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 Hoopeston Regional Health Center hopes city officials 
can pump new blood into the financially ailing ambu-
lance service. 
 Health center CEO Frank Caruso reviewed the ambu-
lance service budget from Oct. 1, the beginning of the 
hospital’s fiscal year, at Monday’s Hoopeston City 
Council meeting. 
 The health center took over ambulance operations in 
August 2000. 
 The service generated $152,000 in gross revenue for 
the five-month period, but netted $88,200Caruso said. 
Deducted from the gross total were things such as Medi-
care and Medicaid write-offs, supplies, maintenance and 
approximately $100,000 in salaries needed to maintain 
an advanced life support ambulance service. Expenses 
totaled $119,000 for the same period, leaving the service 
about $31,000 in the red, or about $6,000 per month. 

 Since October, the service has been awarded two 
grants: one to cover basic level training and the other, 
from Southern Illinois University, for a new ambulance. 
The grants will exceed the net loss by more than 
$11,000 but Caruso said the grants are one-time awards 
that will probably not be received again. 
 While the health center will continue to apply for 
grants, Caruso hopes to find additional revenue from the 
city through such things as stipends, consulting fees, 
looking at shifting some money from the ambulance 
replacement fund to operating costs or raising the ambu-
lance tax levy to the maximum amount. 
 The city had run the service at a deficit for some time 
before the health center took over operations. That defi-
cit was attributed to lack of collections and billings, 
Caruso said. Those areas have been improved but costs 
have increased, especially for salaries from what was 
previously a volunteer service. “The volunteer service of 
20 years ago is gone,” he said. 
 Also, when city officials looked at outside providers to 
run the ambulance service, they were willing to pay 
$3,000 to $5,000 per month to another provider, which 
they are unwilling to do for the health center, Caruso  
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 Grant 1     Hoopeston Fire Station 
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 Grant 3     Masonic Temple, 206 W. Orange 
 Grant 4     St. Anthony Parish Hall, 313 E. Lincoln 
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 Cloudy, chance of showers today. High 55. Tonight, 
chance of light rain. Low 40. Tomorrow, chance of 
morning rain. High 47, low 35. 
 For current weather conditions, call the Hoopeston 

Weather Line at (217) 283-6221. 

Weather 
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said. 
 Cost shifting part of ambulance personnel salaries to 
other areas of the health center’s operations is planned. 
“However, it’s unlikely we’re going to be able to cost-
shift $75,000,” Caruso said. 
 Although the ambulance service is running in the red - 
and the hospital is facing state funding cuts in other ar-
eas - Caruso said the health center plans to continue 
operating the service. “Our mission is to serve the needs 
of the community,” he said. “We don’t want to dump it 
back on the city because (city officials) have concerns 
about running it as a volunteer service.” 
 Caruso said after the meeting that he plans to meet 
with the ambulance committee to review options. 

 COX - Arlie B. “Bud” Cox, 73, of Hoopeston, died at 
1:08 p.m. Saturday, March 16, 2002 at Vermilion 
Manor Nursing Home, Tilton. Funeral services will be 
at 1 p.m. Wednesday at Hamilton-Orr Funeral Home. 
Burial will be in Floral Hill Cemetery. Visitation will be 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. Wednesday at the funeral home. Memo-
rials may be made to a charity of the donor’s choice. 
 DROLLINGER - Allena Drollinger, 96, of Hoopes-
ton, died at noon Saturday, March 16. 2002 at Hoopes-
ton Community Memorial Hospital. Graveside services 
will be at 11 a.m. Tuesday at Floral Hill Cemetery. Visi-
tation will be 10-10:45 a.m. Tuesday at Brown-Alkire 
Funeral Home. Memorials are suggested to the Hoopes-
ton Public Library, 110 N. Fourth St., Hoopeston, IL 
60942. 

Classifieds 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Visit Brianna’s Baby Shop on E-bay, seller netitnow. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Brand new 1 bedroom apartments for rent. Utilities furnished. 
$350/mo w/o washer & dryer, $375/mo. with washer & dryer. 
(217) 283-7996. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHILD CARE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mother of 2 will baby sit in my home, any age, any shift. Call 
(217) 283-5622, ask for Susie. Competitive rates. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HELP WANTED 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Full time employment position opportunity. Farming and/or 
custom application experience preferred; will require custom 
spray license and CDL driver’s license; excellent pay wages and 
benefits. Contact Hoopeston Fertilizer 217-283-5183.      50-77 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Kankakee Federal Savings Bank has an immediate opening for a 
part time teller in our Hoopeston Office. We are looking for 
customer oriented individuals who want to excel. Candidate 
needs to be friendly and possess strong interpersonal communi-
cations skills. Previous banking experience helpful but not nec-
essary. Bilingual skills are a definite plus. The first month would 
be full-time hours with a part time schedule after the first month. 
Kankakee Federal Savings Bank offers excellent pay and bene-
fits. Apply in person at any Kankakee Federal Savings Bank. An 
Equal Opportunity Employer m/f/h/v. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Modems? Last chance this week to purchase used modems from 
the library. Call (217) 283-6711.               74-78 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SERVICES 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Will do private sitting, any shift. Call (217) 283-7167. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1989 Honda Shadow 1100. 17,000 original miles. $5,000 OBO. 
(217) 283-4132. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1989 Rascal electric scooter. New charger. Runs good. Asking 
$500. (217) 283-7212.                    73-79 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad. 
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Neal Tire 
214 E. Penn    
  283-5571 

Weber Drugs 

221-223 E. Main 
283-5136 

Your business 

could  

be here! 

Flowers & Gifts by 

Molly Culbert 

702 W. Main      283-5578 

Ted’s  

Home Beverage 

101 W. Main      283-7213 

Pizza King 
111 E. Main   

283-5911 

Schuler’s 
Flower Shop &  
Garden Center 

S. Second Ave.    283-6681 

Community  

Bank 
221 S. Bank          283-7733 
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 47. Hoofed animal 
 

Down 
 1. Prominent 
 2. Watching closely 
 3. Invites 
 4. ___ dance 
 5. View 
 6. Poker pair 
 7. Not up to snuff 
 8. Scale tone 
 9. See 5-Down 
 10. Costly fur 
 11. Tangled 
 12. Pasture sounds 
 17. Talon 
 18. Roomy 
 20. Hiker's item 
 21. Acclaim 
 23. Rummage 
 24. Manger 
 26. Croquet wicket 
 27. Kids' resort 
 28. Wreck 
 30. Awkwardly big 

 18. What person? 
 19. Journey stage 
 20. Depressed 
 21. 'Smash' songs 
 22. Alphabet letter 
 23. Hockey score 
 24. Bounder 
 25. Coverlet 
 27. Wails 
 29. In full bloom 
 30. Arrestee's concern 
 31. Westward ___! 
 33. Messy person 
 35. Unintelligent 
 36. Miss Carroll 
 37. Aware, old style slang 
 38. Assist 
 39. Trail 
 40. Pronoun 
 41. Playing card 
 42. Product of haste 
 43. Reserve for future use: 
2 words 
 45. Change 
 46. A Lee 

Name:_____________________________ 

Phone:____________________________ 

Drop-off Point:_____________________ 

 32. Else 
 33. QE II, for one 
 34. Slackening 
 35. Deterioration 
 36. Hit: slang 

 38. Dove's opposite 
 39. Ashen 
 41. Month: abbr.  
 42. Soft mass 
 44. See 8-Down 
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         Win a $50  
         shopping 

        spree 

       Complete the puzzle and 
include your name, address and 
name of the business where you drop 
the completed puzzle off.  

 At the end of the month, one correct 
entry will be selected from each of the 
sponsors. One will be chosen to win $50 to 
spend at the business where the puzzle was 
selected. 

Sponsored by: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your business can participate in the contest 
that makes you and your customers winners! 

Call (217) 283-9348 for details. 

Across 
 1. Membership 
 5. Mizzen, et al. 
 10. Authority: hyph. word 
 11. Kudos 

 13. Equally 
 14. Test by touch 
 15. Travel 
 16. Storage boxes 
 17. Oppositions 


