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Get your

INCOME TAX REFUND
In Just Days

{Tax preparation available
+Year round bookkesping
Mo cash needed

{Direct deposit
AUTHORIZED

PROVIDER

R & G Tax Services
206 5. Market St., Hoopeston

(217) 283-6990

Protection from frauds doesn’t require magic: investigator

Bruce Walstad is a professional magician and an ex-
pert on scams and fraud. He combined his two areas of
expertise at Monday’s Hoopeston Neighborhood Watch
meeting.

Between reporting statistics on swindles and offering
tips on how to avoid them, Walstad displayed a flaming
book, a flaming wallet and performed rope tricks for
more than 30 people who attended the meeting.

Walstad, of the Franklin Park Police Department, has
appeared on such television programs as Oprah, The
Justice Files, broadcast news programs, 48 Hours and
Geraldo, talking about scams, swindles and fraud.

Senior citizens are the most-targeted group for con
games and fraud, Walstad said. Rarely are such crimes
reported. Walstad estimated that such crimes are re-
ported in only one in five to one in 100 incidents.

Embarrassment is the main reason those who have
been swindled do not report the crimes, but Walstad said
victims should not be ashamed. “You better get over it,”
he said. “You can’t be embarrassed. It happens every
day.”

Often, conmen who find a willing victim return to the
same person over and over, sometimes taking hundreds
of thousands of dollars.

Thank you
to Ward 3 voters who
supported me in Tuesday'’s
election.

Kevin Davis

No one is exempt from the charm of con men, Wal-
stad said. “My father-in-law got it about a year ago,” he
said. “T’ve told him umpteen times. I know some con-
men who could get by my wife and into my house. I
know it. They’re that good.”

Conmen flourish not only because people are ashamed
to report that they’ve been taken but also because the
crimes are not a high priority for many law enforcement
agencies which are battling drugs, gangs and violent
crimes. “We don’t have the resources to go after them,”
he said.

Those who scam senior citizens use several ploys,
most of which involve the person coming into a home.
Scams include impersonating utility workers, acting as if
they need to use a telephone, “sweetheart” swindles in
which someone befriends an elderly person, C.O.D.
scams and impersonating a police officer or FBI agent.

Home repair fraud is another favorite of conmen. That
is the number one complaint to the Illinois Attorney
General’s office, Walstad said adding the most prevalent
victims are those over age 60.

Telemarketers can also be scams. Nearly $40 billion—
or 1.5-2 percent of the country’s Gross National Prod-
uct—is lost to telemarketers each year. “That’s what
AT&T was before the government came in and broke
them up,” Walstad said.

To avoid being taken by conmen, Walstad said resi-
dents should never allow unknown people into their
homes. Neighbors should also watch out for each other
and suspicious activity should be reported to the police
department.

Also, he said, people must think skeptically and learn
to be rude. “That’s not easy to do,” he said, “but it
works.”

Walstad’s appearance was sponsored by Drollinger
Insurance and Ohio Casualty Co.

Plant between showers
Weekend Specials
‘ Onions, potato, .
cabbage plants

Flowers X Gifts by Molly Cullert

702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days

North Fork Conservation Club

Friday 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

At the club
Fish, chicken, shrimp & clam dinners
plus 2 sides $5.50

visit Fancy That
30% OFF to look your best at

REMAINING Prom 2001!

IN sTOCK

PROM Dresses — Jewelry — Shoes —

DRESSES!

Garters — Tux Rental

114 E. Attica Rossville, IL
217-748-6814

Store Hours
Tues., Wed., Fri. 12-5; Thursday 12-7, Saturday 10-5

Congratulations,

Alderman Rod Kaag

On your victory Tuesday.
Good luck during your term.

Jimmy Polson




[t’s not
too early
to get your
ar ready for
that summer vacation!

~AUTO SERVICE

214 E. Penn, Hoopeston
(217) 283-5571
Open 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
8 a.m.-noon Sat.

Bowling Scores

Hoopeston Women’s Bowling League

Standings 3/26/01

1. R&R Body Shop 46 32
2. Community Bank 42 36
3. Main Street Travel 42 36
4. Rethelford Carpeting 42 36
5. Kankakee Federal 42 36
6. B.J.s Pump 40 38

7. Pin Pals 38 40
8. Family Affair 38 40
9. Weber’s Drug Store 36 42
10. The Scramblers 35 43
11. Gillins Oil 34 44
12 Gutter Balls 33 45

High Team Game: Main Street Travel 1,157, Rethelford
Carpeting 1,058, Family Affair, 1053; High Team Series: Main
Street Travel 3,156, Community Bank 3,077, Rethelford Car-
peting 3,046.

High Individual Game: Mona Birch 222, Patti Lowe 221,
Helen Taflinger 219; High Individual Series: Patti Lowe 612,

Mona Birch 582, Glenda Reed 574.

Games over 200: Patti Lowe 206, 222; Helen Taflinger 219;
Glenda reed 202; Mona Birch 222.

Series over 500: Patty Cappellano 516, Patti Lowe 612,
Helen Taflinger 531, Debbie winters 508, Glenda Reed 574,
Mona Birch 582, Shawn Irwin 501, Tracy Lawson 530.

Thursday Afternoon Ladies League

Standings 3/29/01
1 Pla-Mor Lanes 502 272
2. Crunch’s 502 272
3.Rex’s 475 30v2
4. Gress I 43\ 34,
5.4 MRS 43 35
6. Knuth’s 34 44
7. H&R Block 32 45Y5
8.Bye 10%2 67%2

High Team Game: Knuth’s 851; High Team Series:
Knuth’s 2,434; High Individual Game: Thresia Pierce 201;
High Individual Series: Thresia Plerce 542.

This week only

Onion sets 39¢/lb.
Just arrived
Onion plants & seed potatoes

UJ h UF.;:IUS Flower Shop
{: v S. Second Ave., Hoopeston

(217) 283-6681

Morgan Lawn Care

“Professional Service since 1996”

(217) 283-9590

Turf Fertilization and Weed Control

Premium quality products and
licensed professional application.

Police News In the Hospital -
The high school necklace found Tuesday was claimed Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital
by the owner Tuesday evening. April 3

Carroll W. Jerome, 21, of 719 E. Seminary, was ar-
rested at 6:15 p.m. Tuesday on a Vermilion County war-
rant for failure to appear. He was released on $300 cash
bond.

Nothing to report.

Weather %

New Books at the Library

Non-fiction:
Happy Hours by Devon Jersild
Ice Bound by Jerri Nielsen

Partly cloudy today. High 68. Tonight, mostly cloudy.
Low 52. Tomorrow, mostly cloudy, isolated thunder-
storms. High 75, low 53.

For current weather conditions, call the Hoopeston
Weather Line at (217) 283-6221.

Steak
Fry

Friday, April 6
5:30-8 p.m.
2 American Legion

502 E. Penn, Hoopeston
No carry-outs

Hoopeston Jaycees

Easter Egg Hunt

Sat. April 7th 9 a.m.
Mc Ferren Park
Rain or shine

Easter Lilies
The best quality
Beautifully decorated
Special prices for churches
Get now-enjoy all season-plant later
Flowers ¥ Gifts by Molly Cullert

702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days

Serving 5-10 every Friday
Prime Rib, Steak, Catfish or Shrimp

Hubbard Trail

Public welcome!

Tacos 5-8 p.m. Wed.

Lunch Specials 12-1:30 p.m. Wed. & Thurs.
(217) 748-6521 1397 N 3680 E Rd., Rossville




