.

$1 beer
V.F.W.

Corner of Fourth Ave. & Orange, Hoopeston

Hoopeston

Rock Service
Rock: %" 1%, 2”. Plus landscape
rock, pea gravel, sand, road pack.
Delivery/spreading available. Hours by appointment.
Rich Stipp, owner
(217) 283-5492 (217) 304-0884
Email rstipp1949@yahoo.com




Yes, we have potatoes!
Pontiac, Cobbler, Kenebek
Onion sets: yellow, red & white
Onion plants: Vidalia, Texas 1015 &
Yellow Spanish.

ﬂ/en%of garden seeds!
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Flower Shop

1208 S. Second Ave., Hoopeston

HA continued from other side

Get Tan for Prom
Get your Tanning Lotion in
Global Fashions
Stop in, Stock Up!

Our Packettes all priced Just $2 or under!
Drama Queen, Enigma, Mango, Melon, Hemp,
Spiked Butter, Whipped Créme, Quad Action,

Black Onyx, SHO, etc.

state aid,” he said.

As for combining districts, Pemberton noted that
Hoopeston Area and Rossville-Alvin currently share
academic, vocational, fine arts and sports programs. “In
light of declining enrollment in the Hoopeston-Rossville
area, it is time to have serious discussions about how we
can unify these two successful districts, he said.”

Mark Wagoner, 44, is a graduate of the University
of Illinois Police Training Institute and owner of
Home Makers of Hoopeston, Inc., a construction
company.

Assets he will bring include “a God-given dose of

common sense and the desire to use it,” along with a
knowledge of buildings and grounds, an ability to
disagree in a respectful manner and the ability to
discern between right and wrong.
Wagoner sees several issues facing
the district, including the need to put
more emphasis on education, fi-
nances, consolidation and openness.
“We need to put more emphasis on
(education) than any other activity,”
he said. “We need to constantly be
looking at our curriculum and seeing WA GONER

where our strengths and weaknesses lie, then make the
necessary adjustments.”

While the current board says district finances are
good, Wagoner believes “the pendulum is starting to
swing the other direction” and that it would be helpful
to have a consulting firm critique the district’s system.

If elected, Wagoner would work towards consolida-
tion with Rossville-Alvin and would work toward al-
lowing easier citizen input at meetings and make agen-
das public before the meetings.

Police News

A maroon soft suede billfold was lost Friday around
Price Less, 317 S. Market. If found, it may be turned in
to the police station.

No tickets or injuries were reported in an accident at
1:05 p.m. Monday in the 1000 block of East Thompson.

Police said Victor E. Perkins of Talladega, AL, was
backing a 2002 Freightliner into a loading dock at

RE-ELECT

v
MIKE PEMBERTON

Hoopeston Area School Board
April 1, 2003

Experience: 4 years as board member
Chairman, Finance
Committee
Elected Board Officer
President, Multi Agency Board
Past President, United Fund
and Fund Drive Chair
1998 Hoopeston
Citizen of the Year

The right person at the right time
Paid for by Citizens for Mike Pemberton

Leadership:

Integrity:

Obituaries

HAYES - Iva Hayes, 103, of Hoopeston, died at 9:30
a.m. Monday, March 24, 2003 at Hoopeston Commu-
nity Memorial Hospital. Funeral services will be at 11
a.m. Thursday at Brown-Alkire Funeral Home. Burial
will be in East Lynn Cemetery, East Lynn. Visitation
will be 9:30-11 a.m. Thursday at the funeral home. Me-
morials are suggested to United Methodist Church,
Hoopeston, Country Terrace Apartments or a charity of
the donor’s choice.

Schumacher Electric when the trailer’s left door caught
on a set of iron steps, shoving the iron handrails into a
wall and door frame.

Lavonda L. Carter, 34, of 725 E. Main, was arrested
at 3 p.m. Monday at city hall. She was charged with
battery on a complaint from a 35-year-old Hoopeston
woman after an altercation Sunday in the 100 block of
North Market.

Carter was released on a notice to appear.

A blue Magna 10-speed bicycle was reported taken
Monday from the 600 block of East Orange. The bicycle
was found Tuesday.

Weather Q 3

Mostly sunny today. High 62. Tonight, mostly clear. Low
45. Tomorrow, partly sunny. High 75, low 52.

For current weather conditions, call the Hoopeston
Weather Line at (217) 283-6221.

BIGGER
location!

215 E. Main
downtown Hoopeston
Hours: Wed. & Thurs. 10-3
Fri. 10-6  Sat. 10-2
Over 250 sq. ft. of clothing, crafts,
candles & home décor/

Karaoke Contest
9 p.m.-1 am. Friday
No Cover Charge!
Prizes: $100, $50, $25
BJ’s Pump ﬂ
Bar & Package Liquor Store
1023 W. Main, Hoopeston (217) 283-5700

Classifieds

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Having out of town visitors? We have two brand new 1 bedroom
furnished apartments available by the night or by the week. TV,
phone, utilities included. (217) 283-7996.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

2 bedroom, 1 bath in Hoopeston. Appliances furnished. $400/
mo., $400 security deposit. Available immediately. Call (815)
432-6081

AUCTIONS

Thinking of having an auction?
Go to www.jonwitvoetauctioneer.com or call (217) 748-6289!

HOMES FOR SALE

Hoopeston: 615 S. 4th St. 2 story, 3 bedroom 1.5 bath, new cen-
tral air, new furnace, new roof, new guttering, multiple new
windows. Many inside improvements throughout. Close to
schools. $62,000. Call (217) 283-5692

HOUSES FOR RENT

3 bedroom w/garage. $350/mo., $350 deposit. References re-
quired. 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath, garage. $350/mo., $350 deposit.
References required. (217) 283-5093

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Yamaha golf cart. Excellent condition. Electric, new battery.
With charger, canopy top. (217) 649-5061 or (217) 283-7744

PETS
Free to good home: 3-year-old blue heeler. Call (217) 304-3988.
SERVICES

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for
appointment. (217) 339-2340.




