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    ROSSVILLE—A special project benefiting the Ross-
ville Park District has a way for people to display their 
roots in the community. 
    The park district has established a heritage tree and 
shrub project to plant memorial trees and shrubs in 
Christman Park, said Tom Mills, a member of the Me-
morial Tree Committee. 
    The project will serve a two-fold project. First, it will 
raise money for the park district. Second, it will help 
replenish trees in Christman Park. “There have only 
been two or three trees planted in the last 50 years so the 
vast majority are mature trees,” Mills said. “One of these 
days we’re going to start losing them and we need to 
start a replacement program.” 
    A person may honor an individual or entire family 
with a donation to the program, which is a living memo-
rial to those now living or deceased. 
    A six foot tree costs $75 and a shrub is $30. Donors 
may choose from among seedless ash, red maple, red 
but and flowering crab apple. Next year, four different 
varieties will be offered, Mills said. 

Global    Fashions 

Your one-stop shop 
All summer resale  

1/2 price 

New summer 30% off & more! 
305 E. Main, Hoopeston 
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Service,  
Quality &  
Fair Value 

Don’t be left out! 
List your organization’s information on 

The most widely-read  

on-line source for  

Hoopeston happenings! 

hoopeston.org 
Email: additions@hoopeston.org 

Mail to P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston, IL 60942 

This is where it gets good! 
Start freshening up for the festival.  
Super autumn harvest ribbons 

Less 10% with this coupon 
Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 

702 W. Main, Hoopeston  283-5578  Open 7 Days 

Winning tomatoes 
Winners the annual tomato contest at 

Flowers and Gifts by Molly Culbert are 

displayed at the store. This year’s win-

ners included Art Compton and Cheryl 

Beebe, tied for best of show; Tom Lane, 

biggest by measure; Jim Hofbauer, big-

gest by weight; Evelyn Dain, big perfect; 

Sapochetti family, most perfect; Tom 

Gress, best yellow and Jake Sprague, 

most unusual. 

We do 

Lawn mower  

& tiller repair 

Olympic Hardware 
516 N. Dixie Hwy.  Hoopeston 

(217) 283-5186 Park district program lets people sink roots into Rossville 

Drop your kids off  at school and head to 

Brianna’s Baby Shop 
Only open Tuesday & Wednesday this week. 

70% off kids summer,  

Boyd’s Bears & Avon 

20% off everything else in the shop. 

Kids going off 

to college? 
They can keep in 

touch with local news for FREE at 

www.justthefacts.tm 

   Trees will be professionally planted each March and 
survival is guaranteed. 
   Donors will receive a card acknowledging the gift and 
the family will also be notified. Each memorial tree will 
be tagged with the individual or family name and will be 
listed along with the date and number. A map will be 
posted to show the location and species of the trees. 
   The five-member committee is currently deciding 
where trees will be placed. Mills said trees will probably 
be placed along the road and in two or three areas in the 
border between the park and cemetery. Additionally, a 
picnic pavilion is planned and the committee will land-
scape it, along with a garden at the park entrance, Mills 
said. 
   The park has room for about 100 trees. So far, 18 to 20 
trees and shrubs have been purchased through the Me-
morial Tree program. “The response has been marvel-
ous,” Mills said. “We have over $1,400 in the bank 
which means that yes, we are going to plant trees this 
spring.” 

See ROOTS on other side 



   In order to boost the scores of those below grade level, 
local teachers will implement the new system, which 
stresses phonics among other things. Phonics, in which 
students learn letter sounds and learn to sound out 
words, has not always been taught, Sheppard said. 
“Many teachers didn’t learn phonics in school and had 
to learn that to teach it,” she said. 
   Sheppard outlined various ways of teaching reading 
used from the 60s to the present. “Now we’ve kind of 
come all the way around,” she said. 
   Some phonics study was already being done locally. 
“We do all these things,” Sheppard said. “This is just a 
new framework.” 

Weather 

Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital 

Aug. 16 

   Nothing to report . 
Aug. 17 

   Admitted: William Moyer, Robert Chesnut, Hoop-
eston. 
   Discharged: none. 

Aug. 18 

   Nothing to report. 
Aug. 19 

   Admitted: Harriet Danner, Hoopeston. 
   Discharged: none. 

In the Hospital 

   Partly cloudy, chance of isolated thunderstorms today, 
tonight and tomorrow. Highs near 83, lows near 67. 
   For current weather conditions, call the Hoopeston 

Weather Line at (217) 283-6221. 

Classifieds 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HELP WANTED 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Schumacher Electric Corporation is seeking full time, first shift 
assembly workers for our Hoopeston facility. Job applications 
may be obtained at 1025 E. Thompson Avenue between 8 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LOST & FOUND 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lost: white mixed terrier with long legs. Has green Iroquois 
County tag and dark brown or blue collar. Answers to 
“Boomer.” Last seen Thursday night at Honeywell Apts. 
Reward. Call (217) 283-4223. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

RUMMAGE SALES 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DeWitt’s moving sale. 846 E. Maple, Hoopeston. Aug. 24, 9-?, 
Aug. 25, 8-12. Lots of clean household, glassware, 
miscellaneous, denim clothes, craft supplies, printed fabric 
Christmas panels, computer desk. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dodge pickup truck. 1987. Best $3,500 truck you will ever buy. 
Jim Crouch. (217) 283-6931. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2000 Jeep Grand Cherokee, Laredo, 4x4, 4L I-6, Leather, 
Loaded. Mint Condition. $22,000. For more information call 
217-474-4237, Pictures and more details on web: www.eyrich.
net/jeep. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad. 

1st annual Crown Ford-Mercury 
TAILGATE PARTY!!!! 

FREE Hot dogs, Brats & Coke!! 

Aug. 24th from 5:30-7 
Behind the High School 

Wear your Cornjerker Gear!! 
1st, 2nd, 3rd place prizes for most 

spirited individual 

     Get your 

vehicle 

ready to 

go back 

to school! 
We’ll get your car  

road ready by checking 

     ires         xhaust 

     rakes      attery 

     hocks & struts 

ir conditioning 

il Change 

214 E. Penn, Hoopeston 
(217) 283-5571 

Open 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 
8 a.m.-noon Sat. 

Roots continued from other side 

    Those wishing to purchase a memorial tree or shrub 
may send checks to the Rossville Park District. All do-
nations are tax deductible. 
    For more information on the program or to make a 
donation, call any committee member, including Mills at 
(217) 748-6040; Phyllis Bell, 748-6486; Frank Morse, 
748-6019; Gene Vandervort, 748-6886; or Mike Ver-
Beke, 748-6255. 

    A 19-year-old Rossville woman reported Sunday that 
someone took an undisclosed amount of money from a 
wallet. The theft occurred in the 300 block of West 
Penn. 
    A boy’s silver dirt bike was found Monday at Sixth St. 

and McCracken. The owner may identify and claim it at 
the police station. 
   A 21-year-old Hoopeston man reported Monday that 
someone entered his unlocked vehicle and took a CD 
player with remote, a pair of woofers, an amplifier and 

two CD cases containing approximately 30 CDs. 
   The burglary occurred at Parkview Court. 

Police News 

Phonics makes comeback as tool in teaching children to read 
    What’s old is new again. 
    Phonics, once considered the best way to teach stu-
dents to read, is being stressed again under a new pro-
gram to be used in Hoopeston Area grade schools this 
year. 
    The Four Block Program, which combines guided 
reading, self-selected reading, writing and working 
with words, was detailed at Thursday’s Hoopeston 
Area School Board meeting by Maureen Spisok, Ma-
ple School principal and Linda Sheppard, Honeywell 
School principal. 
    The approach is one designed after pushes by for-
mer President Bill Clinton and Governor George 
Ryan to get students reading at grade level by third 
grade, Spisok said, adding that 38 percent of all Illi-
nois third graders fall below state standards. 
    After looking at the school report cards, Spisok, 
Sheppard and John Greer principal Larry Hill,  
wanted to do something to increase students’ scores, 
Spisok said. 
    At Thursday’s meeting, the principals showed Stan-
dardized Achievement Test scores for 125 fourth 
graders which showed that 67 of those students read 
below fourth grade level. Seventeen were at grade 
level and 41 were above the level. 


