
City phone tax finds way to some rural residents’ cell bills 
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        Milford now. I have qualified buyers! 
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 In 1773, Colonial Americans heaved 
chests of tea into Boston Harbor rather 
than pay a tea tax when they had no 
representation in the British Parliament. 
“No taxation without representation” 
was the battle cry. 
 Two hundred thirty years later, some local residents 
are resurrecting the cry. 
 Some rural residents are angry that a city-imposed 
telecommunications tax has been added to their cellular 
phone bills. 
 The Hoopeston City Council approved the six percent 
Simplified Municipal Telecommunications Tax last 
June. It has taken since then for the tax to appear on 
some cell phone bills. 
 Carolyn Eyrich-Mastin, who has a physical address 
outside the city but receives her mail at a Hoopeston 
Post Office box,  was charged an additional $2.10 on her 
Cellular One bill because of the tax. 
 Cellular One representatives said Eyrich-Mastin 
should address her concern to Hoopeston Mayor 
Chalmers Flint, so she is doing just that. She has asked 
to address the issue at Tuesday’s city council meeting. 
 “I don’t live in the city of Hoopeston,” Eyrich-Mastin 
said. “If I don’t live in Hoopeston, I shouldn’t have to 
pay city taxes and I think they should rebate it. I don’t 
get to vote in your elections. It’s taxation without repre-
sentation.” 
 Eyrich-Mastin said she has examined her cell phone 
bill since the tax was imposed, and was not surprised to 
see the tax. For others, the additional charge was a sur-
prise. 
 Amy Davis, who lives near the Prairie Green Church 
of Christ in Iroquois County, found a double whammy 
on her January bill from Nextel. Not only was she 
charged the city tax, but since getting her phone in Sep-
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tember, she was also charged a five 
percent Vermilion County tax. Davis 
said all the taxes, including a two per-
cent state tax, were lumped together 
this month under the heading of “city 
excise tax.” “I was just fuming that I 

was charged city taxes,” she said. 
 Like Cellular One, Nextel was not sympathetic to 
Davis. “They informed me that it was on my bill and I 
had to pay it,” she said. 
 Nextel wanted proof that Davis did not live in Hoop-
eston and did live in Iroquois County. Hoopeston ad-
ministrative assistant Loni Garman was to send a letter 
to the company but Iroquois County officials told Davis 
to send a copy of her tax bill to Nextel. “I was the one 
that had to provide the proof that I was not in the city,” 
she said. 
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Count down Valentine’s Day 

10 days ~ 
Stop in at the store of choices 
Flowers, balloons, plants, angels, 

cupids, bird feeder, mugs, fragrance 

Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 
702 W. Main, Hoopeston  283-5578  Open 7 Days 

A Sweetheart of an  

Anniversary Sale! 

24K Roses 
Some dipped in gold, others 

lacquered & trimmed in gold 

 Ungers Jewelry 
314 E. Main St., Hoopeston 

Wellington woman injured 
 WELLINGTON—A local woman was injured in a 
one-vehicle accident early Sunday morning. 
 Jamie Warner, 23, of Wellington was hospitalized at 
Carle Foundation Hospital, Urbana, where she was 
listed in fair condition Monday afternoon. 
 Warner was injured after she lost control of her 2000 
Chevrolet pickup truck on Iroquois County Road 100 N, 
west of Bryce, according to the Iroquois County Sher-
iff’s Department. 
 According to a press release, Warner lost control on 
the icy road and slid into a drainage ditch, which caused 
the truck to roll two and a half times, resting on its roof. 
 The Milford Fire Department and Emergency Medical 
Services responded to the accident, extricating Warner 
and taking her to Iroquois Memorial Hospital, Watseka, 
before she was transferred to Carle. 

“I was just fuming that I  

was charged city taxes.” 

Amy Davis 

rural Hoopeston 



Registration, voting aids available to elderly, handicapped 

 Windy today. High 28. Tonight, mostly clear. Low 8. 
Tomorrow, partly sunny. High 25, low 10. 
 For current weather conditions, call the Hoopeston 

Weather Line at (217) 283-6221. 

2.  Lane Breakers        28      20 
3.  Bomb Squad           24      24 
4.  Team Discovery Channel   22.5     25.5 
5.  Blazing Pinheads       21.5     26.5 
6.  Kayne            12      36 
 High Team Handicap Game: The 4 Hotties 852, Lane 
Breakers 844, Bomb Squad 830; High Team Handicap 

Series: Team Discovery Channel 2,369, The 4 Hotties 
2,343, Bomb Squad 2,338; High Boys Scratch Game: 
Ronnie Cappellano 215, Anthony Cappellano 206, Zach 
McKenzie 191; High Boys Scratch Series: Zach 
McKenzie 562, Anthony Cappellano 559, Curtis Warner 
489; High Girls Scratch Game: Michelle Garner 182, 
Holly Howell 124, Brittney Rowe 116; High Girls 

Scratch Series: Michelle Garner 437, Holly Howell 308, 
Erin Hoskins 299.  

Illiana-Farmers League 
Standings 1/29/03 

1.  Corrflex              54     22 
2.  Hoopeston Awards        50     26 
3.  FHHGG             48.5    27.5 
4.  Pla-Mor Lanes          42     34 

Tuesday is Senior Citizens Day 

            $2 OFF 

             Quicklube Plus 
         •Lube, oil & Filter 

       •Top off Fluids 
              •10-pt. maintenance check 

             Call 283-6688 
   HOOPESTON    *Not valid with other offers 

Junior YABA 
Standings 1/25/03 

1.  Wild Ones          28      20 
3.  The Gutter Gals       28      20 
2.  World Wild Strikers     27      21 
4.  Champion 4         26.5     21.5 
5.  RVs             24.5     23.5 
6.  Lord of the Pins       22      26 
7.  Ultimate Bowlers       19      29 
8.  Ball & Chain          17      31 
High Team Handicap Game: Wild Ones 858, The Gutter 
Gals 833, RVs 831; High Team Handicap Series: Wild 
Ones 2,490, World Wild Strikers 2,385, RVs 2,368; High 

Boys Scratch Game: Josh Birch 173, Dane Nicholls 145, 
Jordan Tate 131; High Boys Scratch Series: Josh Birch 
486, Dane Nicholls 359, Wesley Rush 354; High Girls 

Scratch Game: Kalyn Sanford 154, Maggie Shankland 
128, Alina Burk 117; High Girls Scratch Series: Kalyn 
Sanford 390, Maggie Shankland 356, Alina Burk 319.  

Senior YABA 
Standings 1/25/03 

1.  The 4 Hotties         36      12 

Weather 

Classifieds 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

AUCTIONS 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thinking of having an auction?  
Go to www.jonwitvoetauctioneer.com or call (217) 748-6289! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HELP WANTED 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Part time bartender/waitress needed, 3-10 p.m.. Apply in person 
at Hoopeston American Legion, 502 E. Penn. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Kitchen help during Bingo at Hoopeston American Legion. 
5:30-8:30 p.m. Thursdays. Great opportunity for high school 
students. Apply in person at 502 E. Penn. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 HOUSES FOR RENT 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Available immediately: 2 bedroom house across from park. 
References, deposit. 304-3477 after 5 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SERVICES 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SNOW REMOVAL (no job too big or too small) Small drives 
$10; large drives min. $20; parking lots or business min. $35 or 
call Tim for quote (217) 283-5285 (Fence-It-In)                   21-34 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1992 S-10 Blazer 4x4. $2,700. (217) 497-5834.                   24-44 

5.  Ravens               36.5    39.5 
6.  Bacca                29.5    46.5 
7.  High Five              28.5    47.5 
8.  Bye               15     61 

High Series: Brandon Hamilton 671, Kenny McVicker 
647, Rich Cappellano 635; High Game: Dave Yaden 267, 
Brandon Hamilton 259, George Fix 248. 

Hall of Shame: Dave Yaden 110.  

       Are you trying to reach     

         Milford customers  

       for your business? 

Reach them with  

Just the Facts - 
Reaching Milford readers 

every Monday through Friday! 

Bowling Scores Cell continued from other side 

 Despite having signed a subscriber agreement stating 
she lives in Iroquois County, Davis said Nextel was will-
ing to go back only two months on the taxes, a response 
she is not happy with. “I expect credit,” she said. 
 As of Monday afternoon, Hoopeston officials had only 
received three complaints, including Eyrich-Mastin and 
Davis, Garman said. 
 Garman said she suggested to Flint that the city compile 
a list of names, phone numbers and addresses of rural 
residents who have been charged the tax so they can con-
tact cell phone companies and have the residents removed 
from the list. 
 At least one rural resident who found the tax had it re-
moved already, without help from the city and without 
much trouble from the service provider.  
 Chuck Pajor said he found the tax on his bill and called 
Verizon Wireless. “It took a couple days but I got it off the 
bill,” he said. “They were very helpful.” 
 Like the others, Pajor felt it was unfair for him to pay the 
tax when he does not live in the city. 
 The Hoopeston City Council will meet at 7 p.m. Tues-
day at city hall. 

 Vermilion County residents who, due to a disability, 
are unable to appear in person to register to vote may 
contact the County Clerk’s Voter Registration Depart-
ment at (217) 431-2611 for assistance. 
 The department can arrange for a bipartisan team of 
deputy registrars to provide in-home registration ser-
vices, said county clerk Lynn Foster. 
 The last day for county residents outside Danville to 
register to vote before the April 1 consolidated election 
is Tuesday, March 4. 
 Additionally, Illinois law provides for absentee voting 
for those who are disabled or incapacitated. Those who 
wish to vote absentee by mail should request an applica-
tion from the county clerk’s office as soon as possible 
after Thursday, Feb. 20. The voter must mail the com-
pleted application back in order to have a ballot send by 
mail. The last day on which an absentee ballot may be 
mailed to a voter is Thursday, March 27. 
 Voters who are permanently disabled may request an 
application for a special identification card which will 
enable them to automatically receive absentee ballot 
applications for every election for five years. The card is 

also renewable. “This card is very convenient for our 
permanently disabled voters,” Foster said. “We have had 
great success with this program. 
 For further information on absentee voting, please call 
(217) 431-2614. 
 Voting aids and assistance in marking the ballot are 
provided in all Vermilion County polling places for all 
elections, Foster said. 

New Books at the Library  

Large Print: 

Anywhere by Here by Mona Simpson 
The House on Hope Street by Danielle Steel 
Tarnished Gold by V.C. Andrews 
Outfoxed by Rita Mae Brown 


