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Big Bank Mergers 4 - Customers O
Tired of always being traded? Switch to Community Bank, the home team.

o
Community QSanké};
Hoopeston, 1llinois >

Your hometown bank since 1913
221 Bank St. (217) 283-7733Rts. 1&9 283-9723
221 E. Main, Wellington (815) 984-3130

Rossville Village Board gives green light to new fire station

ROSSVILLE—The Rossville Village Board on Mon-
day removed hurdles blocking the building of a new fire
station on the north side of the village.

In unanimous votes, trustees approved rescinding a

two-year-old vote made by the previous board that re-
fused to amend ordinances to allow a special use permit
to build a fire station in a residential district and then

See STATION on other side

AMERICAN FAMILY
BETH A. FARRELL EYRICH, Agent
711 North Gilbert West Suite

DANVILLE IL 61832

OFFICE: 217-442-8120 -
FAX: 217-431-8053

EMAIL: bfarrell@amfam.com

24-Hour Claims Reporting: 800-374-1111

Sharon D. Dixon
Investment Executive

Forgotten paperwork nearly
raises Hoopeston property taxes

A forgotten tax abatement nearly cost Hoopeston resi-
dents more in property taxes.
The $300,000 abatement on water/sewer bonds, was

New officer joins police force

Adam Watson of
Hoopeston joined the
Hoopeston  Police
Department Monday
as a new patrolman.
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approved at Tuesday’s Hoopeston City Council meet-
ing.

The abatement, which has been granted annually for
20 years, was forgotten when the bonds were refinanced
last fall, said Alderman Bill Goodwine, finance commit-
tee chairman. The missing paperwork was noted by an
employee of the county’s data processing department
who was preparing tax bills, he said.

“I have no one to blame but myself,” Goodwine said,
adding he has added the abatement to a special file of
yearly financial matters he brings to the council.

The near miss would have cost taxpayers approxi-
mately .01 percent more on their tax bills.

The unlevied tax is in place as insurance for bondhold-
ers but principal and interest payments are budgeted and
paid from water/sewer revenues.

In other action, the council:

* approved a five-year contract with ERH Enterprises to
manage the sewer plant at a cost of $252,00 per year,
saving the city more than $8,600 annually in labor costs.
ERH officials plan to hire a local person or transfer an
employee to Hoopeston in the next six months.

* learned the swimming pool will open Memorial Day,
weather permitting. The day will be a free swim day and
passes will be discounted 20 percent.

Watson will spend
time on all three shifts
this week before
working the depart-
ment’s “power shift” |§
from 7 p.m. to 3 a.m.

The  24-year-old
learned of the open-
ing, caused when Sgt. |}
Joe Gaffney retired,
from Officer Chad
Smith and decided to apply. “I’ve always wanted to do
this,” he said. “It’s just something I’ve always liked.”

He will attending the Police Training Institute at the
University of Illinois starting June 17.

Watson is a 1997 graduate of Rossville-Alvin High
School. After graduation, he worked at Wabash in La-
fayette before moving to Kentucky. Most recently he
was employed with Eric Houmes Construction.

The newest officer plans to spend a long time with the
department. Announcing his hiring at this month’s
Neighborhood Watch meeting, Chief Mark Drollinger
said Watson told the police commission he plans to be
with the department long enough to become chief.

WATSON

207 East Main Street * Hoopeston * lllinois 60942

North Fork Conservation Club

Friday 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
At the club

Fish, chicken, shrimp & clam dinners
plus 2 sides $5.50

Don’t be left out! QJ'\'K-’*
List your organization’s information ong’ )
The most widely-read
on-line source for //J? &
Hoopeston happenings!

hoopeston.org
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Silks for the Cemetery
All hand-glued and made here.
Choose from many or pick your own
flowers for a custom design.

Flowers X Gifts by Molly Cullert

702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days

CHINA WOK

~NEW OWNERS~
Offering daily All-You-Can-Eat Buffet

Lunch -~ Dinner

(11am.-2p.m.) v (5-8 p.m.)

$4.59 $5.99

Open 7 days a week! Carry outs available
(217) 283-5888 113 E. Main, Hoopeston

For your Graduate T
Euro Pen and

etter Opener sets
Graduation gifts& cards

Unger’s Jewelry
314 E. Main St., Hoopeston

Just the Facts
will be closed
Monday, May 27 in
observance of
Memorial Day.
Publication will
resume Tuesday
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DACC to offer ‘College for Kids’ program in Hoopeston

For the first time, Danville Area Community Col-
lege will offer its College for Kids program in Hoop-
eston. The program is designed for students who
have successfully completed the third, fourth, fifth,
sixth or seventh grade.

The following classes will begin in Hoopeston July
8:

Creative writing (grades 3-4) Wednesday and Fri-
day, July 10-19, 9-10:30 a.m.

Creative writing (grades 5-7) Wednesday and Fri-
day, July 10-19, 10:30 a.m.-noon.

Exploring theater Tuesday and Thursday, July 9-11
(10 a.m.-noon).

S;aatian . 1f 1 id

The Yester Years, Monday through Thursday, July
8-11, 9 a.m.-noon.

An Obedient Dog is Part of the Family (Part 1) -
Monday, Thursday and Friday, July 8-26, noon-1:15
p.m.

Hyperstudio, Monday through Thursday, July 15-
18, 8:30-11:30 a.m.

The cost of each program varies from $3-=$45 per
session. Full payment is due one week prior to the
start date.

For more information or to receive a free brochure,
call (217) 443-8778. To register for a class, call
(217) 443-8800.

Police News

Lonnie L. Cornell, 45, of 510 W. Washington, was
arrested following an incident 3:52 p.m. Monday in the
400 block of West Lincoln.

Cornell turned himself in at 6:10 p.m. and was charged
with violating an order of protection and aggravated stalk-
ing on a complaint from a 39-year-old Hoopeston woman
who reported he entered her home and argued with her.

He was taken to the Public Safety Building in Danville.

amended the ordinance.

The final hurdle, a suit filed by the Rossville Fire Dis-
trict to force the board to allow the station to be built in a
residential-zoned area, was also dropped.

“It’s time to put this thing to bed,” Mayor Terry Prilla-
man said before the vote. “It’s been a long time com-
ing.”

“Finally!,” said Fire Chief Lloyd Smith after the meet-
ing.

The issue of a new fire station has been burning since
January 1999, Smith said. The proposed location, farm
land on the northern village border, drew criticism from
some residents of the area who were concerned about
traffic hazards and whether the new station would blend
in with surrounding homes.

Resident Ed Perkins, who lives just south of the pro-
posed site, hired an attorney to block the project. Perkins
has since sold his home and dropped his objections.

With the ordinance changed, the fire district is free to
purchase the land and hire an architect to complete a
design, said fireman Randy Lusk, chairman of the fire
district building committee.

Although stumbling blocks have been removed, the
fire district must still come before the village board to
receive approval on final plans, which must meet other
criteria for a residential area. “They can’t just put up a
pole barn,” Prillaman said.

Smith was not sure when the district would have plans
to submit to the board.

Whenever that is, the project is expected to cost the
district more than it had originally intended to spend.
Costs have risen since 1999. Also, Prillaman said, the
fire district had planned to apply for grants to help with
construction costs. Cutbacks at the state level make find-
ing such a grant less likely, he said.

In unrelated action, trustees:

* approved a $14,560 bid from Birkey’s for a new
mower. Trustee Richard Birkey abstained.

* are expected to have police begin issuing citations for
illegal burning, residents who mow grass into the street
and gutters and tall weed violations.

» approved Community Bank of Hoopeston as a deposi-
tory for village funds, along with the Bank of Rossville.

* approved allowing Vermilion Waste to have license to
haul waste in the village.

* approved a $100 donation to Rossville-Alvin High
School Beta Club to be used towards expenses of attend-
ing a national convention in Orlando, Fla.

* decided to send a letter of intent to withdraw from the
Missouri Gas Commission. Officials plan to join another
group that offers better prices.
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Weather
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Mostly sunny today. High 69. Tonight partly cloudy.
Low 53. Tomorrow, partly cloudy. High 77, low 55.

For current weather conditions, call the Hoopeston
Weather Line at (217) 283-6221.

Classifieds

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Having out of town visitors? We have two brand new 1 bedroom
furnished apartments available by the night or by the week. TV,
phone, utilities included. (217) 283-7996.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

For Rent: nice 2 bedroom house w/garage. Available June 1.
Must have references. $400/mo. plus deposit. (217) 283-6025.
141-209

Efficiency apartment. Stove, refrigerator furnished. No pets. 1st
mo. rent plus deposit. (217) 283-9534. 142-210

HELP WANTED

Wagner Communications is a 24 Hour Telemessaging/
Customer Service Center. Taking applications for all shifts.
Must type 45 wpm. A typing test will be given. Good
phone voice and customer services skills required. Call Liz
at 446-7243 to arrange a time for typing test and application.

RUMMAGE SALES

910 W. Main, Hoopeston. Friday, May 24. Lots of Christmas,
crafts, sewing and floral supplies.

SERVICES

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for
appointment. (217) 339-2340.

All Types Rooter Service. Rod any Drain, $50.
90-day guarantee. 20 years’ experience. (815) 889-0108.

VEHICLES FOR SALE

1989 Honda Shadow 1100. 17,000 original miles. $5,000 OBO.
(217) 417-3364.

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad.




