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Genetically-engineered crops topic of farmers’ luncheon

Farmers are winning the battle against two corn neme-
ses, thanks to genetically-engineered crops.

Root worm and the European corn borer are causing
fewer problems for farmers, said Dr. Kevin Steffey, a
University of Illinois Extension entomologist.

Steffey spoke at Tuesday’s Farmers Luncheon, spon-
sored by the Hoopeston Rotary Club.

Genetically-engineered crops—also called
“genetically modified organisms,” or Steffey’s favorite,
“transgenic crops” create concern in urban residents.
“This is a very hot topic in agriculture right now,” he
said.
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Steffey, who has been at the U of I since 1979, works
exclusively with insect control in Bt (Bacillus thur-
ingiensis) corn. The corn is a variety injected with the Bt
bacterium, making it resistant to corn borer and root
worm.

Like other genetically-engineered crops, Bt corn had
its share of bad press, Steffey said. Lab experiments in-
dicated Bt killed Monarch and Swallowtail butterfly
larvae; however, field tests where larvae were not force-
fed Bt showed no effect, he said.

Transgenic crops like Bt corn have benefits and limita-
tions, Steffey said. On the up-side, they may work and
be cost-effective. On the down side, insects may become
resistant to the substance intended to remove them from
crops. Another problem is the potential effect on non-
target populations, as in the butterfly case. However by
implementing careful scientific studies early on, that
drawback will be limited.

Another crop recently under fire is golden rice, a yel-
low rice infused with vitamin A. Although the rice helps
maintain health of those living in third world countries,
some people have complained about the method used to
combine the vitamin and the rice. “I think common
sense will win out in the end,” Steffey said.

Think
Valentine’s Day

(It’s not too early)

Flowers ¥ Gifts by Molly Cullert

702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days

Discover
the Difference

Hoopeston’s @ ks T
Commufllty ﬂan&Member FDIC

Cousins Catering
(Captain Chicken)

Will be cooking
5-8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 9.
Your choice of 3 pc. Chicken dinner or potToast,
mashed potatoes, gravy, salad. Dessert extra.
American Legion
502 E. Penn, Hoopeston

N\ o

Maui Club

9 p.m.-1 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 10
No cover charge

BJ’s Pump 1

1023 W. Main, Hoopeston (217) 283-5700

The bad news is
the government may
have kept too much of your
money.

The good news is we

can help get it back.
Take the Double-Check Challenge. We'll
check last year's return for free when we
prepare your 2000 tax return.

H&R BLOCK

212000 HAR Binek Tay Services Ine
110 E. MAIN STREET, HOOPESTON, IL
217-283-5178
WALK-INS OR APPOINTMENTS




A: Hoopeston Express Lube

Our customers know that their
loyalty comes from the BEST

We recommend

service at a great price!
Hoopeston Plaza
Rtes. | & 9, Hoopeston

Stop. Go. Pennxoil.

DANCE
Saturday, Feb. 10
9p.m.-1 am.

merican Legion
502 E. Penn

Featuring Southern Justice
$3 single, $5 couple

GET YOUR
REFUND FAST

We offer electronic filing and
refund anticipation loans.

*No cash needed
*Receive your refund loan in just days

eTax preparation available

*Direct deposit
R & G Tax Services
206 S. Market St., Hoopeston
(217) 283-6990
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Lunch Menus

1ON

Hoopeston Area grade schools

MONDAY: Sausage pizza, celery stick fruit cocktail..

TUESDAY: Hamburger/bun, fries, cheese slice, pineapple.

WEDNESDAY: Spaghetti-Os, meatballs, cheese stick,
breadstick, applesauce..

THURSDAY: Taco meat/chips, lettuce, tomato, cheese,
orange.

FRIDAY: Pancakes, sausage links, baby carrots, applesauce.

Hoopeston Area Middle/High School

MONDAY: Sausage pizza or ham & cheese/bun, peas,
salad, fruit cocktail.

TUESDAY: Chicken nuggets or fish/bun, fries, peaches.

WEDNESDAY: Lasagna or grilled chicken/bun, bread, oleo,

corn, pears.

THURSDAY: Taco meat/chips or mini corn dogs, lettuce,
tomato, cheese, salsa, oranges.

FRIDAY: Roast turkey roll or hamburger/bun, mashed pota-
toes, green beans, apple slices.

Rossville-Alvin schools

MONDAY: Taco, corn, peaches, cookie.

TUESDAY:: Pizza squares, salad, applesauce, Jello/fruit.

WEDNESDAY: Sub sandwich, tri-tator, baked apples, pret-
zel sticks.

THURSDAY: Pork roast, mashed potatoes, gravy, green
beans, bread, butter, apple crisp.

FRIDAY: Chicken nuggets, macaroni & cheese, peas &

— Briefly
Tiny Tots

“Valentine’s Day” will be the theme of Tiny Tots
story program at 10:30 a.m. Friday at the Hoopeston
Public Library children’s room. Children may wear red
or pink.

Tiny Tots is open to children ages 1-4 who are accom-
panied by an adult.

Rules of the Road

A free Rules of the Road review course will be held

from 1-3 p.m. Friday, Feb. 9 at the Hoopeston city hall
conference room. For more information call 283-5833.

In the Hospital -

Police News

Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital
Feb. 7
Admitted: Cathy Brooks,
Stephens, Ambia, Ind.

Discharged: Opal Hanson, Maria Villalobos.

Rossville; Raymond

A 49-year-old woman reported Thursday that
someone took a billfold from her vehicle. The bill-
fold contained miscellaneous papers and money.

The burglary occurred in Hoopeston or Danville.

Two windows were reported broken from a build-
ing in the 600 block of East Honeywell.

The damage was reported Thursday.

Weather XEEB

carrots, pears.
All meals include milk.

Grand Opening
Feb. 8-14
Uynger’s Jewelry

314 E. Main St.
Hoopeston, IL 60942

Fine jewelry—Watches
Gifts—Engraving

Pentax Binoculars
Free Gift
with Purchase

Morning showers changing to light snow today. High
52 falling to 33. Tonight, partly cloudy, cold. Low 17.
Tomorrow and Sunday, partly cloudy. Highs near 36,
lows near 18.

For current weather conditions, call the Hoopeston
Weather Line at (217) 283-6221.

LORRAINE THEATRE

Screen 1— “Hannibal”
Starring Anthony Hopkins
7 p.m. nightly, 2 p.m. Sat. & Sun., 9:45 p.m. Fri. & Sat.
Screen 2 — “Saving Silverman” (c-13)
Starring Jason Biggs & Amanda Peet
7:30 p.m. p.m. nightly, 2:30 p.m. Sat. & Sun.,
9:15 p.m. Fri. & Sat.
Movies before 6 p.m., $4.50. After 6, students,
children 12 & under $4.50, adults $6.

Winter Wonderiand
Valentine’'s Dance
Saturday, Feb. 10 9 p.m.-midnight
At the VFW

Featuring RV's Escapees

50/50 drawing, prizes & more
$2 single, $3 couple

CLASSIFIEDS

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Large 2 bedroom upstairs apartment. References, security de-
posit, first month required. Call (217) 283-7920 after 5 p.m.
038-tfn

HELP WANTED

Rossville retail business needs part time salesperson 2-3 days/
week. Some sewing skills helpful. Send letter to Job Application,
11360 E. 3400 North Rd., Rossville, IL. 60663.

038-040
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
1988 Toyota pickup. Runs good. $1,000 OBO. (217) 283-5122.
SERVICES

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for appoint-
ment. (217) 339-2340.




